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The City of London 
looked its brash 
“loadsamoney” self again 

yesterday, after an 
unexpected takeover bid 
by an American bank 
handed three money 
managers riches beyond 
the dreams of avarice. 
Tom Stevenson watched the 
new money rolling in. 

The streets of London were tru- 
ly paved with gold yesterday for 
a former librarian from New- 
castle and her colleagues at 
Britain’s biggest pension fund 
company. They are enjoying the 
fattest years in the Square Mile 
since the boom of the 1980s. 

Carol Galley and two other 
directors at Mercury Asset 
' Management (MAM) together 
scooped almost £40m after 
American banking giant Mer- 
rill Lynch boughL their compa- 
ny. In doing so, Merrill became 
the latest in a long line of for- 
eign predators prepared to pay 
top dollar for a dice of the City’s 
financial expertise. 

Ms Galley picked up £10m 
after the American bank 
bought her shares and options. 
This probably makes her the 
City’s richest wo man. Her col- 
league, Stephen Zimmerman, 
took home £14m, as did Hugh 
Stevenson, the chairman of 
MAM. The payouts are certain 
to stoke the debate about the 
size of rewards available in the 
City. 

The lottery-style bonanzas 
followed an unexpected £3bn 
takeover of MAM, a group 
that manages more than 
£100bn of the country's pen- 
sions. The swoop came as the 
City geais itself up for a Christ- 
mas bonus round that many be- 
lieve will be one of the most 
generous yet 

Although Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, this week publicly criticised 
the £247,000 salary of the 
Thames Wfcter chairman. Sir 
Robert Clarke, there is a grow- 
ing feeling that far from chang- 
ing the City’s culture of greed, 
the election has simply hailed in 
New Labour, same old fat cats. 

Although the £10m Ms Gal- 
ley received for her shares and 
options was small beer com- 
pared to that of some of her col- 
leagues, it came only months 


after she hit the headlines with 
a £5.5m salary and options 
package. That made the 48- 
ycar-old money manager, who 
shuns the limelight, Britain’s 
best paid woman. 

She is certainly Britain's 
best paid former librarian, bav- 
ing been catapulted into a world 
that her background as the 
daughter of a Newcastle coun- 
cil worker hardly prepared her 
for. Having started work in the 
library of investment bank SC 
Warburg in the early 1970s. she 
now owns houses in the south 
of France and Belgravia. 

The managers of insurance 
and pension funds, who have 
traditionally presented the grey 
face of the City, have recently 
achieved an unexpected promi- 
nence. Ms Galley, famously 
dubbed the u ice maiden” for the 
cool manner in which she has 
dispatched underperforming 
managers such as Sir Rocco 
Forte during takeover bids, is 
one of the most feared women 
in company boardrooms. 

She is one of many expect- 
ed to benefit from the spi- 
ralling rewards on offer in the 
City this year. When Barclays 
said last month that it planned 
to pull out of investment bank- 
ing, its chief executive blamed 
the withdrawal in part on the 
fairy-tale money that has to be 
paid these days to retain tal- 
ented staff. Ironically, Barclays 
then had to guarantee large 
bonuses to its key staff to pre- 
vent them jumping ship before 
the company could be sold. 

The jury remains out on 
whether the enormous rewards 
enjoyed by the Square Mile’s 
best-paid individuals is good for 
the City as a whole, or indeed 
the country. The takeover of 
MAM, widely viewed as one of 
the City’s biggest success stories, 
is the latest in a string of deals 
which have seen ownership of 
Britain’s financial institutions 
passing into overseas hands. Es- 
tablishment names such as 
fOeinwort Benson, Morgan 
Grenfell and, most famously. 
Barings, have been snapped 
up by foreign buyers in the past 
two years. 

While London remains a 
leading financial centre thanks 
to the expertise built up in the 
City and its geographical posi- 
tion, only a handful of its insti- 
tutions remain British owned. 

Full story, page 23 
Outlook, page 25 



TODAY'S NEWS 

Abuse report is a ‘crash 
course in wickedness’ 

The Government agreed to set up a ministerial task 
force to deliver M a safer environment" for the thousands 
of children in residential care homes following the 
publication of a scathing 200-page report on child 
abuse scandals. 

Sir William Ucting’s report said that at times his 
year-long inquiry had seamed like "a crash course in 
human wickedness". He made 20 recommendadcns ® 
eradicate abuse and make it more difficult for pae- 
dophiles to prey on children in homes. 

The inquiry was sec up following revelaaons m The 
Independent and Independent on Sunday of abuse m 
J^Trorth Wbiei in the 1980s. Sir William sari 

abuse continued today. 

Independent 

writer wins 
top award 

Jeremy Laurance, our 

Health Editor, was fast night 

named the Medical 

Journalist ofthe Year by die 

British Medical Association. 


TELEVISION The Eye, page E 
47 CR055W0RD5 Page 32 and 
1| • the Eye, page 9 ' 

I VVEATH ER The Eye. page K) 

j| yfeb address: httpe//www. 

B 'mdependentcou* 





Striking it rich; Carol Galley; who made £IOm when her company was bought by an American firm. The 
boom times are back in the City, and huge Christmas bonuses expected this year 

Choose your parents: former addict 
mother - or middie-class academics 


Appeal judges rejected a 
middle-class academic 
couple’s hope to adopt 
the II' -year-old daughter 
of a former drug addict 
but gave them care of 
the girl. The couple 
insist Hfa adoption or . 
nothing. Alidxief Streeter, 
Legal Affairs 
Correspondent; says her 
future is still uncertain. 

The young girl had faced an ag- 
onising choice - agree to be 
adopted by a well-off couple 
who have been helping her, or 
face being returned, either to 
her natural mother, who has a 
histoiy of alcohol and heroin 
abuse, or to new foster parents. 

Now, by joining her moth-: 
er in rejecting adoption, she 

may be .end up living with her 
mother.- something described 
m court as potentially cata- 
strophic for her. The girl is now 
likely to be taken back into care 
while a new heating is arranged 
to settle her fate. 

But the academic couple 
from' Oxford, who have re- 
fused to keep the girl unless 
they can adopt her . now also 
face a very painful eboice. 
Sbould they relent? One of the 
judges appealed to them to 
keep her living with them un- 
der a 'half-way- ho use agree- 


ment. Lord Justice Ward told 
them he expected that “their 
hearts will compel them out of 
love to accept this judgement 
I refuse to accept that they are 
so callous as to turn her out 
That would betray the human- 
ity of their actions 

The case has highlighted 
the problems involved in rec- 
onciling the wishes of natural 
parents and children and what 
might be considered the child’s 
“best interests” with more af- 
fluent carers. Although all 
agreed the girl has prospered 
under her carets* guidance, 
both she and her real mother 
have objected to adoption. 

The backgrounds of die car- 
er couple and the child hardly . 
be more different The pair 
from Oxford, both doctors of 
philosophy, were described in 
court as “living in comfortable 
circ ums tances" in the north of 
the town, ninth access to good 
schools . 

In contrast the gill, now 
aged 11, was bora to a heroin 
addict, a woman whose up- 
bringing was described Lord 
Justice Ward as “tragic". The 
mother, who lives on a council 
estate, was sexually abused at 
the age of five, married at 16, 
and in alater relationship con- 
ceived the girl while addicted 
to heroin; the child was bora 

weighing five ami a half pounds 
and suffering from withdrawal 
symptoms. 


At the age of seven the girl, 
who cannot be identified for le- 
gal reasons, had to call the 
emergency services after find- 
ing her mother’s current part- 
ner dead from a drugs overdose 
- her mother was too intoxi- 
cated to help. 

Against this backdrop of 
vivid contrasts, the Court of Ap- 
peal yesterday had to decide 
whether to back a county court 
judge’s decision to allow the 
academic couple to adopt the 
girl, who had done well at 
school since she joined them in 
December 1994 aged eight 

In a case one of the judges 
described as “painfully diffi- 
cult", they were faced with ad- 
vice on one ride that to be 
returned to her natural moth- . 
er, especially without a long pe- 
riod of rehabilitation, could 
be “catastrophic” for the girl 
though they remain dose. 

On the other the academic 
couple, whose care had made 
a marked improvement in the 
girl’s education, insisted - in 
theirs and the child's interests 
-on the certainly of adoption 
or nothing. Although never 
promised they could adopt, 
they had been led to believe it 
was likely and -had married 
last year to qualify. 

By asplit two-to-one verdict, 
the judges rejected adoption 
hut instead recommended a 
separate option, a residence or- 
der allowing the girl to remain 


with them. 

Giving' the majority judge- 
ment, Lord Justice Ward said 
he sympathised with the carers’ 
dilemma, and said that their 
admitted “element of selfish- 
ness" in their stance was un- 
derstandable. But, hoping the 
couple might change their 
mind, be said if they rejected 
the girl it could cause “untold 
harm to her emotional devel- 
opment". 

Lord Justice Judge said the 
couple had faced the real moth- 
er with a stark choice, and 
some might wonder whether 
they were not putting their 
own interests ahead of what 
might be thought best for the 
girl No one doubted that the 
best interests of the child, who 
came from a “deprived and dis- 
turbed background", lay in 
staying with an “intelligent and 
thoughtful couple ... and a 
happy and settled home”. 

After the judgement the 
carers', barrister, Fiona Hay, 
said the residence order “re- 
mains unacceptable" to the 
couple, and called on the local 
authority to start a rehabilita- 
tion plan for the mother and 
child. The couple, who refused 
to comment after the hearing, 
are believed to want the mat- 
ter dealt with inside three 
months. The judges agreed 
there should be a High Court 
hearing “of some urgency". 

Fun story, page 3 
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Lost your way? Just 
follow that bird 


A famous New Yorker cartoon shows a policeman explaining to a tourist 
how to find some famous location. Hie policeman's speech is shown as a 
bubble containing a precise map of left and right turns, landmarks and 
destination. 

The listening tourist has a thought bubble which also contains a map 
- but it is a terrible, confused thing where the policeman’s solid directions 
have become a wandering sq niggl e. 

That’s (he trouble with trying to tell people how to find thin gs- they have 
to have the same map in (heir head that we do, or else you're wasting your 
breath. And describiaga picture in your head is one of life’s harde st t ydre* 
“It’s past the blue pub - well, it looks blue when the yellow streetlight’s 
on, though really it’s sort of green ...” 

When a place or system (such as a computer) is familiar to you, scien- 
tists say you have a “cognitive map" of it: you know how to get from A to 
B. (Of course, when a computer is new to you, you do not have a cogni- 
tive map for how it works - hence helplines.) 

Wc feel confident that we can hold cognitive maps in our head because 
we're conscious, sentient beings. But how do other animals which find tiling 
do it? How do squirrels find nuts they've buried for their essential winter 
stores, and how do birds that bury seeds (as some do) locate them when 
they fly back into the area? 

It turns out that these lower animals also use cogpitive maps - a fort 

established by a pair of 
scientists at the University 
of Nebraska who experi- 
mented with birds called 
the corvid Clark's 
nutcracker. Their work is 
published today in the 
science journal Nature . 

In the ungenerous way 
that scientists have, Alan 
Kamil and Juli Jones kept 
the birds hungry and then 
put them into an obser- 
vation room with posters 
on the walls, aod a door, 
porthole and smoked- 
glass window on the east 
wall. There were also 
north and south land- 
marks, with a seed buried 
Squirrel: Keen sense of direction halfway between them; 

the birds entered the. 
room each time via Lhe eastern porthole. The birds got used to finding 
ihc seed, even when it was well buried. 

Then the scientists started moving the landmarks around. Which did 
not trouble the birds: they simply looked for the landmarks, found the 
halfway point, and dug for the seed there. 

So the experimenters started playing nasty tricks on these tourist-like 
birds, and began shifting the north-south landmar ks away from their north- 
south orientation relative to the porthole. The birds still headed for the 
halfway mark. The height of the landmarks was changed. No problem for 
the birds. The seeds were removed altogether (in case the birds were cheat- 
ing by smelling them). Still, the birds hit the mark. 

Eventually, the duo had to admit that the birds could do it: they could 
build a cognitive map. Or. as the paper puts it, “nutcrackers can learn to 
find a spatial position defined by an abstract geometric relationship” 

Quite where this leaves the human race is an entirely separate matter. 
If birds can fly hallway around the world and then return to the same spot 
by holding a map inside their (comparatively) rudimentary brains, what 
does that say about us, struggling to follow the directions of New York 
policemen and Lhe entreaties of computer helpline operators? Perhaps 
what we really need is not to be so clever, but a little more bird-brained 
in our approach to the world. It's a solution that could work wonders - 
as long as nobody moves the goalposts while we’re not looking. 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor 
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Gary Glitter questioned over child pornography 


Pop star Gary Glitter (above) was yesterday at the 
centre of a child pornography inquiry after images 
were allegedly discovered stored on a computer be 
took for repair. 

Glitter - whose real name is Paul Gadd - was 
arrested by police after staff in a computer store al- 
legedly found indecent pictures as they tried to re- 
pair a fault. Officers later searched the star’s home 
in Wedmore, Somerset, and his London flat and 
seized a quantity of videos and indecent pictures of 
children. . 

Glitter, S3, was questioned by detectives in 
Bristol on Tuesday before being released on police 
bail while further inquiries were made. He has not 
been charged with any offence. Glitter’s spokesman 
said yesterday: “He has been released without charge. 
He is not available for comment.” 

Seventies legend Glitter, who still plays to sell- 
out crowds of fans across Britain, is due to be in- 


terviewed by detectives again in the New Year. An 
Avon and Somerset Police spokesman said today: 
“I can confirm that a 53-year-old man was arrest- 
ed and a computer was seized. I can also confirm 
that we have searched an address in London and 
videos and numerous indecent photographs of 
children have been seized." 

Gaty Glitter last .night denied committing any of- 
fence. He said his 10-dale Christmas British tour 
would go ahead as planned and his new album will 
be released on Monday. The tour is due to start in 
Cardiff on 9 December and ends in Manchester on 
21 December. 

Glitter, a father of two, has sold 18 minio n records 
during his career, which has included hits such 
as "I’m The Leader of the Gang (I Am)”. He has 
managed to beat off drink and drug problems 
which drove him to two suicide attempts and 
still tours the country every Christmas. 


‘Starlight’ skater sues for fall 


Atop dancer in the roller-skating 
musical Starlight Express wept 
yesterday as she told the High 
Court in London how an acrident 
on stage ended her career. 

Caron Davis said that she was 
introducing her character, Di- 
nah, to the audience at a show in 
March 1994, when the toe-stop on 
her right skate failed to brake and 
her legs flew up in the air before 
she ended up on her backside. 

“I was in shock but 1 carried on 
singing,” she told Judge Christo- 
pher Hordern QC. “I was so em- 
barrassed because I never fall 
over. I was one of the strongest 
skaters in the show, but 1 couldn’t 
do anything to keep my balance. 
The adrenalin was still pumping, 
the muscles still warm, and I car- 
ried on with the show.” 

Ms Davis. 31, of Ruislip, west 
London, described how damage to 
ligaments in her lower bade meant 
she had to retrain as a reflexolo- 
gist. “I miss my career as a dancer 
- this is what IVe been doing since 
I was three," she said. 

Ms Davis, whose stage name 


was Caron Cardelle, is suing the 
Really Useful Theatre Company 
Ltd. which manages the Andrew 
Lloyd-Webber musical at the 
Apollo Victoria theatre, claiming 
it was negligent in not doing 
more to keep the stage dean. 

The company denies liability 
and claims the accident was 
caused by her own lack of atten- 
tion or lack of skill. 

Ms Davis told the court that af- 
ter her fall she discovered fluff on 
her toe-stop which, she said, was 
either blown on to the stage by the 
air-coaditioningorcame horn new 
carpet in the front of house. 

Her counsel, Howard Leder- 
man, said the show in which she 
was injured was briefly stopped 
shortly afterwards for the stage to 
be swept and treated with a spe- 
daJ cleaner. The stage manager's 
report for the performance 
showed that various cast members 
complained that the stage was slip- 
pery. A report from another per- 
formance four months later said 
it was like an “ice-rink". 

The case continues. 


Schoolboy flees 
to Caribbean 

A 16-year-old schoolboy from 
one of the country’s top public 
schools has run away to the 
Caribbean to escape “exam 
stress”, it emerged yesterday. 
Perm Chapman disappeared from 
Rugby School, Warwickshire, and 
boarded an aircraft heading for 
Barbados at Manchester Airport 
on TUesday morning. 

The teenager, who is believed to 
be suffering from exam stress, is 
known to have landed on the is- 
land. but has not been seen since. 

Warwickshire police alerted In- 
terpol after the boy was reported 
missing by the school. A spokes- 
man for Warwickshire police said 
the teenager, whose parents live 
in North Yorkshire, bad recently 
spent a family holiday on the is- 
land and was familiar vrith the area. 

“We believe he has friends and 
contacts on the island, but obvi- 
ously the police, Interpol, bis 
school and his parents are very 
concerned for his welfare.” a po- 
lio: spokeswoman said. 


CONSUME R. AF FAIRS 

Children tug at purse-strings 

Children may not hold the purse strings of the family budget, but they 
influence more than £31 bn worth of consumer spending each year, 
and their influence is not confined to toys and games. They also .wield 
£6.27bn worth of power over house purchases, fl.6^ overjarctotca, 
and £L56bn over computer buys, research by Saatdu & Saatchj has found. 

However, the agency says the area where children under-15 have the 
most financial clout is over the dinner table. When it comes to dajrto-day 
meals, chfldren s likes and dislikes influence what is served up to the val- 
ue of £lZ96bn- When mothers were askedwhether they took their chil- 
dren’s views into account, 75% of mothers said children had moa influence 
over lower cost items like toys and breakfast cereal purchases. But 22 per 
cent said they would also take their children's views into account in mov- 
ing house. In the area of children-s clothes, their power, is worth £137bn. 
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‘Smart* floor warns of danger . 
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A “smart” floor has been developed that can recognise if someone is walk- 
ing on it and even check their breathing and pulse if th^rfalL The polypropy- 
lene flooring material is expected to help ensure the safety of frail or confined 

people, such as the elderly or mentally fli. The material has a pressure- 
sensitive film fall of bubbles that register an electric charge whenever they 
are vibrated. The film can be be laid into concrete and covered with any- 
thing from linoleum to ceramic tiles, and if a person wanders around in 
the middle of the night a warning signal is sent out The film is produced 
by the Finnish company Messet. which claims it will cost less than £20 per 
square metre, a report in New Scientist magazine says. Trials of the floor- 
ing are taking place in private nursing homes in Finland. 

GENDER STUDIES 

Baby boys stick together 

Male babies can tell what little boys and girls are made of even at three 
months, scientists report in New Scientist. They said boys of that age ap- 
pear able to detect the difference between male and female infants -and 
prefer other boys. Researchers at Durham University tested the gender pref- 
erence of 60 three-month-old infants by showing them photographs of male 
and female babies wearing clothes. They noted which the infants looked 
at first and how long they spent looking at babies of their own sex. Pictures 
of trucks, dolls, and five-year-old children of either sex sparked little in- 
terest But the boys showed a marked increase in curiosity when shown pic- 
tures of other male infants. Three-month-old girls showed no preference. 

Big George Webley 

In Tuesday’s The Eye, the theme music for Have I Got News For You was 
incorrectly attributed The programme's theme was written by Big George 
Webley. 
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Australia (dollars) 

236 

Italy (lira) 

2,797Japar 

Austria (schillings) 

19.97 

japan (yen) 

21256 

Belgium (francs) 

58.70 

Malta (Ura) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

233 

Netherlands (guilders) 

330 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.64 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.89 

Portugal (escudos) 

288.46 

France (francs) 

950 

Spain (pesetas) 

238.92 

Germany (marks) 

284 

Sweden (kroner) 

1254 

Greece (drachmei) 

449.35 

Switzerland (francs) 

231 

Hong Kong ($) 

1270 

Turkey (lira) 

306.733 

Ireland (punts) 

1.08 

USA ($) 

1.65 



Source: Hanoi Cook 
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Judge overrules 
parents' wish 
for dying baby 
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A High Court judge gave 
doctors the go-ahead for a 
course of action which could 
allow a fatally ill baby to die, 
despite objections from her 
parents. Michad Streeter, Legal 
Affairs Correspondent, looks 
at the tragic case. 

Baby “C” can smile and recognise 
her mother and father. Her loving 
parents, who are deeply religious or- 
thodox Jews, cannot bring themselves 
to face the “inevitable'' future of their 
child, who is suffering a muscle-wast- 
ing condition. 

In his judgment yesterday. Fam- 
ily Division President Sir Stephen 
Brown said: “They visit her and see 
a reaction which is favourable in her 
face towards them. They do not be- 
lieve it is within their religious tenets 
to contemplate the possibility of in- 
directly shortening life, even if that 
b not the purpose of the course which 
the doctors believe to be appropri- 
ate in order to spare her further 
suffering." 

The treatment proposed by hos- 
pital doctors, including withdrawal of 
artificial ventilation and non-resus- 
ritation if she then stopped breath- 
ing, was “in the best interests of the 
child" He said it would also indude 
“palliative care to ease the suffering 
of this little girl to allow her life to 
end peacefully and with dignity". 

The parents had agreed that she 
should be taken off ventilation in a 
last attempt to see whether she 
might survive for a time, but they 
wanted to be assured that ventilation 
would be resumed if she suffered res- 
piratory relapse -a course of action 
doctors could not accept 

The judge agreed with the treat- 
ment proposed by the hospital trust 
responsible for treating the baby, which 
bad the support of the Royal College 
of Paediatrics and Child Health. 
However, he gave consent “with a feel- 
ing of grave solernnhy ... It is a sad 
feature that there is, in feet no hope 
for C and what has to be considered 
is her best interests to prevent her from 
suffering, as would be inevitable is this 
course were not to be taken." 


The fetal disease, spinal muscular 
atrophy type 1, had reduced Baby C's 
weight from 73 kg Iasi March to only 
5.5kg. Doctors say she is in a “no 
chance" situation in which life-sus- 
taining treatment simply delayed 
death without significant alleviation 
of suffering. Indefinite ventilation 
would increase distress and involve 
a tracheotomy under anaesthetic, 
which might give rise to epilepsy. 

The judge praised the bravery of 
the girl's parents who were doing 
Lheir best to support their “trea- 
sured" daughter. He referred to a 
statement in which the mother said 
they had the highest regard for the 
doctors, but “we are stiff of the opin- 
ion that the course of action pro- 
posed would not be in the best 
interests of our child. Religion plays 
an important part in the life of my- 
self and my family”. A fundamental 
principle was that faith could not 
stand aside and watch a person die 
where their intervention could pre- . 
vent that death. “In such a case, the 
person that stands by will subse- 
quently be punished by God. Ruling 
to resuscitate is equivalent to a sit- 
uation such as this,” she said. 

The judge said that to accede to 
the parents' wishes would be tanta- 
mount to requiring the doctors to 
undertake a course of treatment 
which they were unwilling to do. 
“Their objective in their profession 
is to save and preserve life but ... 
while the sanctity of life is vitally im- 
portant, it is not the paramount con- 
sideration. The paramount 
consideration here is the best inter- 
ests of little G" 

The Royal College recently pub- 
lished a report identifying situations 
when it may be right to sicpactive treat- 
ment, including “no chance” cases 
when treatment may delay deatirwth- 
out easing suffering. The college’s 
President Professor David Baum said: 
“The college upholds fundamental 
principles; children’s welfare is para- 
mount, doctors have a duty always to 
comfort, cherish and prevent pain and 
suffering." The British Medical Asso- 
ciation said such cases were “quite 
common" and ft was demn to the judge- 
ment of medical professkroals cm what 
the best course of treatment should be. 






Class differences: Peter and Jo Rado, who have adopted four children, at their home in Reading, Berkshire, yesterday 

Crossing the class barrier to create a happy family 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


Peter and Jo Rado, an academic 
tnfddle-class couple from Reading, 
have four adopted children. Jason, 
now 22 years old, was the second 
child to join them. He was nine 
years old and from a poor working- 
class background. Here, Mrs Rado 
tells Kate Hilpem about the 
difficulties of crossing between 
classes during the adoption process. 


“When Jason came to us, all he wanted for 
dinner was pie and mash in front on the tele-, 
vision. He found it very hard that we expected 
him to sit at the table with a knife and fork 
and make family conversation. Things like 
that may be trivialbartles for many families 
but, for us, they highlighted so dearly the dif- 
ficulties of Jason baring to adapt from one 
class of family to another. 

“ ... He did not really know where he be- 
longed. Although we made a conscious ef- 


fort not to try and change his South London 
accent to sound more like ours, there were 
times when we picked him up on pro- 
nouncing his ts, and I think he was resent- 
ful ... In feet, he stiff feels he has to be a 
chameleon. Just as he changed his speech and 
behaviour according to whether he was at- 
tending state school and fee-paying school, 
be admits that even now he speaks more pre- 
cisely when he is with our extended family. 
Asa result, be does not feel as relaxed as he 
could do. 

“In fact, we took him out of the state- 
school system because he didn't seem to fit 
in but he faced the same problems at private 
sdbooL When you’re adopted feeling that you 
belong is so important and when you don’t 
have a clear idea of where you fit, this can 
loom considerably. And being academics 
meant that both of us could be around in the 
daytime and so either of us could pick him 
up from school. Whilst that seems nothing 
bill positive on the surface, it seemed to make 
him feel that he stood out even more. 


“Before Jason joined our family, he had 
been used to funfairs, loud music and wall- 
to-wall television. It was a huge shock to him 
to find that our family interests were muse- 
ums, visiting National Trust properties and 
haring holidays abroad. He went along with 
it until he was around 14 and able to vote with 
his feet - which he certainly did. I can re- 
member endless difficult outings when he was 
a very unwilling participant. Hobbies can be 
so d ass-orientated and we never realised the 
complications that can cause. 

“Then there were the music lessons, 
which we felt were so important as a result 
of our love of classical music. We paid for 
Jason to have cello lessons, because it was 
dear he bad a musical ability which was not 
being tapped into. But again, it was an ac- 
tivity that was alien to him ... we hoped he 
would enjoy music, art and reading but be 
resisted it afl. Whilst he can look back in hind- 
sight and wish he bad made more of it, it was 
understandably difficult for him to adjust. 

“The last summer Jason spent with his nat- 


ural family was disastrous for him and he is 
now grateful that he did not stay with them, 

despite the fact that be has been in touch with 

his birth mother recently. And whilst we feel 
Jason’s life has been richer and fuller than 
it could have been with the problems that his 
natural family were suffering, we never for- 
got that was his home at one stage ... 

“One thing Jason used to comment on 
throughout bis upbringing was Lhe amount 
of money we gave to charity. It was as if he 
felt that money should have been spent on 
him, now that he was getting used to a more 
affluent life, and that he was missing out as 
a result. We buy many clothes from charity 
shops and he would often be resentful. 
Now, Jason says he considers himself some- 
where in the middle of both types of family. 
Upper working class is the expression he uses. 
And despite all the problems and uncer- 
tainties he has bad to face as a result of cross- 
class adoption, he does stress that he now feels 
he has the rare opportunity of baring a deep- 
er insight into both worlds ...” 
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4/ABUSE SCANDAL 


* 


Child-abuse report reveals ‘crash course in wickedness* 


•* 


The stark, bleak life facing many 
children in residential care in 
England and Wales is laid bare m 
the Sir William Utting’s report on 
child abuse, published yesterday. 
Our correspondent says the 
tragedy of poor education and 
health, high rates of mental 
illness, bullying and intimidation, 

15 only capped by the threat of 
‘sexual terrorists*, men who still 
haunt the care system preying on 
young, vulnerable victims. 


BY ROGER- 
DOBSON 


compared to 40,000 ini 975 - “the danger 
of child abuse remains an ever present 
threat”. 


Sir William said his inquiry "seemed at times 
a crash course in human ... wickedness and 
the fallibility of social institutions”. 

The inquiry was set up last summer as 
a result of continuing revelations of wide- 
spread abuse in children’s homes, stretch- 
ing back as far as 20 years. 

Although there are now significa ntly 
fewer children in homes - 8,000 in 1995 


As a result. Sir William urged a radical 
overhaul of the system to protect children 
living away from home, including a com- 
prehensive strategy for residential child 
care, legislation to regulate private foster 
care, . legal protection a gahwr abuse, in- 
corporating tougher standards on the re- 
cnntmeat of staff, and securing eno ngh i^ 
for there to be a choice of placements. 

“[These children] [must take their place 
among other priorities for increased pub- 
tic expenditure ... The ultimate cost to so- 
ciety of not doing these things will be many 
times greater through the burden of ruined 
adult lives,” said Sir W illiam. 

“There are no grounds for complacen- 


cy about either drildren’s homes or the oth- 
er settings in which children live away from 
home. Abuse is documented in them alL 
People who wish to exploit children seek 
occupations or voluntary work where they 
have access to children. 

“They will find the weak points in our 
defences. Institutions may be corrupted by 
evil people, or decay internally through ne- 
glecting their primary purpose of serving 
the interests of children ...There is still too 
much abuse on a mundane level - casual 1 

OT Oihaji Lu n i st lC. physical, ftft nifl l awd emff. 
tionaL~ 

The report, People Like Us 3 says there 
needs to be a rethink on the current strat- 
egy of residential care. He says that coun- 
cils ncrw spend less OD residential care than 
they did 10 years ago. “We feel that resi- 
dential child care as a national service has 
shrunk to below that which provides a rea- 
sonable choice for children " 

Research had shown that 75 per cent of 
children leaving care have no academic 
qualifications of any kind. 

More than half of them are unemployed, 
and 38 per cent of young prisoners have 


THE. KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 


The Government to develop a comprefiensnw strategy of residential child care. 
Councils to get sufficient accommodation for chikken in care. . 

Councils to focus on educational and health needs of children in care. 
Government to produce a code of practice fornecniting, selecting and training 
foster carers. 

Government to make unregistered foster care a criminal offence. 

Government to carry out review of current arrangements for prosecuting sexual 
offences against children. . 

Children's homes with three and fewer beds to be regulated. 


been in care. One in seven girts was also 
pregnant on leaving care aged Id or 17. 

On welfare of children in care the re- 
port says it received evidence of high 
rales of ill health. “Professor Jo Siebert told 
us that children looked after by local au- 
thorities were the most deprived group of 
children he had met, with serious health 
needs requiring expert attention from 
community paediatricians and psychia- 
trists. 


“A submission to us estimated that 75 
per cent had mental health problems, 
some complex and severe, and some with 


- On paedophiles in the care system, he 
-says: “Becoming associated with resideo- 
- dal work as an employee or volunteer pro- 
vides the abuser with a captive group of 
vulnerable children. Abusers may be good 
at their jobs, winning respect, affection or 
fear from their colleagues and admiration 


from the parents whose children they cor- 
rupt." _ . ’ 

The report goes on: “Persistent sexual , 
abusers are a scourge of childhood. Each- 

one who ad opts the lifetime career of abus-. 

ing children sexually will amass alibnuy of • - 
hundreds of victims.' All of these will be .r 
damaged, many wiH be parsed unspeakaWe 
psychological surd physical bairn. . . ;■ 
“People who prey upon children in thw . 
way are sexual terrorists." 

On staffing in the care system the re- 
port says that at the last count only 29 per 
cent of care staff had any social work qual- 
ification. 

Although the report mainly refers to- 
rn ale abusers, it says there is mcreasing 

recognition that women too may abuse sex- 
ually and physically. 

. “It is important that foster care officers 
and social workers 'are aware ofthis and " 
remain on their guard ... Allegations from 
children should be dealt with thoroughly r 
rather than assuming that ‘women do not 
do thing s tike that’. . 

Sir William spent nearly a year pro 
during the detailed 200-page report. 


Minister 
to lead 
taskforce 


Residential care for children has been “a 
woeful tale of failure at all levels", Frank 
Dobson, the Secretary of State for Health, 
said in response to the Utting report. A 
ministerial taskforce will be set up to de- 
liver a “safer environment" for children. 

Responding in the Gammons to the re- 
port, Mr Dobson said that he would be lead- 
ing a ministerial task force, involving 
ministers and expert advisers to put forward 
“a fell programme of policy and manage- 
ment changes to deliver the safer envi- 
ronment that children living away from 
home are entitled to”. 

The Government was already commit- 
ted to the creation of a statutory General 
Social Care Council to regulate standards 
of conduct and practice, he added Paying 
tribute to “the many dedicated people” car- 
ing for children, be said: “We owe it to them 
and to the children they look after to root 
out and punish the wrongdoers and also to 
pul into place a system which helps rather 
than hinders their efforts." 

The National Society for the Protection 
of Cruelty to Children welcomed the report, 
but said it was imperative that the Govern- 
ment ensured its recommendations were put 
into action within a short given time scale. 

Mike Taylor, NSPCC director of dbxl- 
dren’s services, said- “We must ensure that, 
whether in private boarding schools, hos- 
pitals, youth custody or in local authority 
residential homes or foster care, each and 
every child is offered the same proper lev- 
el of protection." 

Roy Taylor, president of the Association 
of Directors of Social Services, said care had 
improved substantially compared with 20 
years ago. “Now 80 percent of heads of chil- 
dren's homes are professionally qualified 
and there are independent inspections of 
children’s homes," he said “However, be- 
cause we have had to make cuts in recent 
years, even though the quality of care has 
gone up in the services which are being pro- 
vided there is not enough choice." 

•A report into state-run children’s homes 
in Scotland which care for 10,000 children 
was also published yesterday to ran paral- 
lel to the Utting report. 

Former social work director Rogpr 
Kent said his “Children’s Safeguards Re- 
view” followed “major and widely report- 
ed episodes of abuse" in recent years and 
recommended better recruitment, raising 
the status and professionalism of the car- 
er service and better information and re- 
porting of incidents as culture that does not 
tolerate abusive behaviour. 

— Gfendo Cooper 
Sodal Affairs Correspondent 



Thousands 


on care 
blacklist 






Ruined life: Tobias Taitt, who turned to crime while living in a children’s home 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Former resident tells of a stolen childhood 


Tobias Taitt believes his childhood taken 
from him. In children’s homes from the age 
of three, he says that he suffered harsh 
regimes that no child should have to 
endure. EDs tale is not the worst of the abuse 
cases to emerge in recent years. He was not 
raped or repeatedly sexually abused. 

But the stoiy he told as he met solici- 
tors and social services yesterday, reveals 
how physical abuse, too, can wreck lives. 

Mr Tfcitt, now 30, blames the “dra- 
conian punishments" at his children's 
home for the fact he ran away at 14, 
notched up his first crimes - burgling 
newsagents - while spending two weeks 


on the run, and began a spiral of decline 
which landed him addicted to crack co- 
caine and in jail for assaulting a police- 
man by the age of 19. 

Although unhappy in previous homes, 
the main problem began when he was sent 
to a residential special school aged about 
13. It was, he claims, run by former Army 
and Navy men who brought die tough 
forces regime to the children's borne. 

"They would have you scrubbing fioois. 
If you talked at night, you had to do bed 
pack [folding all your bedding up] and 
stand with it. or go out and run around 
the field," Mr Taitt claims. 


The worst punishment was being held 
in solitary confinement, first for a week, 
then for 10 days and finally for three weeks. 
“Can you imagine what that did to a child 
of 13/14? I was just in a state. Nobody was 
allowed to talk to me.” He c laims he 
begged his social worker to take him away, 
but was told there were no other places 
available. “I think it was criminal,” he says. 

Now a convert to Islam, married and 
with two young children, Mr Thitt, of west 
London, wants to make something of his 
life. “I have certain responsibilities to re- 
habilitate myself. But someone needs to 
bold their hands up and acknowledge what 


happened,” he says. “I feel as if they have 
ruined ray life. The reality is I’ve got no 
qualifications and the only job I can do is 
something tike carrying brides. It’s not the 
work for a man with a brain in his head.” 

About five years ago, he re-visited his 
old home and saw surviving members of 
staff who told him how it had changed. 
They told, too, what had happened to his 
fellow pupils - in jail for murder, 
manslaughter and drug-running. “It was 
tragedy after tragedy after tragedy," Mr 
Taitt says. “Nobody came out of that place 
any good. It was a hell-hole." 

— Louise Jury 


Nearly 5,000 care workers and former care 
workers are on a government black list, it. 
is revealed in the report. The 4,800 names 
on the list have all been referred by the po- 
lice and all have received either convictions 
or police cautions. 

There are another 750 nam es on the so- 
called “consultancy index", also run by the 
Department of Health. Names here are pro- 
vided by employers and are considered to 
be unsuitable for work with children. 

The figures give an insight into the scale 
of the abuse problem not found else- 
where. Although there have been various 
estimates of up to 1 10,000 paedophiles in 
Britain, the number operating within the 
care system remains unkn own. 

There are thought to be around 18 po- 
lice investigations currently underway in 
Britain, and there have been a number of 
high profile prosecutions in Leicester- 
shire, North Wales, Cheshire. Merseyside 
and London. 

Bnt successfully prosecuting alleged 
abusers is difficult In North Wales, for ex- 
ample, police interviewed 2J500 people, 
which produced 500 complaints of abuse, 
but only eight people were prosecuted and 
of them six were convicted. 

The Utting Report recommends that 
there should be a ban on the export of child 
pornography as well as its import It esti- 
mates that in the US alone the market is 
worth £2bn a year. “It is claimed that pro- 
ducers have filmed one million children in 
America. In the UK the market is dearly 
considerable, in the first nine months of 
1994 the Metropolitan Police seized 7,200 
child pornography tapes, a 50 per cent in- 
crease on what was seized during the 
whole of 1993,” the report says. 

One of the problems in successfully pros- 
ecuting abusers is the reliance on children 
giving evidence. The report says there 
should be flexibility in allowing evidence in 
a form best suited to the age of the chQd. 

It says that one in three children who re- 
port sexual abuse are under eight, but that 
prosecutions are extremely rare in this age 
group. “It is not acceptable that criminal 
justice should fail the weakest in society in 
this way." 

Home Office figures confirmed the de- 
cline in the number of successful prosecu- 
tions for sexual offences against children. 
Recorded offences of unlawful sexual in- 
tercourse with a girl under 13 went down 
from 299 in 1985 to 178 in 1995. 

The report says that the conviction rate 
for gross indecency with children under 14 
is just 12 percent. 

— Rqger Dobson 
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Is this the man to blame for the Iraq fiasco? 


I 



Shooting from the hip: Richard Butler, Unscom’s bluff Australian chairman, whose 
confrontational style has got him in trouble with the UN as well as Baghdad 


3 


FOREIGN MINISTERS SEER SOLUTION IN GENEVA 


Foreign ministers from 
Britain. France, Russia and the 
United States met in Geneva 
last night to discuss a Russian 
proposal CO resolve the crisis 
over Iraq's expulsion of Amer- 
ican UN weapons inspectors 
and avoid American military 
action. 

Yevgeny Primakov, the 
Russian foreign minister, said 
he expected “a lot” to come 
out of the meeting, following 
talks with Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi 
deputy prime minister in 
Moscow on Tuesday. 
Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, cut short a 
visit to India to attend the t alks . 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, and his French 
counterpart, Hubert Verdrine, 
were scheduled to bold bi-lat- 
eral talks before the meeting 
at the United Nations Euro- 
pean Headquarters. Ms Al- 


bright's spokesman, James 
Rubin, had said yesterday that 
it would not be clear if the de- 
cision to hold the meeting 
meant an agreement was near 
until “we arrive in Geneva and 
we have a chance to study 
what Foreign Minister Pri- 
makov brought with him." 

But diplomatic sources 
said it was likely that a signif- 
icant degree of consultation 
would have already taken 
place before the meeting. 
President Bill Clinton had 
threatened military action 
against Iraq, announcing ear- 
lier this week that he was send- 
ing additional combat aircraft, 
including six B-52 bombers, to 
the Gulf. But the US has 
failed to gain international 
support for military action 
and is under pressure to find 
a diplomatic solution.. 

The military action was in 


response to the expulsion of 
six American members of the 
UN weapons inspection team 
last week, which effectively 
suspended the UN Special 
Commission on weapons in- 
spection (Unscom), set up af- 
ter the end of the Gulf \far in 
1991. Russia accepts Iraq act- 
ed unlawfully in restricting the 
UN weapons inspectors’ ac- 
cess, but opposes military ac- 
tion, saying that Iraq should 
be given incentives in return 
for implementing UN resolu- 
tions. 

On Monday, the US said 
that Iraq could be allowed to 
increase its oil sales to buy 
humanitarian goods. Iraq's 
UN ambassador, Nizar Ham- 
doon, dismissed this as a “non- 
starter” because it did not 
address Iraq's aim of having 
sanctions lifted entirely. 

— Harriet Martin, Geneva 


New Labour puts its spin on 
government information 
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political party," it says with 
something approaching disdam. 

This “best practice" check- 
list of guidance, which will fonn 
the new so-called Red Book for 
press officers, follows concern 
from minis ters and the party’s 
own spin-doctors that the Gov- 
ernment Information Service 
(GIS) fans far short of Labour’s 
successful media manipulation 
in opposition. 

It will be seen as a New 
Labour bible - the Alastair 
Campbell way to handle the 
media. 

One of the biggest shake-ups 
for the information officers wfll 
be at weekends, when the old 

days of listening to the news and 

waiting for calls from reporters 
will be gone for ever. In a with- 
ering aside on the old practices, 
the guidelines say: “A home 
phone and television set are 
clearly not enough-” 

Instead, the weekend duty 
officials will be fully kitted out 
with a text pager, a digital mo- 
bile phone (presumably digital 
to prevent electronic eaves- 
dropping), a fax and a laptop 
bomputer with access to news 
wires. No mention is made of 
who will pay the biU. 

The document also warns 
about using off-the-record guid- 
ance to journalists-- when noth- 
ing is for publication - omy 
when “absolutely necessary , 
preferring instead the “unalr 
tributable" guidance to backs 


Richard Butler is a man proud 
of what he cadis his 
'Australianisms’, turns of phrase 
that in their bluntness eschew 
the diplo-speak of those around 
him. But, as David Usbome 
explains, the word in New York 
is that the UN official in charge 
of weapons inspections in Iraq 
has gone too far. 


No one can say it out loud, but Richard 
Butler, the bluff Australian who on 1 July 
took over as the chief of Unscom, the 
UN Special Committee responsible for 
ridding Iraq of all weapons of mass 
destruction, is in trouble. He is in trou- 
ble with Baghdad, of course. But, more 
gravely, he is also in trouble in New York. 

The criticism, voiced privately io 
the corridors of UN headquarters, is this: 
in his handling of the crisis that has put 
the United Stales on the brink of mili- 
tary action in the Gulf, Mr Butler has 
failed utterly to lower the temperature. 
Indeed, by refusing to moderate his con- 
frontational style, he has provoked and 
offended almost everyone involved. 

“The feeling now is unanimous that 
Butler has lost it basically, he has lost 
it," commented one well-placed diplo- 
matic source here. “He shoots from the 
hip and it is just not helpful at a time 
like this." 

Some of the grumbling gets personal. 
His detractors accuse him variously of 
racism and of siding with Washington 
against Baghdad to the extent that the 


or better still on the record. 

Much of the language is 
high-minded, telling press offi- 
cers that the GIS relies on its 
“credibility, a quality that is hard 
won and easily lost”. The cen- 
tral role of Mr Campbell is 
made explicit. “Periodically, 
the Chief Press Secretary will 
brief Heads of information on 
the strategic messages and style 
which should underpin De- 
partmental announcements." 

The guidelines are also in- 
tended to reassure the civil ser- 
vants afraid they are being 
asked to play an increasingly po- 
litical role. 

By helping promote depart- 
mental policies, a press officer 
is often also advancing the aims 

of the party in power, admits the 

guide. “This is perfectly prop- 
er and it is one of the benefits 
of political office that the fa- 
cilities of the GIS are available 
in this way.” However, ministers 
are also bound to uphold the 
impartiality of civil servants, 

Accordingly, officials under 
pressure to cross the political 
boundary into impropriety, 
should give ministers a “polite 
refusal”- 

Even less comfort comes 
in the admission that party 
politics and government infor 
matian are hard to disentangle. 
“The two are inextricably 
linked,’ 1 says the document, 
“not least in the minds of 
ministers.” 


UN's credibility in the Middle East is 
imperiled. More vicious stxQ are the per- 
sistent rumours of excessive alcohol con- 
sumption. “I’ve given all that up," Mr 
Butler asserted at the time to a Sydney 
newspaper. 

Even the Americans are known to be 
uneasy now with Mr Butler’s perfor- 
mance. Mostly, it has been others in the 
Security Council more sympathetic to- 
ward Baghdad than Washington or 
London, who have allowed their impa- 
tience with him to show. China and Rus- 
sia were livid when Mr Butler responded 
to the ejection by Saddam Hussein of 
US members of his inspection team in 
Iraq by pulling out all of the other in- 
spectors. Their irritation was mainly be- 
cause the Council was not informed until 
Mr Butler had announced it to the press. 

While Mr Butler’s competence has 
been raised in the Security Council, it 
bas happened only behind closed doors. 
A dear hin t of dissatisfaction came with 


statement issued late last Thursday con- 


the Council “expresses its full support 
for the Special Commission under its 
executive chai rman (Butler) - In its fi- 
nal form, however, all reference to the 
chairman had vanished. 

At first glimpse, Mr Butler, 55, had 
seemed the perfect fit when the former 
chairman of Unscom, Rolf Ekeus, a soft- 
spoken Swede, announced at the start 
of the year that he would be stepping 

dowru The Australian’s no-nonsense style 

was considered by the Britfch (although 
the Americans had reservations from the 
start) as ideally suited to the task of hold- 
ing Iraq to the conditions of the Gulf tt&r 
ceasefire: that it rid itself of all weapons 
of mass destruction, nuclear, chemical 
and biological, and show itself to have 
done so. 

He also had impeccable credentials 
in weapons control. For many years Mr 
Butler was Australia’s representative to 


!he Armament talks in Vienna. Last 

vear he was widely praised for essen- 
» 1 .t . o ^aAUanontx Ran 



Fog of wan Middle East relations could be clouded by the Butler affair 


Treaty bypushing it through the UN 

General Assembly against Indian 

° P N^diould the trickiness of the job 
he took on be underestimated. The work 
of the Unscom chairman, whoever it 
might be, is constantly undermined by 
the fractures that exist in the Security 
Council, with the US and Britain drift- 
ing ever further from the rest. 

Part of what hurts him now is the con- 
trast between his style and that of Mr 
Ekeus. It is well known that when Iraq 
is obliged periodically to submit state- 
ments to the UN on the progress it is 
making towards disarming, Mr Ekeus 
would assist it in drafting them. Mr But- 
ler, by contrast, has refused, taking 
whatever statements Baghdad gives him 
and denouncing them without pause. 

He has hurt himself with his own 
frankness, or, as he told the New York 
Times, with his predilection for “plain 
Australianisms to express my incredulity 
about things". In the same interview, he 
gave voice to his suspicion that “truth 
in some cultures is kind of what you can 
get way with saying". The remark was 
taken by many Arab observers, and gov- 
ernments, as racist. The Secretarial 
was bombarded by letters of complaint 
from the Middle East region and they 
are still pouring in. Whatever the rum- 
blings, Richard Butler's position still 
looks secure. He was appointed by the 
Security Council and any attempt to 
remove him would only be portrayed as 
a concession to Saddam Hussein. 
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Pro-hunt lobby jumps Commons in pursuit of MPs 


A new blood sport - hunting MR - was 
launched yesterday in the central lobby 
of the House of Commons as Parliament 
'ws besieged by more than 800 pro-hunt 
campaigners to rally opposition to the Bill 
by the Labour MP Michael Foster ban- 
ning fox-hunting with dogs. 

The Commons has rarely seen so 
many tweed jackets and Barbours. As it 
was raining, the massed ranks of tweed 
gave off a country smell that put one in 
mind of standing downwind of a bam Two 
of Mr Foster’s constituents who support 
hunting were put on his scent, but failed 
to run him to ground, and accused the 
sponsor of the Bill of running scared. 

Mr Foster dismissed the protest as a 
“stunt". He told The Independent . “They 
are saying that because two of my con- 
stituents wrote to me asking to see me. I 
am going to a ... meeting I said I can- 
not meet them today but any other time 
they want to meet me. I will" do so." 

One Tory MP was also avoiding the 
hunters in the lobby. “1 was told at my 
adoption meeting that if I ever came out 


against hunting, they would be hunting 
me. I’ve never forgotten that" 

The lobby was mounted to try to cut 
the number of MPs supporting the Bill’s 

second reading on 28 November. The pro- 
hunt campaigner are hopiog that by lim- 
iting the majority expected for the Bill, 
they will avoid the Bill's supporters 
claiming there is massive popular support 

to drive it through the Lords, where it is 
expected to be killed. 

Meanwhile, the Government did a 

U-tum to lift the threat of a ban on fox- 
hunting on Ministry of Defence land. Zn 
a dear appeal to fanners not to ban the 
army from their land, John SpeOar, the 
defence mrnfetfe r, said in a Cn mmof is writ- 
ten answer: “Ws have renewed licences 
for foxhunting on the defence estate and 
there should be no question of training 
use of private land being withheld on this 
account Hunting with hounds is one of 
the means by which fox numbers on the 
defence estate are reduced." 

— CoSn Brown 
Chief PoStkal Correspondent 



The facts about Premium Bonds are 
pretty incredible. 

For instance, 44 people have become 
millionaires since the introduction of the £1 million 
monthly jackpot. 

Not only that, but this month nearly half a 
million winners shared over £37 million In prizes - 
and that’s tax-free. 

Of course, the more you’ve got, the more 
chances you have of winning. 

The minimum investment is £100 and the 
maximum is £20,000. 

Over a period of time, anyone with a 
maximum holding can hope to win an average of 
13 PRIZES A YEAR. 

And what’s more, you can get your money 
back whenever you want. 

Imagine an opportunity where, when you win 
you coufd win big, and when you don’t your 
investment is always safe. 

Incredible. 

Get your application in by 30 November to make 
sure your Bonds are in the incredible January draw. 
You can use the coupon or buy at your post office. 
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EX1TE7 


Please send this form and your cheque to: 
National Savings, Premium Bonds 
Freepost BJ 2092, Blackpool, FY3 9XR. 

W you prefer, use a first doss stamp Tor rapid delvsry. 


n 


1 Do you already hold Premium Bonds? (please tick) 
If yea, ’please enter your HokJers Number!” 


*"»! I NO | | 


2 Amovrt of this purchase (in words). 

3 M Surname. 


.pounds £_ 


Mnirun Cl 00 
IWB* - amounts trust 
bofeirreJOpiesarEiO 


AH forenames. 
Address m tm. 


.Postcode. 


.Oats of birth 


DAY 

MONTH 

YEAH 



1 


4 I accept the purchase wit be subject to the terms of the curort Prospectus. 
Signature— Date 


5 If buying for a chid under 16, give name of parent/guardten: 
M . , figTwmn . 


Your oIihu, should CM nroaMd -A/0 Payaa- and 

<nada payaWa io national savings 


(PREMIUM BONOS) using Capital tattain tor INs 
pari of lha oftaqua. Ptaaao wrtto your nama 

uid addraaa on ilia book of your chequa. 


AH forenames. 


6 If buying for a (great) grandchild, give nama of parent/ 
guardian above and your own name and address below 


NATIONAL BA VINOS USE ONLY 


M. 


All forenames. 


.Surname. 


Address. 


Li 


.Postcode. 


7W» form canoe be uMd to pvdwv Prertun Ban* a a post ofltoa. 


N A T I 0 N A 

SAVINGS 

I 


Premium Bonds: The INCREDIBLE investment opportunity. 


I not/pf* Any person aged 18 or over can buy Premium Bonds far themaeivsa. Bonds esn to bought (or chldren under IB by their parents, (great) grandparents or Quartans. If you buy by post, we wB send you your Sands &id a copy 

of the Prospectus conteireig tfm full farms, normally wttWn three weak*. This adverttsement la s aimpflfleci guida. Tha purchase date vvS be the date w« receive your HppUcation and cheque. If you then wtah to cancel your purchase. Ib 8 ua [n willing 
with* 28 days x*S we wff rafand your money. But ptesss note that you too not arttma to any prtw canratedpuEfta»Bonttegoifltoprt»drevttOMMwSwcJw/ix>nfcafhrte 

to any changes to the prize structure or Interest rate that nukes up the prite fand/the Director of Savings reserves (he rigmtb seek evuence of 


Update for 




Every month, a Premium Bond 
holder W I N S a Million pounds. 



The Government is 
moving the goal posts .. 
for a key air pollutant; 
levels which were 
described as ‘poor* will' 
now be classified as ‘tow 
pollution’. It’s not as daft 
as it sounds, says Nicholas 
, Sehoon, Environment 
Correspondent . - 

The new system for warning 
people about levels of air pot 
hition launched yesterday will 
give Britain a world lead, ac- 
cording to Michael Meacher, 
Minister for the Environment. 

Instead of air quality being 
classed as either “very good, 
good, poor or veiy poor” based 
on concentrations of three gas- 
es at any one tiine,polhidon lev- 
els wfll be said to be either “low, 
moderate, high or very high”, 
based on five different gases. 

Will that make any differ- 
ence to wheezing asthmatics, or 
the drivers whose vehicles cause 
the bnlk of the smog? Mr 
Meacher said the new classifi- 
cation is based rigorously on ef- 
fects on and risks to people’s 
health, established by extensive 
recent research. “Science is 
driving this, not politics," he 
said. 

Once -pollution reaches 
‘moderate' levels the Govern- 
ment says “mild effects unlike- 
ly to require action way be 
noticed among sensitive indi- 
viduals", which means some 
asthmatics, and people with 
other chest diseases like chron- 


bronchitis.. 

When pollution is ‘high’, 
people sensitive to pollution 
may suffer “significant^ effects, 
and need to take action to re- 
duce exposure by . staying in. 
Asthmatics will need to use their 
inhalers more. When levels are 
Very high ’.people not uonnai- 
fy sensitive to pt^ution may suf- 
fer eye irritation, coughing and 
pain on breathing deeply. 

Under the old system, 
nitrogen dioxide levels above 
100 were destibed as “poor". 
Bat now the level at which ni- 
trogen dioxide levels shift from 
low* to ‘moderate* & ISO. parts 
per billion (ppb) and “high' is 
above 300 ppb. 

That means that at nitrogen 
oxide levels of 200 ppb - when- 
Paris declares a major alert, 
bans half of all cars from the 
streets and makes public trans- 
port free - in London the pol- 
lution would be described as 
only moderate. “What hap- 
pened in Paris is not necessar- 
ily the best model for us,” said 
Mr Meacher, adding that the 
new nitrogen cctide bands reflect 
the latest medical thinking. 

When Very high 1 levels were 
forecast the Government would 
issue an alert and ask motorists 
to cut unnecessary car joumies. 
Under the new system there 
would have been a total of 43 
days over the last two winters 
when these levels were reached 
somewhere in Britain. 

Information is available on 
Ceefax, Tfcletexl, freephone 
(0800 556677) and at www.en- 
vironmenLdetr.gov.uk/airq. 


‘New reservoir needed* 

Britain's second largest water company says shifts in climate 
and rainfall mean that it needs a large new reservoir - or its 
equivalent - within the next quarter century. 

If it does not get one there wiU be frequent summ er sbort- 
! ages, warned Severn Trent’s managing director Brian Duck- 
worth. “We don’t want our customers, to suffer restrictions ever 
again,” he said. “They will not tolerate it in the 21st century.” 

The company was looking into alternatives to a large reser- 
voir within its region, probably be the cheapest option. One 
is to bring water to the Midlands from the huge Keilder Wa- 
ter reservoir in Northumbria, or from Scotland. Another is to 
take water from the Severn estuary, using a desalination plant. 

The company says the statistics show more rain now falls 
in winter and less in summer across England and Wales. Sev- 
ern Trent believes the changes will accelerate. The decline in 
summer rain has pushed up demand from customers sharply. 
What it wants is extra capacity for collecting and storing more 
of what falls in winter, and it says it has to be in place by 2020. 

— Nicholas Sehoon 


Prison staff 
criticised 


TVvo prison doctors and a 
warder have been criticised in 
a report into the suicides of 
three women inmate 

The spate of suicides at 
Cora ton Vale women’s prison, 
□ear Stirling, between April 
and December 1996, led to the 
longest fatal accident inquiry in 
Scottish legal history. 

Angela Bo Han, 19, Denise 
Devine, 25, and Yvonne 
Gilmour, 22, were all found 

hanged 

The inquiry named Kevin 
Gratton, a prison officer, who 
left Boll an locked up alone for 
hours shortly before she died in 
April 1996. Mistakes were made 
with Devine because no-one act- 
ed after it became apparent she 
was refusing to eaL 


Education 
spirt in two 


The Government is to split 
education legislation bringing 
sweeping change to schools 
and universities into two Bills 
amid fears the schools pro- 
gramme could be delayed by 
opposition to tuition fees. 

A Bill introducing under- 
graduate tuition fees is expected 
to receive its first reading in the 
House of Lords late next week. 

A second Bill is expected to 
receive its first reading in De- 
cember. It will con tain a pack- 
age of measures affecting 
schools, including steps to abol- 
ish grant maintained status. 

The decision to divide the 
legislation into two reflects anx- 
iety that controversy over tuition 
fees could hold up plans to dri- 
ve up school standards. 


An Erotic Review 



The Erotic Print Society REVIEW 

is now available quarterly to readers for the first Hmr 
(As revealed in kst Monday’s Independent) The writers 
are well known. The features are provocative. The 
illustrations are explicit. Only die price is modest 
£5.00 for a subscription to four issues. 

EPS ^ ^ VisaAfestercar d details to: EPS 

JSS^i^^rL 0645, London SW™ 977 or FREEPHONE 
0800 026 25 24 or Fax 0171-244 8999 A IA SEXUALLY EXpueni 


#/ 


A. 


=T. 





ifcjh c> 






iJpjilLJ' 


• fo^ 


nevdez 


pgvie ft . 



7/YOUNG BRITAIN 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
20 NOVEMBER. IW 


Family values 
for the next 

generation 

BY NICOLE VEASH AND 
JACK O’SULLIVAN 


‘Children will be my priority in life’ 


Many young Britons are 
disillusioned with their 
own parents for working 
long hours. The next 
generation wants to give 
their children a better 
deal, according to 2020 
Vision, a survey of 10,000 
young people aged 
between 12-25, 
exclusively previewed by 
The Independent every 
day this week. 


Stephen Hartley-Brewer from 
north-west London is 17 and ap- 
plying for university. But he is 
already thinking about when he 
will become a father, probably, 
he says, in his thirties. “The ba- 
sic plan,” he says, “is to become 
a merchant banker, which has 
a horrendous workload and 
dawn-till-dusk hours. It's not 
ideal for kids. So when I decide 
to have children, HI give my job 
up and become a self-employed 
consultant so that I can work 
from home. Even though I 
might still have to work hard, I 
would be there for them aJl the 
time, instead of being that 
stressed bloke who comes home 
just before they are going to 
bed” 

Stephen's attitude is typical 
of his generation. Asked to de- 
fine a good parent, those sur- 
veyed ranked “providing nice 
home and clothes” bottom in 
their list of priorities, behind 
standards and discipline and 
concern about education. More 
important than all of these was 
“love and time spent with chil- 


dren" - 77 per cent said it was 
the most important character- 
istic of a good parent. 

Researchers found young 
people often did not regard 
their own parents as role mod- 
els, because they bod failed to 
provide sufficient affection or 
support. 

Rath young men and women 
strongly backed equal sharing 
of responsibility for children, al- 
though women were sceptical 
that the men would live up to 
their high principles. 

“I'd want to be there for 
them,” says Danny Docherty, 18, 
a DJ and youth worker from 
Birkenhead. “If it came to push. 
I’d be happy to look after the kids 
and stay 3t home. J’d give up my 
career gladly. The weD-being of 
a human being is more important 
than a career you have to 
choose before you have kids 
whether it’s career that comes 
first or family. Because, to be 
honest, you can't have both.” 

Chris and Sarah Eappariel- 
lo from Bishop Stortford have 
already been forced into mak- 
ing the choice. Aged 25 and 24 
respectively, they have a 16- 
montb-old daughter, Francesca. 
After she was born, Chris, an in- 
ternal auditor, switched his job, 
which involved a lot of overseas 
travel so he could spend more 
time at home. Sarah, who had 
worked in investment banking, 
gave up her job. 

They have decided against 
having a nanny or placing 
Francesca in a nursery. “I felt 
it was a lot better to be giving 
my time to Francesca than go- 
ing out to work. We made that 
decision before we got 
married,” says Sarah. 



Family girl: Beverley Bloom at the Cafe Du Paris Photograph: Graham jepson 


Beverley Bloom, 22, Is the 
daughter of self-made property 
tycoon Desmond, who is said to 
be worth more than £40 m. 

She is also a self-confessed 
shopping addict and celebrity “It 
girt”. 


“My brother. Baron, and I never had nan- 
nies. My parents actually didn't believe 
that we should brought up by somebody 
else. As soon as we were bom they de- 
rided to work from home so they could 
spend as much time as possible with 
us. 

“People always find it surprising when 
I tell them my dad built up a successful 
business and didn’t sacrifice time with his 
family. But it was a conscious decision on 
his behalf because he didn’r want to be 
one of these stay-away fathers. 

“I actually think my dad was unusu- 
al. Most people I know didn't see their 
parents very much when they were grow- 
ing up. My mum and dad didn't even get 
baby sillers when they went out in the 
evening. 

“Every time they needed to go a par- 
ty, we went with them, which was really 
fun. We were never excluded from any 
part of their life and that’s why the four 
of us are still so close today. 

“1 would never have a nanny to look 
after my children because I just don’t un- 
derstand bow people can bear to leave 
their children with strangers. 

“You miss out on so many things if you 
are not around to see your children grow 
up. And nothing can ta ke the place of par- 
ents who spend a lot of time at home. 

“I know people who buy their child- 
ren presents to make up for not being 
there, but there’s no way material goods 
can replace time and affection. In the 
end, there’s no point in having a family 
if you can't spend time with your 
children. 

“When ] gel married, children and 
family wfll definitely be my priority in life. 
I want a stable home life and marriage 
is definitely the best place for me to bring 
up my children. Divorce is really awful for 
famili es- 1 think if you are going to get 
married you should stick with it and work 
out your problems. 

“Having said that, most of my friends 
long to get married and have children, 
even if their own parents have split up. 
so maybe young people want to give 
family life another chance.” 
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The teenagers 
who worship the 
god of mammon 
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The Compaq Presario 2212 comes 
with a very useful extra, our authorised 
technician. 

He not only delivers your computer, 
he also unpacks, sets up and checks h, 
so it’s ready for you to use. You’ll also 
feel the reassurance of our free one year 
. on-site warranty and customer service 
and support line.** 

We believe this is the smart way to 
hay a home or office computer. In feet you 
can only order this complete Presario 
package direct from Compaq. Call us to 
find out more. After all, at the end of the 
phone is a Compaq, a com pu ter of quality. 
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They are the generation 
who have everything. 
Trainers with the right 
• label, home 
I entertainment systems 
( in their bedrooms and 
, mountain bikes in the 
garage. A picture 
emerges from the 2020 
Vision survey of a young 
nation more 
materialistic than any 
before. 

Gillian Meade, 15, from Had- 
low in Kent, thinks peer 
pressure lies behind her gener- 
ation's materialism. “We are 
judged on everything. What 
clothes we have, what trainers 
we wear, even what Walkman we 
have and that's why we are so 
materialistic.” die says. 

“But I don’t necessarily 
think this s a bad thing, because 
it makes us realise that you’ve 
got to do something to earn 
enough money so you can then 
go and buy what you want” 

Jo Gardiner, campaigns di- 
rector for the Industrial Society, 
agrees saying: “Young people 
can be classified as materialis- 
tic because they buy a lot of 
things, but it's probably not as 
straightforward as that 

“What we actually see is 
them purchasing a badge of be- 
longing. If they don't two a 
stereo, for example, they are 
switched off from youth music 
culture. To belong they have got 
to go and buy a stereo. This ends 
up becoming a necessity not a 
luxury." 

The young also hanker after 
high-tech accoutrements - 
more own a television set (83 
per cent) than a book (80 per 
cent). Nearly a quarter want a 
computer- if they don’t already 
have one - while a Playstation 
or Sega Megadrive is fourth on 
their wishlist 


Home 

Entertainment 

Update 


Save up to £100 


JVC 29 inch 
Colour TV £699.99 

Dolby Prologic AVZ9SX2** 
(537/0797) 

Catalogue price: £799.99. 
(Save £100). 


JVC Dolby Protege AV255X2 CTV (537/0883) IF&lOfr* (£649.99) £569.99 

JVC Dolby Preface AV21SX2 CTV (537/0890) IFCrIO* (£499.99) £469119 

Free Home Delivery and Installation (normally within 3 working days). 
10 months Interest Free Credit (0%APR) available on these products. 


P'tOlOGlC COLOUR 


Hitachi 28" Prologic CTV C2848TM (537/0759) IFCJO* (£749.00) £699.99 

Sony 2T Prologic KV29F3 (537/0B07) IFC-.6 ++ (£899.99) £819.99 


B/K*» COUMIR TELEVISIONS 



TELT-^T COlOtH TELEVISES 


Sanyo 21' Text 21HT2 (537/0766) 


IFC:B 4* (£279.99) £259.99 


TELEVISION «0S)?e« 


Citizen LCD 5.5cm CTV & cobar monitor (530/7980) 


TV/VCP PACKAGES 


Hitachi 21" men CTV/VCR 645 1537/0924) IFC:6 ♦♦ 
Hitachi 25' Hem CTV/VCR 645 (537/0931) IFCS ++ 
Sanyo 21* tet CTV/VHR 277 1537,1)814) JFC-6 


(£89.99) £79.99 


(£668.00) £647.00 
(£768.00) £747.00 
(£429.00) £409.00 
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Eleven-year-old Michael 
Berliner, from Bedfordshire, 
is saving up to buy the latest 
must-have computer game for 
his Playstation. 

“I’m going to buy Tbmb 
Raider n as soon as it comes 
out,” he says. “It going to cost 
about £50, which zs a lot, but I’ve 
been saving up for it. And 1 
would rather spend my pocket 
money on quality things because 
there’s no point in wasting it on 
sweets. I might as well buy the 
best.” 

TELL US YO UR VIE 

The Independent welcomes 
comment or responses to 
die articles on tills page 
from readers aged between 
12 and 25. Please write to 
Nicole Veash at The Indepen- 
dent. I Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf, London EM 
5DU by fax on 0171 293 2451; 
or e-mail to n.veash@Hnde- 
pendent.eo.uk. We will pub- 
lish a selection of views later 
in die week. If you have 
missed any of our survey de- 
tails, they are on our 
Internet site at 
hnp^Avww.independenccauk 

2020 Vision is co-ordinated 
by the Industrial Society 
with additional research by 
MORI. The Action Agenda 
along with fuft results of the 
research will be bunched 
next Monday. 


Although having the latest 
gadget might be a necessity for 
teenagers, those in their twen- 
ties have a different story to tell. 
Claire Wilkinson, 22, worits in 
the tourist industry. “When I 
was a teenager,” she says, “I had 
lots of spare cash to spend on 
CDs or clothes. Now things are 
different I’ve just moved into 
an unfurnished fiat so all my 
money is going to be spent on 
base things, like buying a bed 
— compared to my teenage 
years, I'm fairly impoverished,” 


JVC Adagio Mini System £249.99 

DT401T (510/4932) 
Catalogue price 
£269.99 
(Save £20). 

10 months Interest Free Credit (0%APR) available. 
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Sanyo HCDZ100F CO/Sterso/Rad/Rec (510/3902) ♦ (£79.99) £74.99 

5anyo MCDZ87 CD/Stereo/Rad/Rec (510/3988) ♦ s (£149.99) £139.99 


pmcML snno 


Sanyo CDP195 Personal CD (510/4413) 
Aiwa HS-PX477 Personal Stereo (510/4358) 


♦ (£69.99) £54.99 

♦ s (£ 5999 ) £54.M 


'IE,/-!- rf-NFS 


Sony MDRIF I2§K Cordless (535/8317) ♦ (£44.50) £39.50 

Sony MDRIF 125RK Rechargeable Cordless (535/9093) ♦ (£54.99) £49.99 


IMEfiiA-SV.EV' 


Panasonic CORD 830 ROS/Car CD Combi (500/9185) ♦♦ s (£249.99) £229.99 


Catalogue n amber and catalogue price shown in brackets. 


16 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ON ALL PRODUCTS. 

Items narked IF&G are available with 6 months Interest Free Credit (0% APR). 
Items matted IFCdO are available with 10 months Interest Free Credit (0% APR). 
foJiral eremite puce ef £469.99. 10 months interest tree oedtt (0%). Unmum 10% deposit ot 
£49.99. plus 10 nuqitffly payments of £42.0(1 Total amount payable £469.99, subject to status. 

Please ask in-store for further detail 

PlB&se note Hems marked ♦ have previously been on sale at the same price. Items marled 
♦♦ have been diarpl at intervening pnees voce they were fast oflered far sale. Hems marled 
<> have not been price reduced, hems mart®! ❖ ❖ have premcly been on sak at a lower price. 
All prices are correct, & priory footnotes accurate at bme of pwig to press All pros include VAT 
(17.5%) where appropriate S Superstore only 
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TOMORROW: how to win the young vote 
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SAVE 


CD Mini Hi-Fi 

Multiplay - play* «P to 3 , CDs ' 
100 watts (RMS) per channel* 

■ DJ mix functions. 

■ 4 speakers included. 

Model MHCRX90. 

wm eM&$Q- Was 099J99. 
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SONY 

UHnhCoMpMX CXI Mhra HM 

■ Autorewnrea. 

■ 10 woteOtMS) per channel 

■ Digital output 

for MM Disc CURRYS PRICE 

— “*f199» 
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SONY 

□1 W-H MrWi TtamrabJe 
■ Htoftfpfaqr-Phjrt 
Dp to 3 CDv 

CD IM with itaraNe I *30 wrens (RMS) 
per Channel. 

Model Gl. 
ws £29939. 

Whs £27939. 
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ADVANCED 
FEATURES INCLUDE: 


■ MuMptay - plays up to 5 CDs. 

■ 85 watts (RMS) per channel. 

■ 3 mode Dolby Pro-Logic 

■ Dolby 'B' NR. 

■ Full logic cassette deck. 

■ 15 band spectrum analyser. 


AIWA 

Dolby Pro-Logic CD Hi-Fi 
with Turntable 

Model ZD4500. Was £849.99. 
In-store Price £799.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

VOUCHER PRICE 

£74999 


FREE 

PORTABLE CD 
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£25999 
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JVC 


free 

PORTABLE CD 
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JVC CD MM IM BHI curbs im 

■ NbMptar- plain Hi AM 

■ 3^«rtttS0iMg HUf £fcZrf.99 

per channel. Model 0301. Mte £24939. 
fi MONTHS DWTBIE5T FRK OPTION* 


AIWA 

CDNBoort-n 

■ Programmable 
CD. 

■ Remote control. 
Modal LCX110. 



EXTRA VOUCHER 


vwiwuj niwi 

£14939 


AIWA Ultm-Oompaa a> Mao IM 

■ Logic arwnte r.uii.ijmmMg 

rlTOoo 

.£S?5U Ii22iri/3J9 

Model 10(330. 



AIWA CD Mni 
IMtipily - pbyi 
uptoSOM. 

Model NSX-S70. 
tMLOS999TlMt £34939. Smore Price £29934. 
« MONTHS BUSIEST FREE OCTKMT 


FREE 

CD 

TOWER 1 

llv.-ii 





£37999 


JVCcDMidM-fl 

‘Exr 9 E(J £279^9 

Modal D601. Was £3493S was £29939. 

6 MOnHS MTSEST (HGE OPTION* 


SAVE 

TOTAL OF; 

70 


PIONEER 

CD MIN IM 

■ Multiptay- ploy*!*] to 3 CXH. 

■ 70 watts (RMS) per channeL 
Model N470. 

Wm £34939. VOUCHER PRICE 
InMure Me* £39930. BMMJfc 

S MOHIKS MIBtEST I all 

£4/3.99 
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Panasonic . *|| SHARP*.* 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


PIONEER cp mm « m 

■ MuMptay - ptiy« V OU C H B l noa 

up to 3 CD*. HUB |AA 

BMfloSjs 

POIMU output * IWvdd 

Model N-T70.WB £24939. Instore Price £19939. 
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AIWA CD Hi-fi with TUmtabJe 

■ RAdUpbqr - ptoys up to 5 CD*. 

■ 50 watts (RMS) per channeL 

■ 9 band spectrum analyser. ■ 32 station presets. 
Model ZR500- In-s tore Price £34939. 

6 MONTHS IWIHIEST HH OfTKM* 


AIWA 

CD Mini Hi-H 

■ MUMlplay - plays 19 to 5 CDs. 

■ 200 watts (RMS) per channel. 

■ 7-band spectrum analyser. 

Model NSXF9. 

in-store Price £44939. 


PANASONIC 

CDMHHM 

Midtipiffy - plays up to 5 OJ*. 

Model 5CAK-40. 

Was £329.99. CURRYS PRICE 

at £29999 


SAVE 


30 


PANASONIC atMWHMT 

II IfaWpIay - pta ymp to 5 CDs. 

■ So watts (RMS) ^naimsmia 
per channel. M RM 

Model SC-AK 20 . R(t] rJQMaa 
was 079.99. UJ UWjS 
6 MONTHS MIBK5T HOE oraON* 
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VOUCHER PRICE 

{39999 


O YAMAHA 




EXTRA VOUCH ER 

FREE] 

1 f "t*41|- ] l‘- J ;n 


YAMAHA 

Dolby Pro-Logic Amplifier 

■ 70 watts maximum power. 

■ 6 Hi-fi DSP programmes. 
Model DSPAS92. 


■ Son -couch twin 
cassette deck. 
Model CDC410. 


ISUPERSl 

value; 


■ 5 speakers 
included 
Model CDC47D. 


AIWA Dofey fto-togk CD IM «dth Innlb 

■ Mutdpiay - play* 

up to 5 CD*. |WW!| ammnaa 

■ 100 watts (RMS) |n§fl Qftft 

per ChanneL imSCOMM 

■ 5 mode Dolby IBilM £Vl#l/<99 
Pro-Logic 

Model ZM950G. *Ask for detafls. 
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charnel output. 
■ 6 audio Input 
terminals. 


c119» 







Model AX-390. Wes £16939. 
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MASTERCARE 


Coverplan 



PEACE OF MIND FOR 
YEARS TO COME 


♦PLUS INTEREST FREE OPTION WHEN 
PURCHASED WITH ANY PRODUCT 
OVER £ 1 00. A ; . n ■ ; ? ? • ' : 


Many of cwr Oamit prices are Ciary* lowest 
net Hod d tower pike for the mm product 
and affix mmphte, new, boxed and w stock 
n a locd shop within 7 days of padian and 
wel match It 

WE’LL NEVER 






On over 800 home 
appliances when you 
purchase before 4pm. 
48 hour delivery 
available hi parts 
of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

You can even 
choose morning or 
afternoon delivery, 
or take it home now 
Ask In-store for Aill ' 
details. 


*for exceptional 
value, exdtalve to 
DSG Retail Ltd. 


With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credit otter kvstore. 
Ask for details. 


Available in-store. 


[•'ll 1 ,* rl ■ ,)-ni 


For direet, doorstep 
defivory, Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax. 
01442 888145 (9am- 
8pm Mon-Fri, 9am- 
530pm Sat, 10am- 
5pm Sun). Delivery 
charges from G J5. 
Part of DSG Retail Ltd. 


Repairs 7 days a week 
(same day wherever 
possible]. 



For most large items 
if you phone before 
Warn Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Currys stare. 


PHI 

•> 

-Sr-- ^ 
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BUT CAf-Jf.'OT GUARANTEE TK! 
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MnuLftnoH 

On «B free-standing 

gas and electric 
cooken by CORGI 
regtored engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores}. 


Currys 

TT 7 IU 7 



m iHAM/P Account a Interest free if repaid in 
l|/nyrC fun before (or with) Gth, 9th. 10th, 
nUIUW 12th or 18th inaithfy repayment 
acronfing tn the period stated with the product 
See our *How It Works' showcard in-store for detaib. 
Example based on Cash Price of £499.99. 


Balance of E37.fi* before 
(or with) the 12th monthly 
repayment. Total a»uit 
pay^te £49939. BfTBIEST 0%. 



For km ntas £1000 ad ova nminan depost is 
1W.Srf^tosWus*ileuywDpeaa0f7ys 
Pi«fcA*w^Aanit Written op* 
qxMmaoi&ktn RquattranDqinffl^ 
Ifayfasds Avow;, Hend Ken^idiead. Ifert5 HP2 7FE. 
(AjfbntSDBstlnlSorowcZlBNortiBniiKM) 


la^witfor die spedal voudier savings wi^ sheeted orodurtl 

amply take this a^rt la any Cutrysstore ^ fS ^ ertISement - 

purchase. Some voucher offers are an alternative to existino ^ 
otfiw offers. Branch use only. Discount using Q>de 4 '™ l 

prices valid only until Wedn^Zfth tSSS V » 7 . ° Wa! ° fM> These Vouchef 
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Island Records founder to float new ventures 
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Chris Blackwell, founder 
of Island Records, 
recently severed his links 
Wlth Polygram. In 
Strawberry Hill, Jamaica, 
ne told Phil Davison why he 
had cut loose, and about 
his plans for a new label. 


Chris Blackwell left his native 
Jamaica and began selling 
records to London’s West In- 
dian community from the back 
seat of his Mini Cooper at the 
sgc of 25. After launching Bob 
Mariey, Cat Stevens, U2 and a 
galaxy of other stars, he sold that 
business. Island Records, to 
Polygram in 1989 for $3 00m 
(£l80m) but retained artistic 

control of output 

Now, after a falling out with 
Polygram, Blackwell is starting 
from scratch in the record busi- 
ness. Except, of course, he has 
a bit more cash to play with awH 
still owns the Island Trading 
boutique chain and Island Out- 
post properties — an up mar ket 
chain of luxury hotels and ex- 
clusive resorts. 

Speaking from his 12-villa 
Strawberry Hill resort in the 
lush hills above Kingston, 
Blackwell, a white Jamaican 
from a wealthy island family , re- 
vealed that he will compete with 
Polygram through his little- 
known Jamaican record label 
Blue Moun tain Music. 

The focus will be reggae, par- 
ticularly reggae artists Sly and 
Robbie, and a newly-signed 
English pop group, Marlena. 

“Sly and Robbie played with 
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Bob Mariey: Put on world 
stage byWackwetl.. .O 


the late Peter Tosh,” he said. 
“They’ve played with Grace 
Jones and they’ve been the 
backbone of Jamaican record 
production for a pretty tong 
time. They produced the theme 
from the new Jamaican film 
Dancehafl Queen, which was a 
big hit for us this year. 

Marlena is a two-person 
combo, with 21-year-old Mar- 
lena Back from Blackpool and 
her 29-year-old co-songwriter 
Benny Dimassa from London. 
Both are Angto-Italians. “Mar- 
ietta hasn’t put out any records 
yet. It's very good sort of pop 
music. It’s not rock, it’s sort of 
between folkie and pop. If 
there’s anyone you'd say she’s 
a bit like — No, I don’t want to 
say who she’s like ... Well, 
Kate Bush ... But you don’t 
want to say someone's like 
someone. It’s kind of damning. 

“Under the deal with Poly- 
gram, we can't put out any 
records until next July.” 

Blackwell, 60, who in the 
Fifties was aide-de-camp to Ja- 
maica’s British governor Sir 
Hugh Foot, received an hon- 


orary doctorate last week from 
the University of the West In- 
dies in Kingston, along with one 
of his proteges, reggae star 
Jimmy Gift, for their services 
to music. 

He explained for the first 
time why be had resigned last 
month as the chairman of Island 
Records and from the board of 
Polygram after a dispute with 
Polygram boss Jacques Levy. 

“Basically, we’d not been 
seeing eye to eye as to what my 
role would be. What I had 
unshed to do was to expand a 
wholly entertainment group 
within Polygram That’s why I 
sold them my film group. Island 
Pictures, three years ago. I said, 
look. I’ve run Island Records for 
35 years, I don’t want to do just 
the same thing 

“I wanted to buy the music 
TV cable company The Box, 
which now is one of the fore- 
most ways of breaking music, 
and 50 per cent of Interscopc, 
which was available at the time 
and which has really been the 
most successful record compa- 
ny over the last three years, with 
artists like Nine Inch Nails and 
Tupac Shakur. If they had al- 
lowed Island to buy it. Polygram 
would unquestionably have 
been the number one company 
in the world. 

“The chairman of the board 
[Mr Levy] was not really keen 
on these acquisitions." 

Commenting on his 35 years 
with Island Records, Blackwell 
explained: “Frankly, the bigger 
one gets, even when it’s inde- 
pendently-owned, ifsveiy hard. 
I found it impossible to keep the 
same spirit as when it was very 
small. When it’s very small, 
you can have a sort of guerril- 
la force type spirit As we be- 
came a small corporation, it 
became difficult to compete. As 
a guerrilla force, you can com- 
pete with an army but as a small 
army, it’s very diffi cult to com- 
pete with a big one.” 

A major catalyst in Black- 
well’s split with Pblygram was a 
disagreement over a new Island 
Pictures film called Gingerbread 
Man , scripted by John Grisham 
and directed by Robert Altman. 
“When the film was first shown 
to everyone, we aD liked h . But 
... it didn’t test very well and 
Polygram wanted to change 
the movie. Polygram's top [film] 
man, Michael Kuhn, never 
spoke to Altman and another 
editor was put in on the film. I 
disagreed with that complete- 
ly. For right or wrong. Island’s 
approach has always been to re- 
alty support the artist. 

‘Altman has been an entirety 
independent maverick operator 
in Hollywood for a very long 
fane. Once you decide to go into 
business with him, you're es- 
sendalfy putting your confi- 
dence in him and bis eye and 
what he wants to do. So I rang 
Levy and said, look, I want to 
resign. This is not how Island 
has ever operated.” 

In addition to Blue Moun- 
tain Music, BlackweD hopes to 
mark et the Jamaican football 
(pam, nic kname d Reggae Bcyz, 
who qualified last weekend for 
the World Cup finals. 

“We might make a compi- 
lation of reggae songs that have 
been written about them. I 
think they could take over from 
Brazil as everybody’s second 
favourite team.” 


Old devils of heavy metal 
make a new pact 
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Cardinal Ratzinger of the 
Vatican must be pleased, 
wherever he is. Black Sabbatlu 
a band he once condemned as 
an instrument of theDevfl, is 
back. Despite years of bitmg 
the heads off bate and t*mg 
sojroiinded by the smell of 

Srebouli OB. the ongjn* 
Liunmiehea^metelto^= 

planning a two-night ge«o- 

gether in their home-town 

nr toped .hat »» 
SWapmistt kav c meant 

^eafrkneBforthehmy 

oW Satanists of rock, bm 
conce . p . lit* “A Bit of 
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-Rat Salad -OWd^ 
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Sabbath, with a variety of 
members, have been playing 
whh the original lead-singer, 
Tbny lommi, who made sure 
early on that he owned the 
rights to the name Black .Sab- 
bath. This made little differ- 
ence to another member, a Mr 

Ozzie Osborne, who made 
hhhself famous in his own 
right, by biting the beads off 
♦Kin gs on stage and once, it is 
reported, esptodiiig afewtous 
of raw liver over an audience. 

When Blade Sabbath last 
played together in Britain 
there was also a Labour gov- 
ernment, led by . Jim 
Callaghan. ■ 

In the years that the dif- 
ferent members have been 
T railing around stadiuros.fuu 
erf spotty Americans or.woise, 
small theatres full of 35-year- 

old “snakdrite” drinkeisftom 
Dudley, the heavy-metal scene 
has gone through a number of 

incarnations. . 

— Paul McCann 
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Island of dreams: Chris 
Blackwell at his 

Strawberry H3I resort in 
junaica. He has just been 
awarded an honorary 
doctorate for services to 
music by the University of 
the West Indies 
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Vodafone is 

giving jou more 
words for your 

money. 


Up to 33% more minutes free. 


On January 1st, 1998. were improving our digital tariffs to give both our new 
and existing customers significantly better value. 

For example,, current Personal World 15 customers will get 330 more minutes free 
every month and a reduction of over 12% on peak national call charges. Our business 
customers will enjoy 20% more minutes free and an average 10% reduction in 
national call charges* All of this for no extra cost. 

Whats more,, were offering these benefits automatically (there's no need to wait 
until January 1st to join the UK's most popular mobile network). 

News like this will have everyone talking. 


for the best value, 

the word is 


‘Excludes BminessWbild 500 customers. 
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Summer reading 
schools failed to 
raise standards 


The Government's 
summer literacy schools 
failed to improve 
children’s reading, but 
did make them mote 
enthusiastic about 
learning. A report to be 
published today is 
expected to question the 
use of “quick-fix** 
solutions for poor 
readers, says Judith Judd , 
Education Editor. 


™J"*"r ** g to^e Queen and Prince Philip yesterday as the royal couple passed by on their way to the 
Guildhall in the City of London to celebrate their Golden Wedding anniversary Sotogmph: Brii Harris 


Overall, the leading of 900 11- 
year-olds who attended the lit- 
eracy summer schools scheme 
did not improve. Some actual- 
ly chalked op lower scores on 
tests at the end of the course 
than they did at the beginning. 
Equally, some did better. 

All the pupils, who were 
among those just below the ex- 
pected standard for their age in 
reading, received SO hours ex- 
tra tuition in 29 two-week sum- 
mer schools at a cost of 



The Link 






If vsu find exactly the sanw 
sscKaae cheaper loca-ly within 
7 days, .ve will refar.d the difference. 






1 asterc 3 rc Ceverplen Mobile 
Phone insurance Is available 
for everything from accidental 
damage tc theft and call cloning. 



We have 2 range of 
'Hands-free' car Kits for ail our 
mobile phones 



Link up * 
today 
at 116 
stores 
Nationwide 


£300,000. ; . 

The scheme, which has the 
personal backing of the Prime 
Minister and was much trum- 
peted by die Government, was 
first publicised in June when 
Stephen Byers, tbs schools stan- 
dards minister, said that 870 
children would “be offered the 
chance to boost their reading 
sulk at the new literary sum- 
mer schools”. 

At the end of August, the 
prime Minster chose to mark his 
return from holiday by an- 
nouncing that the scheme was 
being expanded to include 
16,000 pupils at 500 centres next 
year. 

Today’s report, commis- 
sioned by advisers at the Qual- 
ifications and Curriculum 
Authority, is based on tests 
carried out by the National 
Foundation for Educational 
Research. The foundation test- 
ed a sample of children who at- 
tended this year’s summer 
schools before and after their 
courses. 

Its report is understood to 
suggest that other Government 
proposals such as a daily liter- 
acy hour in primary sdiools have 
a better prospect of raising 
standards than the summer 
schools. Ministers will, howev- 
er, be able to argue that the 
sdiools have been a success be- 
cause they have motivated 
pupils. The report says that 
they are more positive about 


both, school and-readjM&han 
they. were last term. Ipaj^iiay 
prove important in implying 
their reading inihe longterm- _ 

Better literacy is one a the ; 
Government’s Ifey plcdgra on . 
education. Ministers hawe^et a ' 
target for 80 per cent of lTyear- 
oids to have reached the ex- 
pected standard in Engl i sh by - 
the year 2002. The present fig- 
ure is 62 per cent. 

Anne Barnes, general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation for the Teaching of 
English, said: “You cannot 
necessarily expect progress to 
show up immediately in tests. If 
there is an improvement in at- 
titude that may lead to im- 
provement over a whole year." 

The Government, she- Sug- 
gested, is confused. There 
might be an argument for pro- 
viding a reading activity during 
the holidays but that would 
not necessarily lead to im- 
proved reading. Children 
progress best with teachers who 
knew them well, she added. 

In August, Mr Blair 
promised another £4 millk mof 
Government money for summer 
literacy schools and Downing 
Street said that Maurice Hatter, 
chairman of IMO Precisions 
Controls, would donate a fur- 
ther £1 milli on. Mr Hatter’s do- 
nation was disclosed hours after 
Mr Blair appealed for private . 
sector investment to match the 
Government’s. 


New regime for 
young offenders 




For cno-off payment of 
F.t5 '.vfier. 70 u m 3 «e your purchase, 
you can return your phone ano 
cancel y cur airtime- without 
penalty anytime within the first 
12 months. 


If you art not completely satisfied, 
return your mobile phene v>ii.*- t in 
f*i davs for o refund. 


Up to eight jails for c riminal*; 
aged 15 to 17 are to be estab- 
lished as part of a new approach 
to dealing with juvenile of- 
fenders, under plans being 
drawn up by prison officials. 

The Prison Service wants to 
separate about 2,600 juveniles 
under 18 years old from other 
offenders and set up special 
regimes in an attempt to divert 
them away from a life of crime. 

The proposal was disclosed 
yesterday as the Chief Inspec- 
tor of Prisons published a ma- 
jor study into young offenders 
aged under 22, which conclud- 
ed that current the system was 
doing more harm than good and 
needed a radical overhaul. 

Sir David Ramsbotbam's re- 
port said: "‘More damage is 
done to immature adolescents 
than to any other type of pris- 
oner by current conditions.” 

In a surprise response, 
Richard T3t, director-general of 
the Prison Service, said bis 
agency proposed to separate of- 
fenders aged 15, 16 and 17 and 
place them in about seven or 
eight dedicated establishments. 
Offenders aged under 18 are 
currently locked up in Young 
Offenders Institutions (YOI) 
with others up to 22 yeais old 
and in a small number of cases 
adult prisons. 


The new “juvenile jails” 
would probably be based at ex- 
isting YOIs. They are likely to 
include^ special training pro- 
grammes, education and 
greater em phasis on physical ac- 
tivities. — 

The creation of new regimes 
will cost an estimated £18m a 
year at a time when money is ex- 
traordinarily tight for prison sys- 
tem and the number of inmates 
is rising. 

Mr Tilt said he would pre- 
sent the proposals to ministers 
by the summer, but suggested 
more funding was likely to be 
needed. 

Joyce Quin, Home Office 
minister, said they would be ex- 
amined as part of a current re- 
view of the criminal justice 
system. 

Yesterday’s report said that 
a large proportion of those 
aged under 22 were locked into 
a cyde of reoffending, hart a his- 
tory of social service care, had 
taken drugs, and were victims 
of abuse. 

It concluded: “Unless they 
[young offenders] receive indi- 
vidual attention and opportu- 
nities to change, their time in 
custody will make them worse 
rather than better.” 

— Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 


FREEPHONE 
0500 222 666 

For your nearest store 
or to order direct 


DAILY POEM 


Hand relief 


by Kathleen Jamie 


• Use ki over 60 Countries 
Worldwide 

• ExceSent Call Clarity 

• Per-Second BUBnq 

• Fix, Data and Short 
Message Sendee 


Whatever happened to friends like Liz, 

who curled her legs on a leather settee, 

and touched your knee, giri/girl, 

as she whispered what the businessmen of Edinburgh 

wear beneath their suits - 


laughed and hooked her hair back 

saying Tuesday, giving some bloke 

hand relief she’d looked up at the ceiling 

for the hundredth time that lunch-hour, 

and screaming, slammed the other hand down hard 

on the panic button; bad to stand there 

topless in front of the bouncers 

and the furious punter, saying 

sorry, I'm sorry, it was Just a spider... 


Whatever happens to girls like Liz 

fresh out of school, at noon on a Saturday 

waiting for her shift at Hotspots 

sauna, in a dressing gown 

with a pink printed bunny 

who follows you to the window 

as you look out at the city 

and calls you her pal. She says , you're a real pal. 


vme0 iii i c*ttaGdhrtDlglWni«^trtLFtaEStoreiiiMetap*Wl]tal«tniV* E * , * ,fccu,tn, ^ w, ^^ c,M *^^ 

<Wian yw eonwel to CMneC Mg#*' ’’When >00 corewet to On CWiNt Mptf AHndush* pastas S*** ewipMd^ to W™* by normal nonWyd^VxatSO+EasiiranmctlanrEZian 


Today's selection from the five poets who have won this year’s 
Paul Hamlyn foundation Awards for Artists comes from KatiK 
l^n Jamie s latest collection The Queen of Sheba (Bloodaxe, 
£6.95), which also won a Somerset Mau gham Award. 
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Small fry launches big duel for the skies 
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British Airways' 
announcement that it 
wifi launch a tow-cost 
carrier was hailed by 
some as Velcome 
competition'. For other 
smaller, 'no-frills* 
airlines it is the start of 
a war, says Randeep 
Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent. 


For many airlines, BA’s move 
has an uncomfortable ring 
about it. They believe that the 
world’s most profitable airline 
is prepared to throw money at 
an enterprise in order to snatch 
market share from its low- 
cost rivals. 

Stelios Haji-Ioannou, the 
Greek businessman who 
brought no-frills flying to 
Britain with easyJet, it is a clear 
case of BA pinching his idea. 

“BA wanted to buy 49 per 
cent of easyjet. BA said they 
could not proceed with the pur- 
chase because of management 
were unsure of getting regula- 
tory approval. The next thing 
l hear is that they have pho- 
tocopied our idea.” said Mr 
Hajl-ioannou. 1 . 

Many point out that BA has 


a track record in “playing hard- 
ball”. Sir Freddie Laker, the 
low-fare pioneer, started his 
Skytrain services to the US in 
the 1970s but it collapsed after 
cut-throat competition from 
the big carriers. 

Years later he won a £6m 
settlement from BA and oth- 
er airlines after bis claims that 
big carriers caused the failure 
of his service in 1982. 

When Richard Branson 
started Virgin Atlantic, it was 
targeted in a “dirty- tricks" 
campaign by BA. The affair 
ended with it paying Mr Bran- 
son libel damages in an out-of- 
court settlement 

For easyJet — the original 
low-cost carrier - nothing less 
than a full investigation by the 
European Commission com- 
petition authoriries will suffice. 

“We have a dominant air- 
line willing to lose unlimited 
sums of money competing with 
substantially smaller airlines 
that could be driven out in the 
process,** read newspaper ad- 
verts in yesterday’s papers. 
The headline over the full 
page ad is entitled “Beauty and 
the Beast” and is illustrated 
with mugshots of BAs chief ex- 
ecutive, Bob Ayting. and the 
manager of the new airline - 
codenamed Blue Sky- Barbara 
Cassani. 
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Dud for the skies: easyJet chief Stefios Haji-Ioannou and yesterday’s anti-BA adverts Photograph: Peter Macdiarmld 


And the advert's wording 
pulls no punches. “It seems to 
us like a textbook case of 
abuse of dominant position un- 
der article 86 of the EC Treaty. 
Wfe expect the EC to investi- 
gate this new cheap trick by BA 
and stop it ... Look at their 
trade record: Laker. British 
Caledonian, Dan air, Virgin, 
who is next? They were all ei- 
ther bought or nearly or actu- 
ally driven out of business.” 

BA were not impressed. 
“There’s plenty of room for • 

of us,” said a spokesman. . 


Many of Mr Haji-Ioannou’s 
peers say this is typically ex- 
plosive behaviour from the 
Greek businessman. Frank 
Pullman, who runs Luton air- 
port- where easyJet flies from, 
says the local authorities -the 
owners of the airport - were 
threatened with legal action tty 
Mr Haji-Ioannou when the 
airport' s owneiswould not let 
hQn K bity”iL 

“I think Stelios' first three 
calls are to his lawyers, his 
lawyers and hisJawyers,” said 
Mr Pullman. . 
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THE PRICES BA MUST MATCH 

London Scansced to Cork £38 return with Ryanair 


London Sonsted to Oslo £99 return with Ryanair 


London Luton to Munich £98 return with Debonair 


London Luton to Barcelona £78 return with EasyJet 

London Luton to Geneva £98 return with Easyjet 

London to Paris £69 return with Eurostar 
(AH tickets carry restrictions) . 
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Genetically-modified 

food to hit shelves in 
the New Year 


Up to 60 per cent of 
products on 

supermarket shelves will 
contain genetically- 
modified ingredients 

from the New Year. 

Jeremy Laurence, Health 
Editor, explains how 
retailers’ opposition to 
the new food technology 
has been circumvented. 


All foods containing genetical- 
ly-modified soya and maize 
protein are to be labelled under 
an agreement announced by the 
food industiy today. 

The labels will be applied to 
more than, half of manufactured 
products from next year, in- 
cluding meat and savoury items, 
bread, pastries, margarine and 
spreads, chocolate, beer and 
baby food. Soya or maize pro- 
tein is added to these foods, 
mostly to improve their texture 
and consistency. 

UK supermarkets which 
have opposed the introduction 
of geneticaDy-modified foods on 
the grounds that they were of 
no benefit to the consumer 
have been forced to accept 
them by the superior financial 
muscle of US food producers. 

Most soya protein used in 
Britain is imported from the US, 
where 15 per cent is grown from 
genetically-modified seed. 
However there is no require- 
ment on US producers to seg- 
regate the geneticalty-modified 
product from the unmodified 
one and UK manufacturers 
have no way of knowing which 
they are using. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Food and Drink Federation 
said: “It is highly likety that soya 
arriving in the UK new contains 
same which has been genetically 
modified — as [products] start 
appearing they will be labelled.” 

The labels will be uneqoiv- , 
ocaL stating that the product 
contains geneticaDy-modified 


ingredients, not that it “may" 
contain them, she said. 

Today sees the launch of a 
new exhib ition at the Science 
Museum. Entitled “Future 
Biods" it wffl be opened by Tbs- 
sa Jowell, the public health 
minister, and Jeff Rooker, agri- 
culture minister, and predicts 
char consumers will soon be able 
to choose from potatoes that 
make low-fat chips, broccoli 
that helps prevent cancer and 
strawberries that last longer. 

Geneticalty-modified soya, 
developed in the US, has been 
altered to make it resistant to 
a pesticide known as Roundup. 
This allows crops to be sprayed 
with Roundup at an early stage, 
killing weeds but without dam- 
aging the soya itself, increasing 
yields. 

Some supermarkets have 
resisted the development be- 
cause of consumer fears and be- 
cause the benefits were all on 
the farmers’ side. A spokes- 
woman for Asda said: “We 
have not stocked any foods 
made entirety of genetically- 
modified ingredients and we 
keep a list of foods guaranteed 
to be free of them. We are not 
against them provided they can 
be shown to have benefits for 
customers.” 

Professor Dick Flavefl, di- 
rector of the John lanes 
Centre in Norwich, said genet- 
ically-modified wheat and bar- 
ley would soon foDow soya and 
maize. “Unless there is a back- 
lash on a large scale across Eu- 
rope to make the US change the 
way it handles things it is going 
to be inevitable,” he said. 

T personally am quite con- 
fident in the technology pro- 
vided it is monitored on a 
case-by-case basis. We have al- 
ways known that certain mod- 
ifications, such as introducing a 
nut protein, could be hazardous 
[to those with a nut allergy]. 
Those who want the technolo- 
gy banned are undermining the 
position of the starving people 
In Ethiopia.* 


Whatever happens, 
your pension 
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If life gives you a bumpy ride, here s a 
guarantee from us. Our pension plan won't. 

You can alter your payments, up or down, 
to suit your circumstances* And if you 
take a carer break, you can also take a j 
penalty free break from your payments. i 

An unusually flexible answer to M 
life's ups and downs? 


IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW MORE, TALK TO 
YOUR independent financial adviser. 
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Somalia faces 
floods disaster 


Torrential rains have 
killed thousands of 
Somalis and trapped 
many more on islands in 
the flood. Marais Tanner 
says any relief effort will 
be hamstrung by donor 
countries’ fears of 
becoming entangled with 
the country** notorious 
warlords. 
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Flood-stricken Somalia was fac- 
ing disaster yesterday after the 
country’s two main rivers burst 
their banks and joined togeth- 
er. creating vast flood plains and 
trapping thousands of people. 

Western aid agencies in the 
country, which has been tom 
apart by dan warfare in the last 
few years, said several thousand 
may have died in the rains, while 
lens of thousands more were 
marooned. 

“We are having to make our 
assessments from the air”, said 
Paul Anticoni, a Red Cross of- 
ficer involved in the relief effort 
said. “What we are seeing is 
huge tracts of land and huge 


crowds on small islands. I hes- 
itate to think what will happen 
to them. They are without shel- 
ter some have a few sheep with 
them. We have seen people 
standing on roof tops which are 
collapsing. Our dilemma is 
whether to tzy to rescue people, 
or try to get food to them first. 
On top of that, the waters are 
stDl rising." 

The Juba and Shabelle rivets 
flow from near the border with 
southern Ethiopia and western 
Ethiopia before merging just be- 
fore the Indian ocean in the 
south of Somalia. Much of the 
land in this region is near or be- 


low sea- level and it is here that 
the two rivets have merged 
into a huge lake. 

Somalis depends almost en- 
tirely for their livelihood on 
crops and livestock. The floods 
have swept away recently plant- 
ed maize and a lajge proportion 
of the cattle. 

After the waters recede, So- 
malis will face horrendous prob- 
lems with contamination and 
diseases such as cholera, Mr An- 
ticoni said. 

An international appeal for. 
$10m (£6m) to support the re- 
lief operation has resulted in 
only $5.6m so far, the United 
Nations Children's Fund said. 

The country re mains so un- 
stable that many nations are re- 
luctant to offer : ajd out of a 
justifiable fear that fee relief will 
be simply kidnapped by the war- 
ring factions and nsed for the 
benefit of their afitftias, rather 
than civilians. Somalia has not- 
even had a national gove rnment 
since the overthrow of Mo- 
hamed Siad Bane in 1991. 

As a result of the collapse of 
Somalia’s infrastructure, the 
aid effort is having to be.c<>or-. ; 
dinated in neighhonrmgfe.nya 



Egypt beefs 
up security 


One for the album: Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands hohls on to her hat as her husband. Prince Claus (left) takes 
'snaps of the Sphinx in Giza while on a si g h tseei ng tour of the Sphinx-and the Pyramids yesterday Photograph: AFP 


tourist sites yesterday in the . 
wake of the massacre of 58 . 
tourists at Luxor. "This could ; 
happen anywhere . in tb® t 
world,” President HoSni 
Mubarak said at Cairoairpart 
after seeing off Queen Beatrix , 

of the Netherlands at the end 
of her three-day visit to Egypt - 

President Mubarak sadked 
his interior minister after pub- 
licly berating him for lapses 
chat enabled Muslim militants 
to carryout their bloodiest at- 
tack since their aimed cam- 
paign began in 1992. 

The new interior minister, 
Habib el-Adli, replaced top 
officials at the ministry and 
security officials in Luxor on his 
first full day in office. “The area 
is full of tourists and you tell 
me the police are two kilo- 
metres away? This is a joke,”- 
showed Mr Mubarak saying ai 
the temple on Tuesday as Mr * 
Alfi stood by. Mr Mubarak has 
ordered the Prime Minister, 1 
Kamal Ganzouri, to head a 
special committee to draw up 
a “watertight plan” to ensure 
the safely of tourists. 

Letters, page 2d 
— Reuters, Cairo 
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Film studio bomb 
kills 23 in India 


At least 23 people died in a car 
bomb blast near a film studio in 
the southern Indian city of Hy- 
derabad yesterday, police said. 

About 35 people were also 
wounded when the bomb, 
which had been planted in a 
parked jeep, exploded at mid- 
day as a convoy of cars arrived 
for the first shot of a new film. 

“Twenty-three people have 
died so far", said HJ Dora, di- 
rector general of police in Hy- 
derabad. “We have to find out 
how it was triggered. But the im- 
pact of the blast was very high. 
Many buddings have been 
-effected.” •'. * 

The interior minister of ihe 
stale of Andhra Pradesh, A 
Madhava Reddy, said the bomb 
was set off by remote controL 
The injured included the screen 
actor Mohanbabu, who is also 
a member of the upper house 
of parliament, and the MP Par- 
itala Ravi Officials said their in- 
juries were not life-threatening. 


Netanyahu returns home to 
confront party mutineers 
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• Remote control 

• 30 preset dgtaf Umar. 

• FM/MW/LW stereo ratio. 

• Repeat function. 


The Israeli Prime, Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, returned home 
from a trip to the US and Britain to mount a counter-offensive 
against rebellious leaders in his ruling Likud party bent on dri- 
ving him from power. They urged that he be deposed after a par- 
ty convention last week rescinded primary elections to choose 
parliamentary candidates. 

A Netanyahu aide, David Bar-Dlan, said the mutiny posed “no 
threat” to his leadership but the feud was expected to make his 
premiership vulnerable as he faces struggles over the budget and 
on issues related to the peace process. - Reuters, Jerusalem 
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Mass-murder suspect held 


PHILIPS AZ 8267 
CD RADIO CASSETTE 

• Remote controL 

• AM/FM/LW stereo racin. 

• 29 preset dgttai tuner. 

*3 Band graphic 


wtefMaaa. 

A 

£ 




Exams to DSC REmi Lm 


A man sought in a killing spree in Taiwan surrendered to police 
after releasing the last of five South African family members he 
bad held hostage. Chen Chin-hsing released Anne Alexander, the 
wife of the South African defence attach^, and was whisked away 
in a police motorcade. 

The police had hunted Mr Chen for six months for his alleged 
role in the kidnapping and murder of a television star’s teenage 
daughter and the murder of a plastic surgeon and two nurses. 
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Congratulations. 

You’ve just 
spotted a low cost 
personal loan. 
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Police said nobody had 
claimed responsibility for the 
bomb, and there was no im- 
mediate reaction from poHtical 
groups in the Indian capital. 

The dead included a frvfe 
member crew from the televi- 
sion station E-TV, whose car 
bore the brunt of the blast 6s it 
led the convoy. Four vehicles 
were hit tty the explosion. 

The state chief minister, N 
Chandrababu Naidu. who was 
in New Delhi, said that , inves- 
tigations were being carried 
out, but that it was too early to 
draw any .conclusions.- 

Andhra Fmdcsh state, of 
which Hyderabad is the capital, 
has been shaken by a violent 
campaign tty outlawed Maoist 
insurgents. Seven policemen 
died and six were wounded on 
Monday in a. landmine explo- 
sion about 140 miles north of 
Hyderabad in the fourth such 
attack in the past two years. 

— Reuters, Hyderabad 
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Time ticks by for millennium bug tsar 


o bomb 
India 


One man, on « day a v«elc ^ 

British Ieri ° US ab ° Ut **“"8 
British business to take action 

against the ‘Millennium Bug* that 

will affect computers after 

December 31 19992 Charles Arthur , 

Science Editor, discovered that he 

is - and that he expects things to 

get worse before they get better. 

TOal should we expect from the nm-up to 
2000? Computer cowboys who win rip com- 
pames off while doing a shoddy job of re- 
Programming their systems, says Don 
Cruickshank, the man appointed by the 
Gayenanent to ginger business people into 
taking the problem seriously 

The trouble is, some businesses aren’t 
yet aware of the problems they face. 
And computer cowboys are only the 
beginning. 

"That’s so certain, it’s one of the first 
statements you can make. Prices f of skilled 
staff] will go up, which win attract -um- 
marginal players into the game. And the 
later you are, the bigger the problem you 
have. It's like having a leak and calling out 
an emergency plumber. You’re completely 
in their hands.” * 

Then again, Mr Cruickshank’s job as 
head of Action 2000 sounds, initially, like 
a wonderful sinecure. He will work on it 
for only one day a week. But surety he will 
cany the can if -or, more truthfully, when 
■ -things go wrong after the docks ring out 
31 December 1999. Perhaps the sinecure 
is a poisoned chalice? 

“Ah, well,” he says with a anile. “That's 
public life.” 

But Mr Cruickshank, presently head of 
the telecoms regulator Oftel, doesn't think 
that his post should be one requiring a Bat- 
phone and an underground cave with a 
high-speed car. He isn't going to solve prob- 
lems: he's going to make businesses aware 
that they face them. 

Not Batman, then, solving the troubles 
of computing’s Gotham City? “Afraid 
not,” be told The Independent , in one of his 
first interviews since becoming die UK's bug 
tsar. “There isn’t going to be one of 
those.” 

Instead, Action 2000 will probably set 

a Web site offering advice and “best 
practice” for approaching the prohlem. Not 



Don Cmickshanlc ‘Businc 


like swans. Sailing .serenely along on the surface, but underneath they're peddling like hell* 


fMeograpfe ftai Xavier 


Batman, but the Batman Helpline. 

The point about the MiOennhim Bug is 
that it is not only of interest to computer 
nerds, or PC owners, or people who work 
on computers. Because chips are so 
ubiquitous, any flaws will affect hundreds 
of dtizeus who tbought they never touched 
a computer. 

The problem arises because many chips 
and programs store the year as a two-digit 
number. After 1999, that number will for 
the first time decrease instead of increasing 
when the dock ticks over. The computer 
may decide either that the date is 1900, or 
that a serious error has occurred and that 
it should shut down. 

Nobody knows what the result will be. 


Tbndock safes might not open. Hams might 
sail past red signal lights. Automated hos- 
pital drips could shut down. Lifts could 
freeze. Supermarket fridges might cut off, 
leaving food to spoil over the New Year 
weekend (starting on Saturday, 1 January 
2000 ). 

In fact he thinks that many business 
people are adopting a deceptive approach 
to their 2000 efforts. “It puzzled me at first. 
They win admit things in private about the 
problems they’re having which they ab- 
solutety won’t in public. I think they’re at- 
tempting to be like swans. Sailing serenely 
along oh the surface, but underneath 
they’re paddling like belL There’s a lot of 
that going on.” 


• The introduction of the European cur- 
rency should be delayed because of mas- 
sive computer problems due to bite at the 
millennium, a committee erf MBs was told 
last night 

Robin Guenier, executive director of the 
Taskforce 2000 group set up to pre-empt 
the bug, said 4QJOOO medinnHazed and large 
businesses bad not yet even begun to ad- 
dress the problem. The majority of com- 
puters on sale now were likely to fail at 
midnight on 31 December 1999. 

The computer industry had a “dread- 
ful” record of missing deadlines, he said, 
with 80 per cent of projects ending ktte, he 
told the Commons science and technolo- 
gy committee. 


“The single most evident reason for postn 

ponmg the Euro K that tiK year 2,000 prob- 
lem a is happening at the same time. We are 

doing the teigest IT job we have ever done 
and die second largest,” lie said. 

While some sectors were way ahead - 
almost every City solicitors had a partner 
working cm the legal implications, for ex- 
ample - others had bandy recognised the 
enormity of the problem. 

A recent survey had suggested that only 
10 per cent of businesses had carried out 
an audit of their systems,' 57 per cent 
plmmed to do nothing until 1999“ Ear too 
late - and while 80 per cent planned to do 
the necessary Work inhouse Jess. than half 
had the titaiEMpdo it. 


Class dispute 
hits Islington 
‘cyberstreet' 

Microsoft has been accused of discrim- 
inating against council 
of whitotoWdle^lass residents m the cre- 
ation of its “cyberstreet” in Islington, 
north London. The result would be to 
create a division between cyber-haves 
and have-nots - determined by who al- 
ready has the equipment 

Robyn Heaton, who lives on the 
street yesterday said the experiment m 
which 30 people were given telephone 
connections and subscriptions to the In- 
ternet via Microsoft and in some cases 
free computers, was invalid because it 
did not represent the diversity of peo- 
ple in the street “Fm a council tenant 
and when they sent the letters around 
in February, I didn't get one. But I was 

realty excited, so I rang up and they said 

they wanted a diverse street But then 

all they asked was my name, and said that 

they were overwhelmed with responses. 

She said that when she asked other 
council tenants and housing-associa- 
tion residents, she found they had not 
been invited to take part either. 

Judy Gibbons, head of the Microsoft 
Network, said Microsoft had sent letters 

to all 80 homes in the street and received 

34 replies. There were 30 places on the 
scheme and 15 people who already had 
computers were automatically accepted. 
“The only basis for the other selection 
was picking names out of a hat,” she said. 

The experiment began in March and 
was recently extended from six months 
to a year. 

Ms Heaton said the experiment can- 
not be a valid measure of what the wider 
population will want from computers and 
the Internet - Microsoft’s declared aim 
from the cyberetreet trial - because it was 
biased towards people who already had 
a computer, and against council tenants. 

The cost of the technology - up to 
£1,000 for a computer - represents a bar- 
rier that many lower-paid people find in- 
superable. But Fred Eagle, a council 
tenant, yesterday said his family was tak- 
ing part in the trial, and that some mid- 
dle-class people were not Included 

- Charles Arthur , Science Editor 


l-*' .«:•< 

teOivtT k 5“ 


I ^ 


don't want you 


lenders 


jfm hornet: 

mutineers ^ 


(SP? 1 


t he’ 3 


ulatio" 5, 

e i US cost 
all o& 


0 *> 

' m 



Of course you're pleased as punch to have got 

your mortgage organised. Now you can go 
ahead and buy the flat or house you want. 
Your mind is full of things like removals, 
getting the telephone and electricity laid on 
for when you arrive and remembering not 

to pack the kettle and tea bags at the bottom 

of a case. 


The small matter of protection 


You know you have to take out life cover to pay 
off your mortgage should you die. Everyone do^ 
After everything you've been through over the 
few weeks sorting this out is probably not the first 
thing on your mind. Who would blame youfor just 
S out the life cover offered to you by your 

mortgage lender? 

Stop. Ha*. Who. «•>*** y°“" 

„ J y <*t of pound. ™*dn « 

have spent 


You may think you do, but you don't We Won't hoU upyour mortgage because arranging 

You are entitled to buy your life insurance from any our life insurance is so easy you can probably do it in 
company. In fact if you shop around, you're likely to the nejd ten minutes by simply picking up the phone, 
find that you can save yourself quite a lot of money! Call us and see how much a ten minute call could 

.. Check the table to see how much even a small save you. 
monthly saving can add up over the years. 



Not so cheap, 'cheap' mortgages 


Tipsecretthat can^wthousand^ 


Once you know this, it's easy to see what's- been 

fact that most mortgage lenders subsidising 'low-cost* mortgages! The Virgin Direct 
A iittie known taa ^ ^ you Repaymen t Mortgage Protector is among the cheapest 

would rather their cus - rrfe cover on the market We don't employ salesmen or 

don't hav® *° ^ rtnaoe pay awnmfaMns. 
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well-managed forests 


Forest protection is a key 
environmental priority and one to 
which as buyers of timber, we at B&Q 
and you can make an important 
contribution. We can all choose to buy 
timber from well-managed forests and 
the most effective way to do this is to 
only buy timber which has been 
certified by the Forest Stewardship 
Council (the FSQ. 

it is our target that bv the 


end of 1999 we will only buv won 


This advertisement gives you the 
reasons why. 


What do we mean 
by well managed? 


To be well managed a forest must have strict 
management plans in place which consider the 
protection of habitats, meet the needs of the people 
who depend on the forests and ensure a continuous 
yield of timber. The challenge is reassuring 
ourselves that these plans are relevant for the 
particular forest and are being fully implemented. 
It is impossible for B&Q to visit all the forests where 
its wood originates. (At B&Q our wood comes from 
over 40 countries and 400 forest regions). 

For over seven years B&Q has been investing 
considerable resources into resolving this dilemma. 
Why? Because we know that our customers would 
not want to buy products which cause unnecessary 
harm to the environment 





(5) Colonial 6 Panel 
Knotty Interior 
Pine Door 
78 x 30 x 1%ins. 

(|) SA Obscured 
Knotty Pine 
Glazed Door 
78 x 30 x 1 3 /Wns. 


© Carolina Stained 
Hardwood 
Exterior Door 
78 x 33 x 1 3 /4ins. 

© Kentucky Stained 
Hardwood 
Exterior Door 
78 x 33 x 1 3 Ains. 


Action over past 
seven years 


Between October 1990 and October 1991 
extensive surveys of our existing supply base were 
undertaken, involving hundreds of visits ahd 
instructions were sent to all our suppliers to stop 
making claims of sustainability on their packaging 
which could not be proved. We looked for partners 
with whom we could work. The World Wide Fund 
for Nature (UK) was willing to help us resolve the 
problem. 
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B&Q's FSC I.D. Code 3 96 / 050 . FSC Trade 
mark ©1996 Forest Stewardship Council A C 


help it become established, with our environmental 
specialist, Alan Knight, serving on the interim board 
between 1992 and 1994. 


address the issue of poor forestry in non-tropical 

In September 1991 B&Q set the following targets - 
by the end of 1993 to only buy timber from 
suppliers who could identify the source forest 
region and by the end of 1995 to only buy timber 
which was, according to our own judgement, from 
well-managed forests. At the time our stance was 
controversial, attracting criticism from both the 
environmental movement (who still believed we 
should boycott tropical timber) and industry. 

Recognising that our own judgement would not 
be sufficient in the long term, we had earlier joined 
a group called the Forest Stewardship Council 
which was already discussing the concept of 
independent certification of forests and timber 
products. Before iong we became active players to 


Satisfied with our progress for both the 1993 and 
1995 targets, we reported our results publicly in the 
form of maps and reports.. 

By May 1995 we were ready to set the target that 
from the end of 1999 we will only buy timber 
products with FSC certification. 

Our progress to date gives us confidence that our 
target is achievable. We already have over 600 
individual items which have been certified by 
the FSC. These come from countries as diverse 
as Malaysia, Poland, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Sri Lanka as well as the UJC 


Each of our buyers receives monthly reports 
which summarise the progress in their product 
range and the commitment of their suppliers. There 
are still many political and practical hurdles to cross 
before we achieve our target but the momentum 
with individual suppliers and relevant organisations 
in many countries across the world gives us the 
confidence that we can succeed. 
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Large Pine Storage Box 
Untreated, ready to 
assemble. 

800 x385 x385mm. 


You are part of the 
supply chain 


A 




jo n 


sa c 


Itfot 


n * 

You, along with the producers, 
the retailer, are part of what we call tff PPT 
chain. When you see products withtheFSC trade 
mark you know you can buy products which come 
from forests which are well managed. So you too 
can make a difference. 
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Pine Closed Louvre Doors 

Louvred doors are ideal for cupboards or wardrobes. 
Available in various sizes. 
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Timbertile Solid 


Hardwood Flooring 
'Rhodesian Teak'. Pack of 3 
panels. Covers 0.68sq.m. 


Shell Handle 
Available in sanded 
oak, medium oak, 
pine or mahogany 
effect 6 1 



Shaped D Handle 

Available in sanded oak, medium oak, 
pine or mahogany effect Pack of 2. 


A big thanks 
to our suppliers 

Finally B&Q would like to thank all our suppliers and 

theh suppliers for the efforts they have made to achieve: 

our targets (in particular those who have already- 
achieved FSC certification and those dose to it). - 

We would also like to acknowledge the special' 
achievements of: Premium Timber, Chindwel! & Co : 
Rectella, Charten Aldred, Douglas Kane, Alpine 
Trading, Western Cork, Bioregional Development 
Group, Charbroif and Mosley Stone. We know that 
our success is largely down to their efforts. We also 
acknowledge the efforts made by many others who 
are not suppliers (WWF) and look forward to the 
final push to get all our timber prod ucts sustainable. 

Offers may vary at B&Q Warehouses and B&Q Depots. 
Sizes shown are approximate. Products subject to 
availability, please 'phone to check availability. 
WWF-UK is a registered charity number 201707. 


Thinki 



Liilg y 


°> ,r n bu< 


a 


lac r 

Irrv-V 

j ovisB" "" 


Reporting on our impact on the environment. 
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Apartheid’s priests 
don sackcloth and 
seek forgiveness 




W' 


The Dutch Reformed 
Church, once a pillar of 
a P arthe *d, executed a 
remarkable about-turn 
yesterday when It 
appeared before the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. But its 
confessions about a 
shameful past may not 
have gone far enough. 


For months it wriggled and 
twisted, but yesterciy the Dutch 
Reformed Cburcbj which pro- 
vided a theological basis for 
apartheid, stood before the 
Thith and Reconciiation Com- 
mission and confesed its sins. 

Afrikanerdoms largest 
church said the still ily- white de- 
nomination felt guhy for “spir- 
itual and structure injustices”. 
Offering an apologj to “the peo- 
ple”, the Rev Freel Swanepoel, 
the Nederduite Gere- 
formeerde Kerk ^Dutch Re- 
formed Church) feader, said: 
“We confess that {real wrongs 


BY MARY 

bra:d 


have been done” Despite the 
hugs for Mr Swaiepoel from 
Archbishop Desraond Tutu, 
TRC chairman, he apology 
was grudgingly male, and, with 
schism threatening the NGK, 
carefully worded, rhree weeks 
ago the church, wiich with 13 
milli on members ^presents 60 
per cent of the Afikaner pop- 
ulation, was stiddig by a pledge 
not to testify. Tbeledsion was 
reversed at an enutional gath- 
ering in Pretoria. 

The “baas's cbttch" and the 
Broederbond (a scretive, sec- 
ular association) rere the two 
palais of Afrikaner supremacy; 
the cburcb said it lad previously 
confessed its guilt over 
apartheid and hacno reason to 
appear before tbecommission, 
because the it haJ never been 
an “accomplice" to serious 
rights violations. 

Tb its critics, tkt proved the 
NGK had missd the point. 
Without its bibiicd support for 
apartheid and Ilf lobbying for 
racist legislation the system 


the UN declared a crime 
against humanity might have 
crumbled sooner. Instead, the 
local NGK clergyman was al- 
ways on hand to reassure the 
conscious-stricken army con- 
script or the uneasy congrega- 
tion that apartheid bad been 
authorised by God. 

Mr Swanepoel was walking 
a tightrope yesterday, strug- 
gling to keep the church's hard- 
lioers and liberals on board. 

Last year these internal di- 
visions became apparent when 
the church's Stellenbosch pres- 
bytery defied the leadership 
and offered its own apology to 
the TRC, the body charged 
with exposing the truth about 
South Africa’s brutal past. 

The Stellenbosch group ac- 
knowledged they had turned a 
blind eye to the plight of rail- 
lions of South Africans by fail- 
ing to speak out against 
apartheid sooner. 

It was only in the the 1980s 
that the NGK began to distance 
itself from the racist system, but 
its abandonment of the old 
ideology has been far from 
clear. 

A few months after the Stel- 
lenbosch confession, the NGK 
published a document in which 
it admitted it “had not always 
heard the word of God cor- 
rectly” and had been so con- 
cerned with Afrikaner survival 
that it ignored the miserable ex- 
istence of the masses. 

That did not calm internal 
disputes. In a church once de- 
scribed the National Party at 
prayer, some of the most re- 
spected theologians still insist 
there is nothing in the Bible that 
renders apartheid a sin. 

Mr Swanepoel probably dis- 
appointed the hardliners yes- 
terday. His submission, which 
focused on reconciliation rather 
than how church teaching un- 
derpinned apartheid, also failed 
to please NGK reformers. 

“We think the church has 
missed a glorious opportunity," 
said Afrikaner lecturer Bemie 
van der Walt. “Our church 
caused suffering through the 
discriminatory system and 
would like to make every pos- 
sible move to repair the dam- 
age.” The NGK remains racially 
divided. The Afrikaner core 
has yet to unite with the sepa- 
rate chapters into which ft once 
herded black and Coloured 
members. On Tuesday a group 
within the NGK family urged 
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I t tales courage to 
startyour own 
busiiess, but you 

Lloyds Boik. 

toguin 

and vrel send you a free copy or 
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over 65),000 copies- *aej**. 




U»1 aP V*- nJaa^nm. 


flam -2plP 


gjjn— 8pm Monday io FtHw 

je quote iefaen» ni27. 
gf'Eti/Ja id, Sa&wd 



Lloyds 

Bank 




the TRC to investigate Imks be- 
tween the Broederbond and 
NGK. 

The NGK contribution to 
reconciliation came at the end 
of three days of “faith” bearings. 
All week clergy from Lhe other 
denominations lined up to con- 
fess and expose. 

Buried Esack, a Muslim the- 
ologian, attacked Muslim lead- 
ers for betraying and 
marginalising antl aparthdd 
struggle and South Africa's 
, Chief Rabbi, Cyril Harris, said: 
“The Jewish community bene- 
fited from apartheid and an 
apology must be given ... We 
ask for forgiveness." 




Members of a Dutch Reformed Church congregation in the conservative town of DuHstroom , 120 miles 


Photograph: Magnum 



HOW TO AVOID A PENALTY 



Self Assessment - a clearer tax system 


Who does Self Assessment affect? 

Self Assessment affects everyone who receives a tax return, 
including the self employed, company directors, business partners 
and people with more complicated tax affairs. If you received 
a tax return this year and you haven't filled it in yet, you must 
do so. It won’t ‘go away 1 . 


Why is January 31st important? 

We must have received your completed tax return and tax payment 
by 31st January 1992 at the latest. If you do not meet the deadline 
there is an automatief TOO Penalty and you will have to pa y interest 
on any tax you owe. And if you have not paid by 28 th February you 
will have to pay a 5% surcharge on top of the tax and interest. 


m 


m 


How do I know how much tax to pay? 

If you do not receive a calculation from your tax office saying how 
much tax you owe, you must do your own tax calculation based on 
the figures in your return. The lax Calculation Guide which came 

with your tax return wifi show you how to do this. 


How can I get help? 

If you employ a tax adviser, get in touch. Alternatively, contact 
your tax office. The phone number is at the top of your tax return. 
If you can't get through, or it is outside normal office hours, the 
Self Assessment Helpline is open on 0645 000 444* 
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16/EUROPEAN NEWS 


Yeltsin hangs on to 
embattled deputy 


The reform programme 
>n Russia may have been 
threatened by a 
corruption scandal, 
but President Boris 
Yeltsin appears to have 
found a way of saving 
the man who is central 
to his privatisation plans. 


President Boris Yeltsin, seeking 
to end a political scandal over 
book Fees, approved a plan yes- 
terday under which deputy 
prime ministers would give up 
additional ministerial posts, his 
office said. 

Critics have charged that 
S'* LOOM (£55.000) in advances 
paid in Mr Chubais and other 
government officials to write a 
bunk were actually bribes. Mr 
Chubais and the others hove de- 
nied any wrongdoing. 

The Kremlin statement ap- 
peared to be a compromise 
that would allow Anatoly 
Chubais to keep his job as first 
deputy prime minister, but 
would require him to give up his 
post as finance minister. 


W hil e Mr Chubais and oth- 
er deputy prime ministers look 
likely to lose some of their ti- 
tles, the changes would be large- 
ly cosmetic. Mr Chubais would 
almost certainly remain the 
government’s chief economic 
policymaker. 

Meanwhile, Communists 
and other hard-line opposition 
members of parliament ap- 
proved a non-binding resolution 
yesterday calling for Mr 
Chubais to be removed from all 
government posts. Opposition 
forces have said that Mr 
Chubais' removal is a condition 
for passing the 1998 budget. Bui 
Mr Yeltsin has refused the de- 
mand so far and appeared un- 
likely to part with Mr Chubais, 
a man he considers essential to 
his economic reform efforts. 

According to senior legisla- 
tors. the Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin struck a deal 
under which the opposition, 
which dominates the Duma, or 
lower chamber of parliament, 
would no longer make Mr 
Chubais’ complete removal 
from the government a condi- 
tion for passing the budget. 

But the Duma’s resolution. 


approved last night, indicated 
that many members would not 
be satisfied with a deal that left 
Mr Chubais in Mr Yeltsin’s 
inner cirde. 

Mr Chubais and several as- 
sociates accepted the advances 
for a yet unwritten book on pri- 
vatisation in Russia. See king to 
suppress the furore oyer the 
payments, Mr Yeltsin dismissed 
three other officials who were 
to co-author the book. 

But the President refused to 
accept the resignation of Mr 
Chubais, whom opponents ac- 
cuse of selling off valuable state 
properties for below market 
prices. Mr Yeltsin said Mr 
Chubais’ departure would have 
negative consequences. 

Boris Nemtsov, - the' other 
first deputy prime min ister, 
said yesterday that opposition 
calls for the ousting of Mr 
Chubais were, in fact, aiding 
him. “The Communists, wheth- 
er they mean to or not, are help- 
ing Chubais," he said. “They 
have forgotten that our presi- 
dent does not like it at all when 
he is pressured, especially when 
the Communists do iL" 

—AP f Moscow 



Oslo in rowj'avgr 
lesbian priest 


A Norwegian lesbian priest 
who “married” her tyve rin de- 
fiance of church rulef triggered 



r.Kjell 

iestinthe 


a storm of centre 
liament yesterday 
The Prime M 

Magne Bondevik, 

state Lutheran church, de- 
fended the Church Affaire Min- 
ister, Jon Ldetun, ffr saymgSiri . 
Sunde should resign. I don t 
think it’s improperlor the niin- 
ister to react nay," he said, 
Hetun “also 
e church it- 


Mr Bondevikj also noted 
that Bishop Rosonaoe Kohn, 
Norway’s first fanale bishop, 
who ordained Ms Sunde, felt 
she had broken a Promise by en- 
tering a legal iay marriage. 





but bars-ao 
as those Jiv- 


wbo has been 




criticised Mr 


odedpend- 
the church, 
ft-wing MPs 
n for giving 


his blessing to refa’s op- 


pressing suit A farmer dressed as a scarecrow taking part in a demonstration in Paris yesterday in which thousands 
gathered to call for the reform of the European Common Agricultural Policy Photograph: Gareth Wjackins/Reuters 



against gays in 
employees. 


Reuters, Oslo 



FULLY INSTALLED 


SATELLITE SYSTEM 


WHEN YOU SPEND 


OVER £199 ON 


ANYTHING AT COMET 


V. 


FREE AWARD WINNING SATELLITE SYSTEM 
AND FREE INSTALLATION* 


iU\ 


That’s right! Spend over £199 on anything at Comet right now and you'll 
receive a fully installed Sky Satellite System absolutely free! 

If you haven’t got a satellite system you're missing out on a whole range of 
exciting programmes - exclusively available on Sky. The only difficult decision you 
have to make is what to buy! Just visit your local Comet store or find what you want 
in the Comet Price Index on Teletext. Channel 4 page 425. 

Whether you decide to make one main purchase or buy a combination of 
items, as long as they total over £199 you'll also get a fully installed Sky Satellite 
System on top - absolutely free! Simply subscribe to any Sky package for 1 2 months 
and 02 v a one-on connection fee of £12. 


Sky chav.no; packages range from £1 1 .99 per month 
to 929.99 per month. Offer is not available to 
previous or existing subscribers end members of 
their households.* 
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“ Picture quality is hard to fault’ 
VOTED A BEST BUY BY 
WhtAUSB^‘o\ TV MAGAZINE 
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Bosnia’s worn 
seek justice inlUK 


A group of women from the 
Bosnian town of Srebrenica is 
touring Britain in a desperate 
attempt to put pressure on the 
international community to 
bring to justice the Serbs who 
massacred their menfolk two 
years ago. “We want to ensure 
that the tragedy of Srebrenica 
is not forgotten," the group said 
inastatemenL 

The mostly Muslim town 
was declared a “safe haven” in 
1992 by the United Nations, 
whose peace-keepers disarmed 
it. In July 1995, Bosnian Serb 
forces under General Ratko 
Mladic stormed the town. Af- 
ter he had patted boys on the 
head and handed out sweets in 
front nf the television cameras, 
Mladic had the adult male pop- 
ulation of the town put to 
death, about 7,000 in all. 

The main task of the women's 
group, now based in Tuzla, is to 
find out what happened to the 
men after they were taken away, 
to speed up exhumation of mass 
graves and to lobby for Mladic 
and other UN-indicted warcrim- 



GabrieOe Kirk McDonald: To 
head war-crimes tribunal 


inatetobebr 
temational War 
in The Hague. 

Yesterday it 
that an Ame 
rielle Kirk Me 
over as the trib 
Ms McDonald 
the institution 
international 
• The Women o i 
in Britain until 
details: 0181 
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Renewing in November or Decenber? 


Save up to 


£ 50 . 


Save on home Insurance in minutes 

/□st give us a call and you could save up to £50 a ye 
Alliance & Leicester's buildings and contents insuranc 

We'll give you an instant quote, instant discounts. 
Instant cover. 


More cover 

for less money 

• New for old cover 

• 24-hour free legal and 
emergency helplines. 

• Extra cover for stolen 
keys, freezer failure 
even wedding presents. 

• Interest-free direct debit. 


Instant discou 


Lodes 

discount 


mjs 

Ls 


Alarm 

discount 




I Optional 
I Pirp« rftuYUmt 


Call FREE now 

0500 50 40 80 


UNE5 OPEN SAM - 3PM WEEKDAYS. 9AM - NOON SATU DAY 


Please quote 
reference number; 
11S909 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 
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Blair sets challenge 
on party funding 


WMtam Hague yesterday 
came under Intense 
pressure to expose Tory 
funding details - In 
confidence — to Sir 
Patrick Neill’s official 
sleaze committee. 

Anthony Bevins and Colin 
Brcwn report on the 
Prime Minister’s efforts 
u to deflect attention from 
?7 Formula One. 

Tbny Blair yesterday urged the 
Conservative leader to deliver 
confidential details of Tory 
fund-raising since 1992 to the 
official inquiry into party 
political funding to be held by 
the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life, chaired by Sir 
Patrick. 

In Commons exchanges, Mr 
Hague again pressed the Prime 
Minister about inconsistencies 
in the Government line on ac- 
tual and potential contribu- 
tions to the Labour Party from 
the Formula One chief, Bemie 
Ecclestone. 

After Mr Blair had mistak- 
'7 cnly told Ann Widdecombe, the 
Tbiy backbencher, that Mr Ec- 
clestone’s £lm donation had 
been sent back - when it is not 



expected to be returned for 
some days- the Tories issued a 
copy Of the Government's own 
Ministerial Code of Conduct. 

The code says it is of “para- 
mount importance that ministers 
give accurate and truthful in- 
formation to Parliament, cor- 
recting any inadvertent error at 
[be earliest opportunity.” But the 
longer-term significance of the 
exchanges lay in Mr Blair’s re- 
peated challenge to Mr Hague 
that all parties should disdose to 
Sir Patrick the names of donors, 
and amounts given over £5,000, 
back to 1992, when fund-raking 
began for the 1997 election. 

Paddy Ashdown, the Liber- 
al Democrats’ leader, agreed to 
the principle of the request, but 
there is no question of Con- 
servative agreement. Mr 
Hague’s office has even denied 
the existence of one of the par- 
ty’s prime overseas fund-raisers, 
Ronald Walker, telling The 
Independent that he has not 
been an overseas treasurer of 
the party “in living memory”. 

Mr Walker, a prominent 
Melbourne businessman and 
treasurer of the Australian fed- 
eral Liberal Party, appears on 
the letter-heading of notepaper 
used last year by the Conserv- 
ative and Unionist Central 


Office Treasurers’ department. 

Pressure mounted last nigh t 
with a Commons motion tabled 
by Robert Marshall -Andrews 
QC, Labour MP for Medway, 
calling on the Tory parly “to 
make public the role and fund- 
raising activities of Ronald 
Whlker on its behalf between 
1992-1997." A book about the 
Liberal takeover of Australia, 
The Victory, says Mr Walker first 
started food-raising for the 
Tories at the end of the 1980s. 

“By 1995 his successful ef- 
forts led to his appointment as 
a [Conservative] co-treasurer, 
and his persuasive stalls helped 
drive down the Tories’ debt 
from £20m in 1993 to oothing 
by the end of 1995," says the 
author, Runela Williams. 

Mr Whlker, a Grand Prix col- 
league of Mr Ecclestone’s, is 
said to have raised millions 
more for the Conservatives in 
the run-up to the last election, 
and Mr Hague nominated him 
for a knighthood soon after he 
became party leader in June. 

A Commons motion tabled 
by Dale Campbell-Savours, 
Labour MP for Workington, 
noted that between 1990-94, 
Hanson Trust on behalf of Im- 
perial Tbbacoo gave £500,000 to 
the Conservative Party. 



Foot soldiers: Bob Hughes (right), Labourt candidate in todays Beckenham by-election, and a 


David Rose 


O Hi £ fT destone’s £lm donation had used last year by the Conserv- penal Tbbacco gave £500,000 t 

1 1 v * * been xnt back - when it is not ative and Unionist Central the Conservative Party. 

e in UK Tories in schools policy shift 


NHS to issue guidance on best treatments 


The Conservatives' champi- 
oning of increased academic 
selection in schools, a key com- 
mitment in the last election, has 
been jettisoned, it emerged last 
night 

In an address to the moder- 
ate Conservative Education 
Association; Stephen Dorrell, 
the party’s education 
spokesman, made no mention of 
■selection, nor of former prime 
minister John Major’s dream of 
a grammar school in every town. 

Instead, he used his first 
major poHcy speech since the 
party’s defeat to signal an in- 
tention to drop some unpopu- 
lar, ideology-driven elements of 


past policy in favour of a fresh, 
more consensual approach. 

Giving the RA Butler 
memorial lecture to the Con- 
servative Education Association 
at the Carlton Club in London, 
Mr Dorrell picked up the tone 
of party leader William Hague 
in calling for a new start. 

Just as Rab Butler, a former 
Tbiy education secretary, had 
ensured that the Conservative 
Party learnt the lessons of its 
1945 defeat and “presented a 
completely different face to 
the electorate by 1950”, so Mr 
Hague was rightly stressing 
“the importance for today's 
Conservative Party of being 


inclusive and forward-looking”. 
As it had after the war, the par- 
ty shared with Labour a con- 
sensus around the principle of 
state-funded schools and health 
care, Mr Dorrell said. 

Though Tories should 
remain sceptical of the Gov- 
ernment’s move to increase the 
role of local education author- 
ities in the drive to raise school 
standards, that did not mean 
they “must defend every aspect 
of the structures we introdured; 
still less that we should 
instantly commit ourselves to 
introducing themselves in every 
detail”, he said. 

— Lucy Ward 


The Government is due 
to publish its White 
Paper on the future of 
the NHS next week. 

Colin Brown , Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports 
it will seek to offer fresh 
hope to some sufferers 
from stroke, asthma 
and arthritis. 


Doctors are to be advised on the 
best and most cost-effective 
treatment for stroke, asthma 
and arthritis by a new NHS body 
to be proposed in the health ser- 
vice White Paper due to be pub- 
lished next week. 

. Ministers are planning to 
create a national Institute for 


Clinical Effectiveness with 
statutory backing to draw to- 
gether for the first time guide- 
lines on the best treatment and 
the most effective medicines. 

The institute will also advise 
doctors to use the most cost-ef- 
fective procedures for tackling 
illness. That could raise fears 
that more expensive drugs and 
forms of treatment will no 
longer be available on the NHS. 

But ministers have told of- 
ficials that they are not planning 


to introduce new forms of ra- 
tioning. They have ruled out cut- 
ting treatments from the NHS. 
such as the insertion of grom- 
mets into children's cars, on the 
grounds that they are not clin- 
ically effective, or too expensive. 

The aim will be to persuade 
doctors to prescribe more 
cheaply to curb the soaring 
£5bn NHS drugs bin, and it is 
expected that the initiative 
could lead to more unbranded, 
generic drugs being prescribed. 


Offi cials have advised min- 
isters that the institute could 
help stroke victims by spread- 
ing the best practice in reha- 
bilitation. The institute will also 
advise doctors to improve the 
training of as thma patients in 
the use of inhalers, following ev- 
idence that some sufferers are 
not using the equipment prop- 
erly. Doctors will be advised to 
prevent unnecessary pain to 
arthritis sufferers by incorrect 
prescribing of drugs. 


The White Paper will shift 
the power in the NHS from hos- 
pitals to family doctors, who will 
be told to join locality com- 
missioning groups. They will 
order health care by commis- 
sioning it from the hospitals with 
money devolved from the 
health authorities. Frank Dob- 
son. Secretary of Slate for 
Health, has said he wants the 
White Paper to remove the 
“Berlin walls" between the Gft. 
hospitals and social services. 
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Minimalists do it on tap and don’t mop up afterwards 


f|i e 


hig 


John Pawson is not just a 
minimalist; be*s the 
biggest minimalist 
around, and he’s got one 
of the biggest baths. And 
what does he think about 
in his bath? He thinks 
about future bathrooms. 
If you go to Birmingham 
and put on virtual reality 
glasses, you can see what 
he has m mind. 

Nome Niesewand mops up. 


People think that minimalism is 
the equivalent of seosoiy de- 
privation. AD that emptiness. No 
beer mats, beaded curtains, 
soft sofas or toys, squidgy cush- 
ions, lava lamps or ashtrays. 
Everything be hind dosed doors. 
Minimalists at home always get 
asked if they've just moved in. 
even when they have inhabited 
their cool while cell for years. 

Minimalis ts Jove fine de tails; 
shadow gaps etched into walls 
as a fine line instead of skirting 
boards; plaster as smooth as silk; 
a pale palette; doors floor-to- 
ceiling height that click shut as 
silently as a car door, probably 
running on the same technolo- 
gy, designer pieces that say 
“An". Understatement, but 
loads of light and space and 
warmth. They hide their sen- 
suality behind hard exteriors. 
But don't imagine they give 
themselves a hard lime. They do 
not, and nowhere does their 
quest for luxury in plain wrap- 
ping show as in the bathroom. 

Here we see John Pawson. 
minimalist -in -chief. in his 
Nutting Hill Gate house (now 
sold), luxuriating in the bath with 
wife and children as few of us 
could (ouch! those taps; oops! 
that overflow). His marble tub 
has no discomforts: it conceals 
a glass-fibre tilled tray so that 
when four people climb into it, 
and when the water goes over 
the side, it fails through chinks 
in the floor to run into the gut- 
ters. It is a fabulous bathroom, 
but really only a prototype for 
Pawson bathrooms to come. 

From Sunday, you can visit 
a bathroom Pawson has de- 
signed for the year 2020, a 
place so minimal that it doesn’t 
exist in real time. Yet you can 
see it at Interbuiid in Birming- 



John Pawson 1 ! cedarwood tub in Hester van 
doyen's apartment; London 1966 



The Doris washbasin, carved from a block of white 
Carrara marble, was designed for Doris Saatchi 


ham and experience bathing in 
it, fully dressed on the bare 
stand, wearing a virtual reality 
helmet First you enter this 
seamless stone box, three 
metres by two metres, through 
a gap carved in a block of 
stone, maybe from a meteorite 
since it’s the year 2020. The 
bath is a plunge pool in the 
stone floor. A bench lines the 
windowless wail and the basin 
carved out of the bench at 
40an height means that you can 
stand at it, or sit down next to 
it to splash about Just water 


and stone - at first glance it 
could have been designed for 
Fred Flintstone. 

But fear not Behind every 
minimalis t there is a master 
technician. It may look aus- 
terely monastic but hidden de- 
tails make bathing a luxurious 
experience. Showers tumble 
from an open sky. The re- 
tractable glass roof opens on a 
fine day, and solar-waimed 
water falls apparently from the 
sky rather than from the cun- 
ningly hidden plumbing and 
rainwater tanks on the root 
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Pawson's inspiration was a 
16th-cencuiy Mogal garden in 
Kashmir bufll by Shah Jehan, 
architect of the Tkj Mahal, as 
well as the waterfall of “Eter- 
nal Tkars”, a piece exf hydraulic 
engineering that resolves itself 

as a perpetual waterfall. ■ - 
Basins fill without taps, aes- 
tivated by voice control Cop- 
per pipes under the floor beam 
up fragrant steam throu gh slits 
in the slabbed stone floor, 
based on the harnmams of 
north Africa, totally hermetic 
spaces with a tiny door into 
which ovens pump steam “and 
inhabitants escape the cares of 
the street”. It is a lot more en- 
ergy efficient to use water to 
heat space rather than air -an- 
conditioning and air Treating an> 

hugely wasteful, but simple, 
responsive plumbing can heat 
the stone floors as well as 
pump steam thro ug h them 
“My design treats water as a 
precious commodity, which it 
w HI be by then,”, says John 
Pawson. It also treats bathing 
as a ritual, the way that he dis- 
covered hot-tub bathing in . 
Japan, where be worked in his 
twenties. So there are no in- 
trusive taps: valves are voice 
operated, temperature re- 
quirements fix different bathos 
are controlled by hidden com- 
puter software and plugs are lit- 
tle swivelling buttons that you 
press and the air comes 
whooshing out to seal it tight, 
the way the Renault 4 pio- 
neered a rudimentary air ven- 
tilation system with a rubber 
button on the dashboard as big 
as a lOp piece. 

*As usual with John’s designs, 
when you start thinkin g about 
how to do it, it’s difficult to 
achieve," says Jonnie Bell, Paw- 
son’s partner. Pawson is the ar- 
chitect who agonises over Dght 
switches lest they interrupt the 
flow of space in a wall, the au- 
thor of a plump book called 
Minimum, which he packaged 
in a plain white cover with its 
title delicately embossed white 
on white, and whose favourite 
holiday destination is the deseit 
Years ago when John Pawson 
and I travelled to his hometown, 
Halifax in Yorkshire, he visibly 
relaxed past the Watford Gap: 
“Trees efutter the landscape,” 
he said, though now that he is 
landscaping gardens in 
Provence and Long Island with 
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Want to save water? Bathe en famille: John and C at h e rine P aw so n luxuriate in the deceptively ample deep- 
soak bath with young Bendedtct and Cakis. The hart) surfaces hide a lot of technology Photograph: Gndy Palmano 


Jonnie Bell, he doesn't like to 
be re min ded of iL But the 
trees he likes are often e$- 
paliered or pleached. 

As you lie in the bath, still 
with your virtual reality helmet 
on, there is a view of the trees 
outside through a long, glazed, 
horizontal slit The dear glass 
turns opaque when your voice 
activates its molecular coating, 
causing them to jiggle out of 
alignment and doud the glass. 
The technology already exists 
for this glass but at present it 
has to be activated tty an elec- 


trical impulse which is why it’s 
called electro -chromic glass. 

In the bathroom of 2020 
the water drains through the 
steam slots in the stone floor to 
be recyded in a reed-bed in the 
courtyard, cleansed and re- 
turned to the water-table. This 
piece of eco-chic borrowed 
from the Marsh Arabs is pio- 
neered by the Centre for Al- 
ternative Technology (CAT) in 
Wiles (01654 702400). 

You can take this timewarp 
journey to the past and into the 
future on the virtual reality pro- 


gramme designed by Gareth 
Lane and David Barker of Di- 
vision Ltd. On stand number 
1,830 at Interbuild yon will be 
able to walk into the non-exis- 
tent bathroom, sit on the bench, 
or step down the stairs into the 
bath. By pressing a button on 
the keyboard, you can fill the 
basin, empty it, switch on lights 
and adjust spots, make the 
glass change from clear to 
opaque, open and dose the sky- 
light, and simulate the shower 
coming on and off. The reed- 
bed in the garden correspond- 


ingly fills at the changes in wa- 
ter levels within. The designers 
of the virtual reality programme 
thought the bathroom was “a 
bit bland really”, so they put in 
a towel and a couple of cans of 
deodorant, “things to pick up 
and play with if you want”, and 
at a key press, let you change 
the surfaces from the rock 
specified to sandstone, pink 
marble or granite. 


There is 


Interbuiid, National Exhibition 
Centre, Birmingham (01203426 
508 ) from Sunday to 28 Nov. 


National Architecture Week 
begins today... * 


THE INDEPENDENT 
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An Arts Council and Royal 
British Institute of Architects 
initiative, of over 150 events, 
will take place around the 
country. 


Nationwide: Bar list of prac- 
tices opening their offices ring 
Architectural Week Hotline 
(0171-490 5969); call Architect 
in the House (0845 603 8508) 
to consult one of the 1300 ar- 
chitectural practices taking part 
to suggest ways in which house- 
holders can improve their 
homes, for a fee of £10 donat- 
ed to Shelter; BBC Radio3 De- 
signs for Living, 930pm, 24-28 
Nov, visits 20th-centmy houses. 


Square (0171-916 7380); 4. 
Piers Gough, 26 Nov 2pm, for 
secondary school children, at 
RIBA, Portland Place (0171- 
580 5533); 5. The Modern 
House Series at the Gallery, 70 
Cower oss Street, EC1 (0171- 
250 3857) - Jeremy Gould 
“The modern house 1919-39”, 
26 Nov 6.30 pm; Michael 
Manser “The modem post- 
war house" 27 Nov 630 pm; 6. 
Jasper Morrison, 25 Nov 
630pm, RIBA, Portland Place 
(0171-251 0791). 


Southern: STARcfaitect talks 
Adrian Gibson and Robert 
Kiln at Hertford Castle, 26 
Nov 7 pm (01707-875 253); 
“Learning Spaces” at de Mont- 
fort University, MB ton Keynes 
explores virtual and real space, 
20-27 Nov, £45 (01908 695 511). 


Win a Christmas Shopping 
Weekend to Calais with 
Copthorne Hotels and Le Shuttle 
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South-east: Ring RIBA South 
East for events (Jenny Peterson 
on 01892515 878). 


Eastern: Exhibition of work tty 
RIBA Eastern Region 20-30 
Nov, Architecture Gallery, 6, 
King’s Parade, Cambridge; Cd- 
1 lection of award-winning cod- 
i temporary buildings in 
i “Campus Trail & Talk" at 
Sainsbiiiy Centre, University of 
East Anglia, 20-27 Nov (closed 
Mon). 


Northern: Public debate on 
Baltic Flour Mills, 26 Nov 6- 
8pm (booking essential: Anna 
PepperalL, Gateshead. Council 
0191-477 3478). 


London: Prince of Wales In- 
stitute of Architecture Open 
Day, 29 Nov, 10 am -4pm at 14 
Gloucester Gate London 
NW1; Six STARchitect Tklks 
(pre-booking essential): 1. Re- 
flections of Soane at the Soane 
Museum, Lincoln Inn Fields - 
Charles Jencks, 20 Nov midday; 
Edward Cullman, 25 Nov 
630pm; Richard MacCormac, 
26 Nov 630pm (0171-405 
2107): 2. Zaha Hadid. 25 Nov 
630pm, at the AA Bedford 
Square, WC1 (0171-8874039); 
3. Jonathan Meades, 26 Nov 
630pm at the Sainsbuiy Wing, 
National Gallery, Trafalgar 


North West Three STAR- 
chitect talks - booking essen- 
tial: Adrian Williams of 
Richard Rogers Partnership, 20 
Nov 730 pm in Preston (0161- 
973 1505); (0151-709 8832) for 
Jonathan Falki ogham of Urban 
Splash 24 Nov 530pm-630pm 
William Alsop 25 Nov 630pm. 


West Midlands: STARchitect 
talk Terry Farrell 24 Nov 
630pm at Newman Tbnks De- 
sign Centre, Birmin gham Busi- 
ness Park (0121-717 7777); 
Interbuiid at NEC Birmin gham 
23-28 Nov 930am -6 pm. 


Scotland: Symposium on the 
New Scottish Parliament, 28 
Nov 28 10am-5pm, 29 Nov 
10am- 1pm at the Matthew Ar- 
chitecture Gallery, Edinburgh 
(Clive Albert on 0131-650 
2306); two Glasgow STARchi- 
tect talks (booking essential 
0141-227 1999) Charles McK- 
ean at Caledonian University 
“Is Glasgow well dressed or 
wearing cast-offs ?" 20 Nov 
6.30pm; Gavin Stamp on 
Alamnder Thomson at Water- 
stones inSauchiehall Street, 26 
Nov 6pm; Scottish Houses ex- 
hibition of contemporary hous- 
es at Dundee Central library, 
2Q--27NOV. 
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COPTHORNE 


Make Christmas 

shopping less stressful 
this year by winning a 
luxury weekend break at 
the 3 star Copthorne 
Calais Hotel. 


To enter, simply dial the 
number below, and leave 
your answer to. -the 
following question, . . 


J - iznrr . r 

...... 

'Stiir.B- »■ ’ ' 
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The Hotel is 
conveniently situated by 
the Channel Tunnel 
Terminal and Cite 
Europe shopping 

complex which offers a 
wide choice of 1 50 
shops and boutiques, 
Mea l to finalise your 
Christmas shopping. 


Q: What is the -star 
rating of the Copthorne 
Calais! 


0930 563 564 


Northern Ireland: “Modern 
Architecture in Belfast is a 
Thing of the Past" debate at 
Queens University, Belfast, 21 
Nov (01232 323760). 


Yorkshire & Humberside; 
SIARriiitect talk Nigel Coates, 
24 Nov 630pm, Showroom Gi> 
ema, Sheffield (01 14-275 7727); 
“Architecture on the Move" 
mobile multi-media event 20- 
27 Nov for locations around 
Sheffield (Prue Chiles on 0114- 
268 4282). 


Channel Wands: “Jersey Open 
Budding s" - the National Thist 
buildings of Jersey, 20 -27 Nov 
(Jeremy Barns on 01534 
33100); RIBA Award-winner 
Jersey College for Girls 
Preparatory School opens its 
doors, 22-23 Nov (Dot Brown- 
ing on 01962 842 200). 


The weekend break 
jndudes a two night stay 
in one of the luxury 
Connoisseur rooms, 
with breakfast, a meal for 
wo in the hotel 
restaurant and a free 
toede of champagne to 
celebrate. 


All Independent readers 
are eligible fair a : special 
rate of £45 per person for 
an overnight break at the 
Copthorne Coquette 
Calais. Price indudes one 
night bed & breakfast & 
return Le Shuttle ticket 
based on two in a car, valid 
until 23/12/97. 


Tbu can also take full 
advantage of the Hotel’s 
excellent health and 
leisure facilities. 


To book can Le Shuttle 
Hobdays on 0990 353535 
and quote ' "Hie 
Independent Promotion”. 
Prices are based on two = 
people sharing a room. A 
limited number of rooms . 
are available. 
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The higher they fly, the harder they fall 


.When powerful 
executive women get 
they hit the 

headlines asmen rarely 
do. Their private lives 

and personal style get as 

much Attention as the 
profit warnings. Whose 
fault is that, Ann Truman 
asks. - 


Ann Iverson was fired this 
week as chief executive of Lau- 
ra Ashley for failing to rescue 
the struggling company. I report 
this to you just in case you may 
have missed it amid the acres 
of space devoted to other as- 
pects of the story. Like the fact 
that Ann is 53, a chain-smok- 
er and has been married four 
times. like the fact that she is 
flame-haired, aggressive and a 
workaholic. 

She is guilty of many crimes. 
The Daily Mail reports that 
she has “built up a reputation 
for silky-voiced aggression and 
a ruthless attitude to dissent 
from subordinates”. The Tele- 
graph reveals that she is a “one- 
time” rodeo rider. But the 
worst •grime of all is that this 
summer she appeared in Vogue 
wearinga black leather coat and 
“little else”. In another outra- 
geous act. The Times reports, 
she “crooned” in the caption: 
“All those Gty guys love to 
think of me in black leather, so 
1 may as well live up to expec- 
tations.” 

Yesterday Ms Iverson was 
not to be found. She was not 
talking. I don't blame her, but 
I’d love to hear what she thinks 
of the glee in which her down- 
fall has been reported. When 
powerful men fail, the foots are 
dutifully reported. When pow- 
erful^women do the same, it is 
a case "of the Wonderwoman 
who crashed to earth. 

“It's just misogyny," com- 
ments one female journalist 
Some colleagues agree, others 
beg to differ. They point out 
that she did foil rather spec- 
tacularly and that she was too 
optimistic, over-expanded and 
left a company rumoured to be 
on the point of coljapse-None 
of this is in dispute. Ann Iver- 
son was paid more than £lm 


last year to do a job that she 
foiled to do. But what docs this 
have to do with crooning and 
flame hair? What is being ques- 
tioned - and what needs to be 
- is the way in which the me- 
dia report on women of 
achievement. 

This is a subject that unites 
the small group of women who 
have made it somewhere near 
the top of their various pro- 
fessions. Nicola Horiick may be 
many things but there is no 
doubt that she was naive in her 
expectations of how the press 
would cover her sacking as 
head of Deutsche Morgan 
GrenfeIds£ISbn pension fond 
business. She says that if she 
were a man, the press would not 
have been camped outside her 
house while she was inside Dy- 
ing to breastfeed her baby and 
she is probably right. 

Such women are never por- 
trayed as what they really are, 
either. Horiick instantly be- 
came Superwoman although 
in fact she was a business- 
woman with a nanny. When the 
news broke that Christine Whit- 
er, one of the most powerful 
women in advertising, is fight- 
ing a court battle with her for- 
mer employers, she was called 
a “media mother” in headlines. 
Would a man have been called 
a “media father”? (Would any- 
one even understand what 
those words together could 
mean?) “Newspapers always 
try to get a human interest 
spin if it is a woman,” said Ms 
Wfelker yesterday. “If a man 
does something he isn’t de- 
scribed as a Superman who is 
married with two children.” 

Last year the group Women 
in Journalism conducted a sur- 
vey of how the press covers such 
women. I helped to conduct this 
research, which involved lots of 



Talcing it personally: 
Ann Iverson, Nicola 
Horiick (top), Clare 
Spottiswoode (centre) 
and Christine Walker. 


Will Barbara Cassani 
(bottom), new arrival 
at British Airways, be 
next in line? 

Main photograph: FT 


reading (as well as measuring) 
the coverage afforded to 
women and men involved in 
similar news stories. Specific cas- 
es included the defections of 
MPs Alan Howarth and Emma 
Nicholson and the moun- 
taineering deaths of Alison 
Hargreavt^ and Geoff Tier. 

The results were over- 
whelming. Emma Nicholson 


was called menopausal and a 
Wicked Witch for daring to 
switch her allegiance from the 
Tbries to the Liberal Democ- 
rats. Alan Howarth was por- 
trayed as a moral crusader 
acting out the highest possible 
principles. The death of moun- 
tainee^nnd mother Alison Har- 
greaves attracted some 800 
paragraphs of coverage, the 


death of mountaineer and fa- 
ther Geoff Tier garnered 20. 

The press, when confronted, 
admits the error of its ways. 
This, for instance, was some of 
the reaction to the Wbmen in 
Journalism survey. “As the 
Duchess of York will doubtless 
agree, when wprueu become 
hate figures in the press, cov- 
erage of their downfall is not 


just hostile but downright poi- 
sonous,” said no less an expert 
than the Evening Standard. The 
Guardian weighed in as well: 
“The day may shortly come 
when tired old hacks pumping 
out babes by numbers actually 
become a financial liability to 
a medium that desperately 
needs to keep hold of its de- 
dining audience.” 


But for high-flying women, 
that day seems for away. Clare 
Spottiswoode, Director General 
of Gas Supply, has lived to tell 
this tale: “At various times I 
have been likened in the press 
to Boudicca and Annie Oakley 
and been called mumsy, the 
“laughing regulator” and de- 
scribed as resembling Ingrid 
Bergman on a bad hair day. I 


have even bad my character and 
competence assessed in an ar- 
ticle based solely on the floral 
print of my dress.” 

This is the kind of thing that 
Ann Iverson - who, of course, 
met her downfall in a compa- 
ny devoted to floral dresses - 
can relate to as she figures out 
what to do with her £450,000 
payoff and her tattered career. 
She also might wonder if there 
is any way she could have 
played it differently. Did she, in 
some way, invite such headlines 
as yesterday’s in the Mail that 
said “Ruthless? Ask the four 
husbands she has ‘sacked’”. 
Could she have done something 
to stop the speculation about 
her love life, her rodeo past, her 
aggressive ways. . . 

The answer, probably, is no. 
There are very few female high- 
flyers who could have escaped 
such a spectacular sacking with- 
out similar coverage. Perhaps 
the exception is one woman in 
the news today: Carol Galley of 
Mercury Asset Management 
likes to keep a low profile and 
rarely speaks out on anything 
not pertaining directly to busi- 
ness. But not all women want to 
do this - though it is something 
of which someone like Barbara 
Cassani should take note. 

Ms Cassani was chosen this 
week to bead British Airlines’ 
new low-cost carrier. News re- 
ports have already told us she 
is as feminine as she is feisty and 
a charming mother of two. Like 
Ann Iverson, she is American. 
I doubt whether she’ll be pos- 
ing in \fague though. “I won’t 
be jumping out of a cake at the 
launch party," she told re- 
porters. But perhaps it would- 
n’t matter if she did. When it 
comes to the female of the 
spedes, the press is as deadly as 
the women are said to be. 


There is a time when you must stop helping a selfish scrooge 
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Barbara is always 
doing her in-laws 
favours: doing their 
tax returns, 
entertaining them. 

Her reward's been an 
egg-timer. Now her 
father-in-law's asking 
for advice on shares 
he's giving his other 
grandchildren - not 

her children, he says, 
because she’is a Labour 
supporter. She feels 
bitter. Her husband 
says she shouldn't be 
so generous. 


The dilemma is really this: 
what do you do if you have a 
completely unthinking, un- 
feeling git in the family? Txy to 
josh them out of it? Cut them 
out of your life? Write them a 
serious letter expla ining how 
you feel? Mean old gits aw no- 
toriously insensitive and usually 
it means using devious means 
to get them to change their be- 
haviour in any way at all. 

Fust of all Barbara needs to 
get the situation clear in her 
head. Forget the fact that he's 
her father-in-law or that nice 
people are meant to do nice 
things for people in order to 
have nice things done back to 
them. Mean old gits don’t 
speak this language. She is, 
simply, being exploited by a 
jerk and she must decide 
whether to continue to be 
generous to him, turning the 
other cheek, or to use self- 
preservation techniques and in 
future say that she’s for too 
busy (trying to earn money to 
buy shares for her children, 
perhaps?) to be able to help 
them again. 

She could of course write 
him a letter. Not awhingeing 
or an angry letter, but one that 
runs something like this. “Dear 
Dad, I have been so glad to 
have been some help to you 
over your tax and enjoyed sav- 
ing you several thousands of 
pounds, but I can’t help feel- 
ing hurt that you are now de- 
ciding to give shares only to 
your other grandchildren. I am 
not upset on my own behalf, 
but on behalf of my children. 
Have I or they done something 
wrong to be created like this? 
Perhaps I have offended you 
in some way. If so I apologise. 
Do let me know what has bap- 

' • I , I 


try to put things right, love 
from Barbara”. 

Or she could approach her 
mother-in-law, who is a rather 
shady figure in this whole saga. 


(Though probably she’s some- 
thing of a diminished figure, 
having been browbeaten by her 
ghastly husband all these 
years). It’s likely that her 
mother-in-law would be more 
sensitive to the problem and 
might be able to have a word 
with her husband. The other 
thing would be for her husband 
to write his parents a letter say- 
ing how upset be feels. He 
could say that although Bar- 
bara has not said a word to 
him, and has always enjoyed 
doing the parents favours, he 
can’t help feeling that as a re- 
ward for all her work the re- 
sult is that their children are 
being deprived. 

Humour and elaborate, 
slightly unkind teasing, is the 
only other way to get the mes- 
sage through. Constant harp- 
ing on the amount of “free” 
labour he’s getting, calling him 
an old meanie in an apparent- 
ly affectionate way, joking 
about the difference in their 
politics, remarking, if he ever 
produces his wallet,' that he’d 
better watch out when the 
moths fly out, or simply mak- 
ing a big production of it: 
4 Hey. get the camera! 
Grandad's got his wallet out! 
Ring up the papers!” - all 
these are things that get to the 
meanest of old gits. 

Barbara’s done all the right 
things so far. She has tried her 
best to be generous and help- 
ful. But when you do this and 
your generosity is met by a 
brick wall, it’s a moment take 
stock. The father-in-law is nev- 
er going to turn into an old 
sweetie and what Barbara 
mustn't do is to continue to 
sacrifice herself again and 
again in the hope that he will 
change. Enough is enough. 
She has now learned just what 
k rpH of man he is, and she must 
accept h rather than beating 
her brains out hoping he’ll sud- 
denly say: “Thank you.” 


Ask them for help 

When other people don’t ap- 
pear to respond to given situa- 
tions with a generosity equal to 
our own we are often disap- 
pointed. Unless you feel able to 
discuss your misgivings openly 
with your father-in-law (which 
1 assume is not an option or you 
would already have tried it) then 
your husband is probably right. 
You may find a shift in your own 
attitude will bring rewards. The 
□ext time your in-laws ask for 
advice think of something that 
they could help you with in re- 
turn. then ask for it! Maybe 
there is a reason why they have 
never offered to help with your 
new baby eg the/ may feel you 
don’t trust them. 

If yoD continue to give your 
time and resources so freely 
then dearly your in-laws will 
continue to make demands 
and your resentment will 
doubtless increase. By showing 
them that you have needs too 
the dynamics of your relation- 
ship will be forced to change, 
hopefully for the better. 
Lizette AJdsworth 


dren, and steadfastly sticks to 
her limit of £1250 per child at 
Christmas. 

My mother-in-law, stricken 
with a chronic illness, is con- 
fined to bed and her oxygen ma- 
chine - yet is financially and 
emotionally generous. Her 
greatest sorrow is that she can 
no longer baby-sit or play with 
her grandchildren. 

I find my parents’ selfishness 
infuriating and beyond belief 
sometimes - especially com- 
pared to my mother-in-law, 
but I don’t believe that rowing 
or trying to thwart them would 
change anything. Barbara's 
generous nature won’t change 
and she should stop expecting 
her father-in-law to be any dif- 
ferent Like my parents, be 
may be well off, but is to be 
pitied because he is impover- 
ished by such an ugly trait 
Anon 


This may sound a trivial prob- 
lem, but it's something I can’t 
come to terms with. My hus- 
band is a really nice man. He’s 
intelligent he’s funny, he's kind, 
he’s generous. But nearly every 
weekend we go off on an ex- 
pedition, and as soon as we get 
into the car he becomes a dif- 
ferent man. He's bad-tempered 
with other drivers, drives too 
fast (J think) though he’s nev- 
er had an accident, gets enraged 


with me if I read the map 
wrongly, and, worst of all, always 
refuses to ask the way if we’re 
lost Last week we drove round 
for an hour searching for a 
country bouse we wanted to see 
and by the time we got there it 
was dosed. Tm starting to dread 
these weekend outings, but he 
doesn’t seem- to understand 
what upsets me. Do any other 
readers have the same problem? 
Hannah 


Letters are welcome, and every- 
one who has a suggestion quoted 
will be sent a bouquet from 
JnterQara. Send your personal 
experiences or comments to me 
at the features Department, 'The 
Independent', 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 
SDL (fax 0171-293 2182 ) by 
Tuesday morning 

And ifyou have any dilemma 
of your own that you nvuid like 
to share, please let me know. 


Rich but impoverished 
I can well understand how Bar- 
bara feels about her father-in- 
law’s meanness. My Dad is a 
master in the art of increasing 
his already considerable wealth 
but doesn’t believe in sharing 
R Apart from buying everything 
second-hand, he’d rather wear 
his coat indoors than put his 
heating on during the day. He 
has never offered to baby-sit for 
his grandchildren nor taken 
them to a burger bar or the cin- 
ema, believing them to be a 
“scandalous waste of money”. 

My mother is the opposite 
(Lbafs probably why they’re di- 
vorced) and never stops spend- 
ing, on holidays, expensive 
dothes, jewellery and cosmet- 
ics - for herself. She is far too 
busy treating herself to spend 
time with us or her grandchil- 


Professional advice 
It is a sad, but general, rule that 
people do not place much val- 
ue oo the help they get for free. 

Next time Barbara's odious 
father-in-law wants “a hand" 
with bis tax arrangements, she 
should tell him pleasantly that 
she is unfornmatety too busy to 
give his affairs the attention 
they require, but that she would 
tx> glad to recommend the ser- 
vices of a professional ac- 
quaintance -warning him that 
this may well set him backs bit 
1 think be will get the message. 
As for the milk of human kind- 
ness, Barbara, you’ve been 
pouring It down the drain. 
Angela Partington 


Convert to the Tories! 

If I were in Barbara’s position 
I would feigu having changed 
my politics and see what hap- 
pens then. If a man can be as 
despicably mean-spirited as is 
claimed be deserves a deliber- 
ate lie and a good one at thaL 
Alan J. Page 
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-Keep warn in the add 
weather with this foody beater 


You don't have to wait for your 
car engioe io warm up before 
you can whb this 12 volt car 
heater. It provides the quick 
solution to iced-up wind- 
screens and a chilly interior. 

Simply plug the healer into the 
car's cigarette lighter socket 
and feel the heat immediately. 

The unit's ISO watt element 
provides effective heal and 
incorporates a safety cat-out 
switch to avoid overheating. It 
is installed by simply fixing it onto the dashboard 
or visor (velcro pads are supplied). It can also be 
installed in the rear of the car for back seal passen- 
gers. 

The ear beater is oa offer for only £ 1 9 95 includ- 
ing postage and packing. 
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Sir Bill Utring’s report, published yester- 
day, is a record of unforgiveable misery. 
But before tarkling its recommendations, 
it is worth saying that die recent histo ry 
of child care has been a great success. 
There is less of iL Fewer children are be- 
ing taken into care by social services - 
between the early Eighties and the early 
Nineties the number fell by 40.per cent, 
and among those the numbers accom- 
modated in children’s residential homes 
has shrunk even more dramatically. Of 
children taken into care, a high propor- 
tion are found foster homes. Social work 
practice is, sometimes, perverted by po- 
litical correctness of a kind which is blind 
to the best interests of an individual 
child. But by and large a lot of dedicated 
effort by professionals and foster parents 
provides a reasonable simulacrum of 
family life for many damaged children. 

All that needs to be recognised and 
prized. Breakdowns, such as the recent 
case in Peterborough* for which Cam- 
bridgeshire social services were heavily crii- 
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icised, punctuate that history, it's true. But msed, is not primarily one ofmoney.lt is 

victims of failed procedure or professional how.the money is spent and results mon- 

negligence, from Jasmine Beckford on- itored. Utting notes that elementary 
wards, have provided lessons which have record-keeping has been woefully inade- 
generally been learnt Excep^ it seems, in . quate;if not, how could so many children 
that archipelago of exploitation made up - for whom the lneal a»irix>ri ty irtg hdc p>//vvi 
by small, badly regulated local authority parends jast “go missing", 
children’s homes of which dwyd County Child abuse in local authority homes 
COundTs stand as a recent proxy. Our re- is a dasac instance of a service supplier 

ports about them 18 monthsago were only (the council) failing to build reliable 

the latest disclosures about a sector of so- mechanisms to monitor its own perfor- 

dal care which seems especially cursed. • marine. It was to prevent just such a con- 
And yet, using emotive la ngua ge like ’ fhet of i n terest ’ that, in health and other 
that won’t do. The problem of paring for council services, “providers’' and “pnr- 

the relatively small number of children who. chasers" were split in the F?ghtip<r that was 
need to be accommodated by the state is one of the great Uny public sector reforms, 
a problem of organisation. And the great- . : The split does not have to be mechanis- 
est disappointment we register in Sir ' tic, nor does it necessarily involve pri- 
Wflliam Utting’s study is that be - too vacation or contracting out. It does ' 

much, perhaps, a doyen of the present sys- involve a director of social service being 

tern — has not thought radically enough able to stand figuratively outside the chil- 

about the management changes de- • dien’s home and rap on its windows de- 
manded in response to the catalogue -of m antlin g to be assured that the terms of 
failure that he d ogg edly records. its mntr art am brin g p imetiKnnsiy fnlffflwt 

The problem, let it be dearly recog- Is local government even capable of ad- 
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ministering a social service as difficult as 
ditld care? Sir William might have posed 
that question less tentatively. Child abuse 
scandals surdy point in another direction 
- towards reliable, uniform standards, 
against abuse and perversion 
of the process of child care. In ofoer words, 
towards some country-wide institution 
stronger even than Uttmg's proposed 
national council (which might consider 
promoting an equivalent of prison viators, 
in other words some lay participation in 
the business of looking and listening). 

Inquiring into the abuse of children is 
like looking in a rearview mirror in which 
a horror stoiy plays ouL It happened then, 

in the past, but now -official voices have 
been too swift to assure - things are dif- 
ferent, procedures have been tightened. 


previous such assurances were false. Be- 
fore he reported; the necessary scheme of 
reform was well enough known, from sys- 
tematic inspection to registration of staff. 


care 
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akes place in future (fr would-be utopi- 
n to rule that ont) it happens in spite of 
he system not because of it 
InjniaJfy,SffW2I^ 
eport on children: and young peqptejmb-' 
ished yesterday. By chance the Home 
jffice produced a study of prisons for 
oung offenders. It ouigjt* at least, 
aind us that the nxsts of ddinquewyawi 
time lie m childhood. Police and prisons 
nnv> late into the game. Tfie point in ame- 
lorating child care is not just to e l hiiirwtfi 
bose; it is to try to give damaged children 
break Or at least prevent further dete- 
ioration in their projects for life. 



The blame for Luxor 

Sin Despicable as terrorist at- 
tacks on innocent people are, 
the blame has lo be squarely put 
on the Egyptian government 

Egyptians used to pride 
themselves on one of the most 
equal distributions of income 
and most comprehensive social 
security nets among developing 
countries, and popular opinion 
sees the years of the 1950s and 
60s under President Nasser, 
who dispossessed the feudal 
elite, as golden years. 

Of course there came the 
time when the country did not 
seem to be able to afford all 
thaL With the advent of Sadat 
populist policies were firmly dri- 
ven back and soon the old feu- 
dal families re-emerged as 
rulers of the country. 

The current regime under 
President Mubarak entered 
the stage after the assassination 
of Sadat in 1981 with a good 
reputation. Mubarak is an Air 
Force officer from a modest 
background and was hailed for 
his integrity, unlike the alleged 
corruption of Sadat and his 
cronies. Things have changed 
since then. 

The international financial 
community is increasingly 
happy with the state of affahs. 
A structural adjustment pro- 
gramme devised with the help 
of the World Bank and the IMF 
has put the country on the map 
of international portfolio in- 
vestment as labour regulations, 
social security and government 
redistribution policies have giv- 
en way to shareholder value. 
The majority of the people do 
not participate in the boiom. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
was the only big opposition 
movement in an otherwise 
thoroughly undemocratic coun- 
try. It ran schools and social ser- 
vices the government could no 
longer provide. And it was a 
home for moderate Islamic 
opposition. Until two years 
ago that is, when the leaders 
were arrested and the wboie 
movement closed down. 

Close down a populist 
movement, and the more active 
members will go underground. 
The strongarm tactics of a suc- 
cession of interior ministers 
and state security chiefs (the lat- 
ter are promoted to the former, 
as happened again this week) 

create martyrs and do not solve 
anything. 

ULRICH BARTSCH 
Oxford 


Tobacco battle 

Sin Your headline “Lung can- 
cer toll worsened by attitudes" 
(18 November) with the sug- 
gestion that anti-smoking cam- 
paigns add to the sufferings of 
smokers, distracts attention 
from the fact that their suffer- 
ings are caused by the tobacco 
industry, aided by the press, the 
advertising industry and gov- 
ernments which surrender to its 
financial power. 

We have known for more 
than 40 years that cigarette 
smoking is the cause of the 
worldwide increase in deaths 
from lung cancer which fol- 
lowed the spread of this habit. 
As long ago as January 1953 the 
British public was informed of 
this in a BBC television pro- 
gramme in which I took part. 
Rational application of this 
knowledge could have led to 
dramatic reduction in new cas- 
es of lung cancer, but because 
of failure of appropriate action 


by individuals and by govern- 
ments, this had not occurred. 

Nevertheless, we must not 
despair, but continue to publi- 
cise the fact that smoking great- 
ly increases the risks of lung 
cancer, and of some other com- 
mon lung and heart diseases. 
Are we to desist from this ef- 
fort on the specious excuse 
that we must spare the feelings 
of those affected by smoking- 
induced diseases? In my book, 
this would be another surren- 
der to market forces: of course, 
to the benefit of the tobacco in- 
dustry and its hangers-on. 
Professor J G SCADDING 
Beaconsfield. 

Buckinghamshire 

Sin Richard Evans (letter, 17 
November) cites California as 
an example of “American-style” 
bans on smoking. California is 
the one state that most Amer- 
icans wouldn't refer to as the 
norm for almost anything. 

This is the stale that stops 


people at its borders to confis- 
cate “foreign" fruits and plants 
to prevent unwanted insects 
from infecting local plants. 
Nobody has been able to ear- 
plain to me how they prevent 
these insects from flying across 
the border on their own. 

Outriders commonly refer to 
California as “the land of fruits 
and nuts”. 

DAVID McNICKLE 
St Albans, Hertfordshire 
The writer is from Cleveland, 
Ohio 

Proof against pain 

Sir You report (18 November) 
on research that suggests that 
nurture rather than nature is re- 
sponsible for the variation in 
people’s pain thresholds. 

Years ago I lived in Mon- 
treal, when French Canadians 
were stiff famous for producing 
large families. Ten or more 
children was common. My den- 
tist there told me he could al- 


ways tell whether a woman pa- 
tient bad been the eldest 
daughter in her family. The el- 
dest daughter, he said, did not 
feel pain that would have oth- 
ers howling. 

He attributed this to the fact 
that they were bred to be con- 
cerned and responsible for oth- 
ers, to the exclusion of seif, from 
a very tender age. 

MARJORIE HEATH 
Hopton, Norfolk 

Aggressive beggars 

Sir In his zeal to lay the death 
of a homeless person at the door 
of the Edinburgh Evening News 
and The Scotsman, Patrick 
Small (Media, 17 November) 
forgets one or two facts. 

The Evening News campaign 
against a ggre ssive begging is in 
tandem with our support for a 
wet hostel in Edinburgh to 
provide just the kind of care for 
those addicted to drugs and al- 
cohol he mentions. 


Aggressive begging is not 
rare. Lothian and Borders po- 
lice have identified a bard core 
of approximately 30 who reg- 
ularly cause tremble in the city 
centre. It is true that behaviour 
has improved since our cam- 
paign was launched. 

1 have lost count of the 
number of times we have in- 
sisted that aggressive begging 
and homelessness are sepa- 
rate issues. 

Andrew NeO has never writ- 
ten a line for this paper. Our in- 
terest in aggressive begging 
predates Mr Neil’s joining the 
company. 

I agree with Mr Small that 
it is shameful for some to feel 
the need to beg, but I fail to see 
why it should be deemed ac- 
ceptable for ordinary people to 
be harassed as they go about 
their daily business in this city. 
JOHNMcLELLAN 
Editor 

Edinburgh Ei’ening News 
Edinburgh 


Car propaganda 

Sin One aspect of the Formu- 
la One affair does not seem to 
have been commented on: at a 
time when all environmentally 
aware people are trying to 
think of ways to counter the car 
crisis, it is unwise of the British 
Prime Minister to be seen to 
embrace the top propaganda 
sport of the motor industry. 
Professor GVR BORN 
London EC1 

Sin Richard Branson (letter, 17 
November) says he pledged to 
set up a “rival sport” to Harmula 
One should the teams withdraw 
from Britain in the wake of a 
tobacco sponsorship ban. Pre- 
sumably he would stand to 
gain financially if this were to 
happen. Therefore he is no 
longer in a position to give im- 
partial advice to the Govern- 
ment on this issue. 

ADRIAN STRONG 
Bexley, Kent 


State of policing 

Sin Tike David Tbrner (letter, 
18 November)! was subject to 
police questioning and search 
-- under Section 60 of the Crim- 
inal Justice Act while attending 
a demonstration last Sunday at 
a farm in Oxfordshire which 
breeds cats for vivisection. 

All demonstrators were 
stopped on arrival and told 
theywodd not be allowed to use 
a public footpath unless they had 
a slip of paper riwwing they had 
been searched. Luckily we knew 
not to give names and addressr 
es. 'Ne were photographed and 
videoed throughout the day. 

After the demonstration our 
coach, which contained mostly 
middle-aged and elderly people, 
was stopped as Wertried to leave 
- for home. Officers bbardedand 
told us we wbdd have to be 
searched, but after protests and 
threats of legal action from sev- 
eral of us they chose just to look 
at our previously issued slips of 
paper. However, the video team 
moveddown the coach, tinning 
people’s headland lifting their 
jackets if they tried to avoid be- 
ing filmed. 

This is the state of polking 
in Britain today. 

SUSAN DICKENS 
Hove, East Sussex 

Veterans in Burma 

Sin Where does the Remem- 
brance Day poppy money go 
(Letters, 11, 14, 19 November)? 

I wrote recently to the British 
Legion about their advertising 
of holidays in Burma while 
that country’s elected leader is 
under house arrest. Their reply 
was simply: “We have no in- 
tention of not organising holi- 
days in Burma." 

R A COOPER 
LudweU, Wiltshire 

Mobile menace 

Sin I was reading a noticeboard 
in Hammersmith Road in Lon- 
don when 1 was run into by a 
woman who was driving a mo- 
torised wheelchair while en- 
gaged in conversation on her 
mobile phone (a conversation 
she continued while I was pick- 
ing myself up from the ground). 

If the Government plans 
to prevent use, of mobile 
phones by road users, is there 
any chance they could extend 
it to other forms of transport? 
RICHARD BARTLE 
West Bergholt, Essex 


You shall go to the ball - but don’t expect to live happily ever after 



MILES 

KINGTON 


As the pantomime season is ap- 
proaching again, I want to tell 
you a true story. 

. TWO years ago my wife and 
I were invited to a charity din- 
ner in the Guildhall in Bath. It 
had been arranged by a local 
restaurant tycoon called 
Ahmed Chowdhury, who was 
raising funds for a hospital 
back in Bangladesh, and al- 
though I do not attend many 
charity events, being a mean- 
minded and suspicious person, 
theremustbavebeensomerea- 
sonwhy we decided togo to this 

particular one. Perhaps it was 
the influence of my wife, who 
is a warm-hearted and gener- 
ous person. ■ 

We found ourselves seated 
at a large round table where all 
the seats were taken but two. 


These were empty, explained 
Mr Cbowdhuiy to us, because 
they were expecting the two 

stars from the local pantomime 
to come along after the per- 
formance and grace at least the 
pudding course with their pres- 
ence. The pantomime referred 
to was the one at the Bath 
Theatre Royal, which my wife 
and 1 had not been to see, on 
the grounds that the one at the 
Bristol Old Vk is usually bet- 
ter value. 

I don’t mean by this that 
Bristol is better value than 
Bath, necessarily, but that the 
Bristol Old Vic panto is a gen- 
uine local product, usually de- 
vised by local performer and 
top-class panto dame Chris 
Harris, and fall of oM-fesfakmed 
s ight gags, digs at lb® Welsh and 


other local jokes rather than ref- 
erences to TV. If you want TV 
references and guest celebrities, 
you can always go to the Bristol 
Hippodrome or Bath Theatre 
Royal, where most of the parts 
are played by people I have nev- 
er heard of from TV sitcoms, 
or. even worse, people I have 
heard ot One year recently in 
Bath they got Rolf Harris to 
play Buttons. They got him 
about 30 years too late. 

Another year in Bristol they 
hired Frank Bruno to play 
Robin Hood. 1 am all in favour 
of casting against race, but 
casting against talent is anoth- 
er thing even if it did lead to the 
best line in the show, when one 
of the Merrie Men reacted to 
the approach of danger by say- 
ing: “Now is the lime to act. 


Robin!" and Frank Bruno said, 
“Don’t look at me, then.") 

WeH the prince and the 
princess did show up eventual- 
ly, and a nice young pair they 
were too. You might expect 
them to keep their distance 
from each other out of work- 
ing hours, but I am told by ac- 
tors that love on-stage is very 
often followed by romance off- 
stage as well, and what was 
charming was that the two of 
them had obviously fallen in 
love during the course of the 
show. 

He was a young English ac- 
tor 1 had never heard ot She 
was a young Australian actress 
who had made a name for 
herself in Neighbours, though 
what the name she had made 
for hexself was I cannot tell you 


as I have never seen Neighbours. 
But I know they were in love 
because he told me so and she 
nodded happily in agreement 

“After the show has ended 
we’re going round the world to- 
gether," be said. “Wfe’re just go- 
ing to take off and hold hands 
round the world." 

She nodded happily again 
and said this was so, and they 
were going to be happy for ever 
and ever. I said that felling in 
love during the run of a pan- 
tomime was not the best basis 
for lifelong happiness and that 
when the greasepaint had worn 
off and the happy cries of the 
matinee audiences had faded, 
it might be a different matter. 
They assured me that it was not 
so, and said they were so sure 
that it was the real thing that 


one day they would come back 
together and prove iL 

Well, time passed. The din- 
ner came to an end. The panto 
came to the end of its run some 
time well into the next year. 
Winter turned to spring, Bath 
rugby team got to Twickenham 
yet again for the Cup Final and 
we got a postcard from Hei- 
delberg in Germany saying: 
“The fairy tale is still alive and 
well and we are both very 
happy", signed The Prince and 
The Princess. For a moment I 
couldn't think what this meant, 
as the style didn’t sound like 
that of any of my friends, but 
my wife remembered the care- 
less words of the pantomime 
prince, who bad indeed taken 
our address, and deduced that 
he had kept his promise, as you 


would expect a prince to do. 

Thereafter we got postcards 
at lengthy but regular intervals, 
about once every five months.' 
One from France, I think. One 
from Italy. One from the other 
side of the world somewhere. 
TTiere were always signed The 
Prince and The Princess. There 
was never any name or address, 
so there was never any way of 
replying or congratulating 
them. 

We got the last one a month 
or two back, from Cali fornia 

It was signed just by The 
Prince this time. 

It said: The feiry tale is . 
over.” 

Nothing else. 

Sad, I suppose. But the fairy, 
tale had lasted a lot longer than 
any pantomime ever does. 
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‘In My Own Words’ - 

Van, minus the Man 


JOHN 

WALSH 



Van Morrison, the uns milin g, jazz-rock 
artiste who started life as a beefy tearaway 
fronting the Sixties Belfast pop group Them 
and metamorphosed into a prolific Irish- 
American singer of mystic invocations to God 
and rock V roll has always wanted to be 
taken seriously as a poet. For the moment, 
though, he’s having trouble becoming an 
autobiographer. 

Most of the rock-biography gossip at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair last month was about 
Elton John's projected drugs-and-sbags 
confession, which is still being fought over 
by pubbsherswith £10m to spare. But Vim's 
self-penned book, provisionally entitled In 
My Own Words, was also on offer. The agents, 
Sheff Land, were looking for only £500,000 
- peanuts when compared with the asking 
price' for Elton’s book,- but a bargain for a 
publishing house anxious to cash in on the 
myriad fans of the man they call, er, “The 
Man". .. 

So why, a month after Rankfiat, are there - 
still no takers for this exciting work? 1 have 
in idyliahii ^OuU5ne Of^fchb6k, in Van’s 
own words. He offers a “Chapter Break- * 
down"'Of44 chapters, delivered with a terse 
economy worthy of Harold Pinter. “Chap- 
ter 6, Early Writing. Chapter 7. Musical In- 
fluences. Chapter 8, Songwriting Chapter 
9; Inspiration. Chapter 10, Music in General. 
Chapter 11, The Music Business. Chapter 
12, Lyrics ..." Itgoeson like this, getting ters- 
er all the time: “23, The Media. 24, Fame. 
25, Iburing 26, Interviews. 27, Bands ...” Just 
wheti you're wondering where the actual stuff 
about hislife is - the Belfast rock chicks, the 
cult fanre of Astral Weeks , the American- 
visionary make-over, the late-flowering love 
affair with the former Miss Ireland -you dis- 
cover Chapter 42 (and only Chapter 42) is 
rifled “My Autobiography” ... 

Appetite whetted, you turn to a two-page 
extract called “Influences", in which the 
Rimbaud of Cypress Avenue gruffly dis- 
gorges very small bits of information about 
how he learnt to play guitar, and how be com- 
poses: “When I write there’s an A, B and 
C. This is where 1 get the whole idea ... the 
lyrics and the melody to the song That's in- 
spirational writing which is very rare. B is 
where! get the melody or have a melody I'm 
working on, and I later then go on to wort 
with the melody and the chords. C is the re- 
verse of that ..." This gripping stuff has 
drawn several telephone calls from aspiring 
publishers, mostly to ask, “But isn’t he go- 
ing to tell us what it was like going out with 
Michelle Rocos?" The answer, I'm afraid, 
is, “Vhh does not want to discuss his private 


life in this book.” (In an autobiography?) I 
sbouIdJjkxxJy well think no/. “Next thing you 
know,” sniffs one disappointed bidder, 
“be*D say he doesn’t want to discuss his music 
either." 

• 

Those imminently involved in buying wed- 
ding gifts wfll surely look with interest at the 
50th anniversary today of, not just the nup- 
tials of the Queen and Prince Philip, but the 
list of presents bought for them by 2^500 
thoughtful subjects. They make fascinating 
reading today. They range in scale and ap- 
peal from “a cinema" (thanks to the Eari and 
Countess Mounibatten) to “a band-made 
plastic belt" (thanks a bunch, Mr and Mrs 
D Flood). Many writers kindly sent books, 
sometimes their own: Ibu and the Jury hy 
Miss Virginia Mather was probably a 
welcome choice, as was I Remember the 
Emersons by Miss M M EngeL The elabo- 
rately named Mrs C St Aubyn Ratdiffe 
thoughtfully sent two copies of her Furry Folk 
and Fairies, so the future Duke didn't have 
to read it over his wife's shoulder in the roy- 
al bedchamber. Handbags were a popular 
choice, running the gamut from straw to 
tooled leather, pigskin, crocodile and suede 
to the jewel-mounted, gold-mesh thingy from 
Comessa Marcella Gianotd. Lots of people 
sent stockings, sheer nylon ones rather 
than aid-fashioned silk. Mr and Mrs Fired 
Grate, perhaps suspecting that someone else 
might have thought of their idea, sent three 
pairs. 

The RAF slung the happy couple a 
-cheque “for the Princess Elizabeth's own 
use" and threw in a Steinway grand piano. 
Two young subjects. Miss Jill and Master 
Jeremy Cotton, derided a dart board would 
be just the thing. Two district nurses from 
Corsham, Wilts, sent a Siamese kitten. And 
for some reason the silliest gifts were sent 
by people with silly names. Mrs H G Crank 
gave them a waste-paper basket, Mrs Bapsy 
Parvy sent a two-handled soup tureen, 
while a “hurricane pipe", so useful in the 
tropical climes of Buckingham Palace, was 
the choice of Mr N Y Nutt But you can 
imagine the Duke of Edinburgh having more 
fun with any of the above than writing a 
thank-you letter beginning, “Dear Mrs 
Kownaka and Mrs Bialous, Thank you for 
the two dolls dressed to resemble myself and 

Princess Elizabeth ..." 

* 

Thirty-three years after his death, Brendan 
Behan is making waves again this weekend. 
The.new Taoiseach, Bertie Aherne, will be 
at the launch in Dublin tonight of a bit^ra- 
‘phy(4^fe latepfeywi%ht and cel&jiity drunk- 
ard. Michael O’Sullivan’s book Brendan 
Behan: A Life claims, inter alia , that he fa- 
thered two hitherto unknown children, one 
allegedly on an ex-mistress of Ernest Hem- 
ingway in the early 1960s. (The existence of 
a Behan-Hemingway connection somewhere 
is enough to bring a sparkle to the eyes of 
the world’s barmen.) At the same moment, 
it seems, Behan was also in the throes of a 
homosexual affair, if you believe the reve- 
lations by one Peter Arthurs, a former 
sailor and boxer, who wrote about his man- 
ly couplings with Behan in 1981, but has nev- 
er had his confessions published on this side 
of the Atlantic. Things will come to a head 
on Saturday, when the biographer, the for- 
mer rent boy and three of Behan’s family - 
brothers Brian and Seamus, and sister 
Carmel - meet on the Pat Kenny chat show. 

Brian Behan is a staunch fan of his leg- 
endary brother (he’s got a one-man show 
called Behan Ain ’t Misbehavin ’ at KQbum’s 
Th cycle Theatre this weekend) but has 
simply divergent views about the great man's 
sexual orientation. “My brother had a 
strained foreskin," he reports, “and had to 
have an operation in America. And after it, 
in my view, he was quite unequipped for sex. 
So 1 don’t believe any of it." And before 
America? “Brendan tSd say once,” confesses 
Behan minimus, “that if it was a choice be- 
tween Michelangelo’s David and Whistler's 
Mother - well there’d be no contest ..." 
Golly. Behan gay, straight and impotent. 

Where can 1 get a video? 


The ghost of real politics stalk a 

silent, disregarded palace 





ANDREW 

MARR 

WESTMINSTER 

SLUMBERS 


I’ve always been enjoyably 
haunted by that scene in Dr 
Zhivago where they scramble 
back into the shuttered, de- 
serted and winter-bound coun- 
try house, marooned and 
ghostly. Once, chasing a story, 
I came across, without intend- 
ing to, a boarding school I 
attended in a similar state - 
shuttered windows, well- 
remembered classrooms slimy 
with mould, the drive vanished 
under moss, dripping silence 
everywhere. 

And now. again, this week, 
a third echo of loss and aban- 
donment; though the archi- 
tecture is in rather better 
repair. Long, empty, corridors; 
silent, darkened rooms; cav- 
ernous, ill-lit hallways, where 
once there was laughter, argu- 
ment and noise. Muffled and 
ghostly voices from a chamb er. 
A pervasive sense of decrepi- 
tude, defeat and memorial 
slumber. 

None of which may be of 
much consequence, except that 
I was in the House of Com- 
mons. Wander around the 
Mother of Parliaments any 
evening and you would con- 
clude that the place has been 
shut down; that it’s an institu- 
tional husk, a museum. The lob- 
bies, bars and corridors which, 
in the 1980s, were crammed 
with plotting Members, hacks 
v • • and hangejsKMa^secmaleiit'aiKl 
• mournful. Officials can be 
found in odd comers, mur- 
muring about the old days, like 
abandoned retainers. In the 
Commons chamber itself a few 
MPs can be found too, 
mouthing mostly to themselves, 
MissHavfebam-like. Awreck of 
a place, I assure you. 

This is, granted, an evening 
scene. The Commons is busier 
earlier in the day and shouldn't, 
in any case, continue the 
ridiculously late night sittings 
which were once the norm. 
But the depopulation of the 
palace by early evening is elo- 
quent of a bigger truth, which 
is that our Parliament is bare- 
ly surviving Tbny Blair’s ma- 
jority of 179. 

Once, in pretty recent mem- 
ory, there was a Chamber, if not 
of Horrors, then at least of big 
and active beasts. There was 
Michael Foot, squinting and 
poised; Enoch Powell, grimly 
free of illusions and comforts; 
Denis Healey, Margaret 
Thatcher; Callaghan; Benn; 
Heseltine with hunger in his eye. 

They were the last genera- 
tion of post-war ideological 
politicians and the left-right di- 
vide sliced down the middle of 
the Commons. A real struggle 
was taking place about the or- 







ganisation of society, which 
had real consequences out- 
side. It was a global argument; 
and they were the British play- 
ers; and it mattered. Neil Kin- 
nock’s white-faced anger about 
Nigel Lawson or Thatcher was 
unaffected. The Tbiy celebra- 
tions during those Budgets that 
ratcheted socialism away were 
authentically triumphal 

Not only was there a grand 
moral plot, there was, for much 
of the time; a certain degree of 
'dayto-dayumceitaiaty and sus- 
pense built into it - cabinet- 
splitting arguments, sudden 
resignations, “wjffl they survive 
this one?" cl rffhanger votes -aD 
the blood and screaming of a 
good okLfasliioned melodrama. 
There were big characters, big 
themes and fast, racy chapters. 
There was, in short, a story. 

Now, with the abolition of 
ideology, we have caring Tories 
and fiercely pro-business New 
Labourites. The line down the 
chamber has wavered and been 
partly rubbed out The Gov- 
ernment is inclusive. The Op- 
position is barely articulate, 
still winded, sitting on its bot- 
tom and rubbing its eyes. 
William Hague declares that 
the Conservative Party is back 
in the fight. But it doesn’t so 
far, agree. 

1 am not suggesting that the 
Commons was simply switched 
off on 2 May 1997. There are 
trends here which have been 
discussed for years. Hiere is the 
rise of the TV studio as a more 
ultimate and easily-con trolled 
alternative to the Chamber - 
witness the Prime Minister's 
apology over the Ecclestone af- 
fair, which was welcome, but 
might have been even more so 
had it been made mid-week to 
Parliament and not on a 


Barbie: from career woman to bimbo in a generation 


LOUISE 
'• LEVENE 

SEX AND THE 

SINGLE TOY 

November would not be com- 
plete without a season J? 
break of toy Stories. Just in 
it looked as if this 
rosette would S° to tie .1' 

SonofferaUlOO^ 

in the small ads .. 

teU weighs in with the c*k«a 
K»y Barbie shocker. Th®^ 

- . it r sthetdl : i>e»r ; sfflaUer-b« 3 st 

ed, thicker-waisted do ^ 

be launched next y® 8 *’ . - 
implication is that the muU> 
Sraltoy giant is domg lts ^" 
U for feminism tty du T^’ ] *f Bar _ 
- impossibly pneumatic oM 
_•••■ bieinfawurofa. newoBe 


read the small print and it 
transpires that this is merely a 
cynical bit of niche marketing 
aimed at collectors, completists 
and that lunatic fringe of par- 
ents who won’t give the little 
bottle-blonde tart houseroom. 
In {act the bulk of the trade will 
involve the old-style, waspy- 
waisted nymphette and most 
outfits wQl continue to be tai- 
lored to her fantastical pro- 
portions. Imagine the scenes of 
humiliation in the dolls’ chang- 
ing room as New Barbie dis- 
covers that she. can’t get the 

shocking pink Capri pants over 

her sadly realistic buttocks. 
Does my bum look big in this? 

But nine-inch dolls are only 
part of the picture. Although 
she doesn’t actually appear on 

ofep packets. Barbie could cer- 
tainty teach Simon Fuller a 
thing or two about merchan- 
dising. Barbie’s empire includes 
wallpaper, pyjamas, duvet cov- 
ers, condoms (only Adding)- 
Barbie's long-standing global 


success may be responsible for 

the fact that children’s toys 
are more gender-specific than 
they were 40 years ago. 

If you were packed off today 
to Woolworths to buy a toy for 
a six-year-old whose sex you 
didn’t know, yon might find that 
the only thing suitable was a bag 
of sweets. The sexual stereo- 
typing of toys is now so uni- 
versal that you can no longer 
buy a simple jigsaw puzzle: it 
has to be a Barbie puzzle or a 
Batman puzzle. The manufac- 
turers’ ruthless geDderfication 
of toy production has been al- 
lowed to proceed unChedted by 
feminism or common sense 
until we have reached a stage 
where everything from a pen- 
cil case to a tricyde is indelibly 
marked with the sex for which 
it was designed. 

We may believe that all this 

was true only in the bad ddpast 

when the pink-or-Mue para- 
phernalia of childhood was 
largely responsible for old-style 



'Busy GaT Barbie in i960, 
and today’s Dream Slag 


sexual conditioning: Janet 
helped mother in the kitchen, 
John helped daddy wash the car. 
But in feet the polarisation of 
child’s play was not as extreme 
as it is today. Boys might have 
had their train set and girls 
played with dolls that peed 
everywhere, but at least they 
shared the same rollerskates. 


The Sixties and Seventies 
saw an increased interest in the 
crating modem idea of unisex 
playthings, but the trend didn't 
take over. Rather, beys’ tttys have 
progressed from cowboy outfits 
to combat fatigues and laser- 
- sighted rifles, and Barbie has slid 
down the slippery primrose path 

into the dolly equivalent of white 
slavery. Once a pretty brunette 
who enjoyed a lively, self-suffi- 
cient existence with snappy, 
street-smart outfits and a M 
diary. Barbie has degenerated 
into a materialistic trollope 
whose dothes and accessories 
makes Barbara Cartland look 
like Jean Muir at a funeral. 

The Baibie people always in- 
sist that her career is terribly im- 
portant to her in an "I want to 
travel and meet people" sort of 
way but the wardrobe tells an- 
other stay. The “career gnT has 
gone forever; instead Nineties 
Barbie is a kept woman with no 
shame and no taste. Run your 
eye down the Barbie wish-list 






Sunday to John Humphry®. 

There’S the disappearance of 
gallery reporting in newspapers, 
which journalists tend to regard 
as a reaction to Parliamentary 
decline, and MPs see as a 
prime cause of it There’s the 
tight grip over New Labour dis- 
sent by the whips, no different 
in essence from whipping by 
previous governments, but 
more controlled, with radio- 
pagers, days off and so on. . 

But, ultimately. Parliament 
'seems so chifljiistriowfrecause 
of the lack of tension — that 
damned great majority - the 
Jack of surprise, and the fact 
that the Government likes it 
that way. This is an adminis- 
tration of sleeve-rolled doers, 
impatient to get moving in 
Whitehall and less sentimental 
about Parliamentary tradition. 
Labour ministers, who spent 
years watching the antics in the 
Chamber with impotent irrita- 
tion, have no time to mourn its 
passing now. 

Yet without an active, chal- 
lenging and unpredictable Par- 
liament, any government is 
bound to get too easy a ride. 
There won’t be the stomach- 
knot of tension in minis ter 
waiting to be challenged; so 
they will become slacker or 
more arrogant than they would 
have been. Many backbenchers, 
foiling to make a difference, wffl 
become discouraged and give 1 
up. Ill-considered bills will slip 
through, though admittedly | 
they always have so slipped. ; 

At this point in the argument 
there are a couple of “govern- j 
mentby Prime Ministerial die- I 
talorship - threat to democracy ■ 
- Lord Haflsham vindicated” 
paragraphs that any adequate- J 
ly-trained columnist inserts j 
pretty automatically. But I am 


and ask yonrself what self- 
respecting female ever paid 
good money for a shocking pink 
horse box? The faithfdl Ken is 
just a blind: Mattel should re- 
alty team up with FteterStringfel- 
low and launch a sugar daddy. 

Do toys matter? Surety ifs 
a fine and necessary thing that 
girls and boys should be dif- 
ferent? Maybe, but not if we 
push them both to ugty ex- 
tremes of brutality and air- 
beadedness. There is more to 
role-playing games than de- 
ciding which sarong to wear in 
the speedboat. Itoo genera- 
tions into the sexual revolution 
and grown women are still 
rea ding ma gazin es that p mmkp 
to make them slimmer, pretti- 
er, sexier, Barbier. It all has to 
start somewhere. The bimbifi- 
cation of Barbie has seen her 
degenerate from the Busy Girl 
of 1960 to the Rainbow Dream 
Slags of 1997 that line the 
shelves this Christinas: this is 
more than just a toy story. 


enough of a chirpy optimist to 
think politics, with all its drama 
and tension, will reassert itself. 
Loyal Blairy backbenchers will 
become bored and unpre- 
dictable. Personality and poli- 
cy clashes will create their own 
theatricals in due course. 

More important, though, 
we are probably ® a period of 
political transition, from the 
politics of lefl-right to the pol- 
itics of Europer national Mr 
Hague has been given a thor- 
ough 'lacking,' notleast by this 
newspaper, for embracing anti- 
EU politics and therefore- un- 
less monetary union quickly 
collapses - consigning himself 
to certain defeat. Tm still con- 
vinced that, with business back- 
ing, there will be a pro-EMU 
majority by the time it matters 
and the nationalist crusade is 
romantic. 

But in a short-term way, 
Hague may be right, in that he 
wfll unite a considerable section 
of the country behind him and 
achieve exactly the definition 


that the Tories have lacked 
during the early phase of 
Blairism. He might lose the next 
election by less than otherwise. 

And - here’s the crux of it 
- in doing so, he will be re- 
painting that line down the 
centre of the chamber, driving 
Tory Europeanists towards 
Labour and the liberal De- 
mocrats, but tugging at the 
loyalties of leftish anti-feder- 
alists. A remaking of party pol- 
itics, and the return of a Great 
Argument to Westminster is not 
only possible but even likely tty 
the year 2000. 

Tbry sceptics are certainly 
right to point out that devolu- 
tion and monetary union are 
likely to undermine the im- 
portance of Westminster fur- 
ther- though there is a huge job 
remaining for a reformed 
House of Commons. But it is 
a rich, choice and resonant 
irony that the place wiE come 
alive again only once the debate 
is joined on the policies which 
could silence it for good- 


Bulgaria in Crisis 

Appeal to InrhpcmKiii KcoiIua 

W W ;: ” 


LEFT TO FREEZE 

Yordoo, Hi already 
malnourished could die 
from cold and hunger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches him now. Wish 
temperatures 
plummeting to -I5"C 
Yardan J scant clothing 
and no shoes offer tow 
linle protection from the 
bitter cold and there is 
no money to heat his 
orphanage. Hiere are 
37,000 /daces in 
Bulgaria's orphanages. 


I No Money To Feed The Children 
J No Money To Heat The Orphanages 

I Bulgaria is a country in die midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 

I suffer terribly this winter. 

There is tittle money to heat the orphanages. 

I Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
villages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 

I from. In some areas children, like Yordan, are going hungry 
and the cold could prove fatal for many children this winter. 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria’s 

I orphanage children. 

The Bnropean Children's Trust, sister charity of The 

I Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency 
food packs, clothes and foci to the orphanages in most need. 
■ Your gift today will save lives and bring hope. 





send I in (e'er yon can to help children 
survive the winter or cull 01273 290300 NOW 


The European Urildreng Trust. Or debit my Access/Visa/C AF card 

00 ■ Earn 7 date 

Signature .jale 


Poet code 

Telephone do- 

Return to: Tinyi Bum. .jatu Emogncy 
AppeaL The European Orik • n's Trust, FREEPOST 
KE83 59,64c Queen Street. ijtr UON.EC4B 4AR or call 
01273 299399 NOW. Registered Charity No. 1048737 


n* 

E urope an 
Children '« 
Irw 


Please set NOW - winter is comins 




KEITH DQBNEY 
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Saul Chaplin 


Saul Kaplan (Saul Chaplin}, 
composer, arranger and 
producer: born New York 19 
February 1912; married Ethel . 
Schwartz (one daughter; 
marriage dissolved 1949), 

1968 Betty Levin; died Los 
Angeles 15 November 1997. 


Though Saul Chaplin was a no- 
table composer and Him pro- 
ducer, it was his work as an 
arranger and music supervisor 
that made him a key figure of 
the Hollywood musical. “He’s 
one of those fellows behind the 
scenes that has made so many 
fine musicals work,” said Gene 
Kelly. Among the films Chap- 
lin scored were three for which 
he won the Academy Award: 
An American in Paris (1951), 
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers 
(1954) and West Side Story 
(1961). He did the vocal 
arrangements for Ai Jolson in 
The Jolson Story (1946), Judy 
Garland in Summer Stock 
(1950) - including her famous 
rendition of “Get Happy” - and 

Crosby and Sinatra in High 
Society (1956). His own com- 
positions include the standards 
“Until the Real Thing Comes 
Along”, “Please Be Kind" and 
the song which first brought 
fame to the Andrews Sisters, 
"Bei Mir Bist Du Schon”. 

Bom Saul Kaplan in Brook- 
lyn, New York in 1912, he was 
educated at the NYU School of 
Commerce, but after gradua- 
tion became pianst with a Dix- 
ieland dance band, the Pals of 
Harmony. In the mid-Thirties 
he co-led a band with Sammy 
Cahn, and in 1935 the pair col- 
laborated on their first song hit, 
“Rhythm is Our Business", 
written as a theme song for the 
Jimmy Lunceford band. The 
pair were in demand as special 



Chaplin (left), Adolph Green (centre) and Gene Kelly on the set of An American In Paris, 1951 Photograph: Kobal 


Cover Girl (1944), starring 
Rita Hayworth and Gene KeDy 
(wbo was to become a Kfetoog 
friend) was Oapfin’s fir^ major 


the arrangement of the ode- 
brated ‘Alter Ego” dance. Jty the 
enoanouslysucoes^ul TheJoison 
Stay , Chaplin not only provid- 

. ■ i_ z L.J 


The producer felt that Larry Paries, 
as JoBe, needed something to stag at 
his parents’ annirereaiy party. JoEe 

said he knew a tune that would fit - 

an old Russian waltz 

written by J. IvaoovicL He hummed 
it and it sounded great, sol knocked 
on same lyrics In about 45 minutes. 
As “The Anniversary Song" , it was 

supposed to be a little throwaway 

fhfng r but it sold over a million 
records and has become a standard! 

■ In 1949, when MGM were 

in needof a vocal arranger for 
On The Town, Gene Kelly sug- 
gested ChapBn, wbo was signed 

to a contract and stayed at the 
studio for nine years. Most of 
Leonard Bernstein’s music for 
the stage version of On The 
Town was jettisoned for the film 
and Bernstein, worried about 
bow the remaining music would 
be used, sent a wire to MGM, 
part of which read, “Only Saul 
Chaplin is authorised to adapt 
the music I wrote for the stage 
version of On The Town 7 ’. 


material writers for vaudeville 
and night-dub acts and had fur- 
ther .Hit Parade songs with 
“Shoe Shine Boy” (introduced 
by Louis Armstrong in the 
Cotton Club Revue) and “Un- 
til the Real Thing Comes 
Along" (both 1936), u Bei Mir 
Bist Du Schon* (1937, its 
melody based on a Yiddish 
popular song by Sholozn Se- 
conds) and “Please Be Kind” 
(1938, written for a Vitaphone 
short and banned by NBC ra- 


dio because of the line, “This 
is my first affair. . .”). 

fit 1939, encouraged to move 
to Hollywood, the team wrote 
both the script and songs for a 
Republic “B” movie, Rookies on 
Parade , then were signe d as 
song-writers by Columbia, con- 
tributing to such low-budget 
fare as TUro Latins from Man- 
hattan, Two Blondes and a Red- 
head and The Redhead from 
Manhattan. Thro years later they 
split up, Cahn forming a song- 


writing partnership with Jule 
Styne and Chaplin becoming a 
composer-arranger at Columbia 
Studios, working on several of 
their perky “B” musicals starring 
Ann Miller. 

Chaplin maintained fond 
memories of those days. “For 
heaven’s sake, don't leave out 
Ann Miller," he told the histo- 
rian MaxWilk, “That’s ray real 
distinction -I have done more 
films with Arm MDler than 
anyone alive. My life from 1940 


to 1959 was Ann Miller, be- 
cause when she moved to 
MGM, I did too!” Chaplin's 
Miller musicals at Columbia in- 
cluded Time Out for Rhythm 
(1941), What’s Buzzm 7 Cousin 
(1943), Carolina Blues (1944) 
and Eadie Was a Lady (1945) 
and, though minor, they were 
distinguished by Miller's daz- 
zling tap danring and the Skil- 
ful orchestrations, such as the 
sensually pulsating “Ihke a 
Chance" in Hey Rookie (1944). 


was divorced from his first wife 
Ethel Schwartz (their daughter 
Judy is the wife of Broadway 
producer Harold Prince), and 
in 1968 be married Betty Levin. 

In 1951 he won his first Os- 
car for his work with Johnny 
Green on An American in Paris 
for which he adapted and 
arranged the climactic ballet se- 
quence: - - - 

There was a discussion about 
whether to do a IT-minute ballet, and 
I remember w fa ai finally sewed ilvp. 
There was a picture called The Red 
Shoes that had a 17-nrimne baBet and 


font was doing very wefl- Thatset- 

ttediL As long as they could do it, 

we certainly could do it, only do it 
better. 

George Gershwin’s brother 
Ira considered Chaplin’s adap- 
tation of Gershwin’s suite 
“overblown”, but even he ad- 
mitted the sequence was “beau- 
tiful and fascinating”. 

When a duet was neededfor 
Debbie Reynolds and Carieton 
Carpenter to perforin in Two 
Weeks Wish Love (1950), Chap- 
lin remembered a vaudeville 
num ber from his youth and 
ynaife an arrangement for them 
of “Aba Daba Honeymoon" 
became the hit of the film. 
For Summer Stock (1950), he 

composed the ballad “You Wjd- 
derful You”, and when a num- 
ber was needed for six dancers 
in Kiss Me Kate (1953, with 
Ann Miner), he suggested a song 
that had been cut from anoth- 
er COle Porter musical, “From 
This Moment On”. Seven Bides 
for Seven Brothers brought 
Hiitplm his second Oscar. For 
Hi&i Society, “I unearthed one 
of Cole Batter’s old songs. ‘RfeU, 
Did You EvahT, and Cole wrote 
a new set of lyrics for Crosby and 
Sinatra, though rmproud to say 
I bad a word or two m there, with 
his approval”. 

He was promoted to Asso- 
ciate Producer on Les Giris 
(1957), on which he helped the 
wiling Cole Porter put together 
a coherent score, followed by 
Merry. Andrew (1958) and Can- 
Can (1960). I first met Chaplin 
in 1963 when be was in England 
to work with Judy Garland on 
I Could Go On Singing, and 
found a genial and generous 
gentleman whose personality 
belied the toughness he must 
have had to deal with studio 
temperaments. I mentioned to 
him how much 1 admired his 


arran gem ents for the 1951 re- 
make a£ Roberta, tMedl^ To 
LookAt, in particular his ballet 
arrangement of Jerome Kern’s 
“Yesterdays". A few weeks lat- 
er I received acetate copies of 
the s tud?° pre-recordings from 
Chaplin^ own collection. 

I met him again four years 
later on the set on his produc- 
tion Star 3 ., where we watched ia 
admiration asJuKe Andrews ex- 
ecuted in one take a formida- 
bly complicated routine to 
“Burlington Bertie" Strife An- 
drews and Judy Gariandaretfrc 
most totally professiona] stars 
1 have ever worked with,” Sard 
said. “They both, pick up a 
melody or routine immediate- 
ly with a facility that amazes." 

After Ins departure from 
MGM, Chaplin had two of hfr 
greatest successes yrilhWest 
Side Story (1961), and The 
Sound of Music (1965). Hijj 
spent two years on the pro- 
duction of That’s Entertain- 
ment Part 2 (1976), a sequel fo 
the successful compilation of 
m usical extracts, this one fea- 
turing KeUy and Astaire danc- 
ing together in new linking 
sequences. Afterwards Saul 
Chaplin said the most frequent 
question asked in letters was, 
“Why don’t they make pic- 
tures like that anymore?", to 
which he would answer, “Cost". 
He ended his autobiography. 
The Golden Age of Movie Mu- 
sicals and Me (1994), on a 
hopeful note: 

I hope that the next phase in the de- 
velopment of movie musicals wffi 
combine what was outstanding about 
the earlier films with the best features 
of today’s, including the starting new 
audio and visual technologies that are 
constantly being developed- Musicals 
wiD then regain their rightful glory. 
In the meantime, there is an enor- 
mous audience out there waiting. 

- Tom VaSance 
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Camilla Cederna 


Camilla Cederna, journalist: 
bom Milan 21 January 1911; 
died Mflan 9 November 1997. 


The journalist Camilla Ceder- 
na was a high-society rebel. 
Bom into a well-heeled Mi- 
lanese family in 1911, she made 
her name writing a barbed gos- 
sip column in a weekly news 
magazine. It was only gradual- 
ly that indulgent irony gave way 
to well-informed indignation. 
She is best remembered for her 
1978 book Gunxmni Leone - an 
expose of the Christian De- 
mocrat president's alleged in- 


volvement in the Lockheed 
scandal, which forced his res- 
ignation in June 1978. Imagine 
Bob Woodward and Carl Bern- 
stein writing for Tatler. and 
you come dose to her inim- 
itable approach. 

The daughter of a textile 
baron, she grew up coddled by 
the securities of Milan’s aha 
borghesia: first nights at La 
Scala, tea and panettone at 
Cova in Via Montenapoleone, 
summers in a family house in the 
VaLteUina(in her autobiography 
of 1980, II mando di Camilla she 
recalls “the sound of the rain on 
a huge beech tree outside the 


window”). Her undergraduate 
thesis was symptomatic a study 
of “Female luxury from the mi- 
nor Greek philosophers to foe 
early Church Ehtheis” In 1943, 
when Italy was on foe brink of 
civil war, she wrote one of her 
first articles- a tongue-in-cheek 
piece on “Fascist Fashion” - 
which earned her a brief spell in 
prison for having “poked fun at 
foe mothers of martyrs". 

After the war, she joined the 
newly founded news weekly 
L'Eurapeo. In 1956 she moved 
over to Eugenio ScalfarTsmore 
politically committed L ‘Espres- 
so, where she was to stay for 25 


years. Here she wrote a weekly 
column, u Jl lato debole ” (“The 
'Weak Side”), in which she reg- 
istered foe tics and frivolities of 
her fellow Milanese borghesi. , 
In foe late Sixties, as Italy’s 
gilded youth was discovering 
foe joys of student rebellion, 
Cederna - by now almost 60 
herself- discovered a latent vo- 
cation for investigative jour- 
nalism. Indeed, many would 
say that she single-handedly 
dragged the investigative genre 
into the play-safe world of Ital- 
ian journalism. Her first cam- 
paign - winch in 1971 became 
a book -aimed to shed light on 


the death of the Milanese an- 
archist Giuseppe Pinelli, wbo 
“fell from a window” erf foe 
city’s police HQ while being 
questioned about the Piazza 
Fontana bombing. (The Nobel 
laureate Dario Fo would later 
draw on the “accident” and foe 
subsequent cover-up in his play 
Accidental Death of an Anar- 
chist). When foe Milanese po- 
lice chief Luigi Calabresi was 
later shot by left-wing terrorists, 
Cederna was given a police es- 
cort for several months. 

Later exposes pointed foe 
finger at foe way Italy's securi- 
ty forces were using foe threat 


of terrorism to infringe dvil lib- 
erties; but most explosive of all 
was her 1978 denunciation of 
foe rise to power and financial 
speculations of foe country’s 
then president, Giovanni 
Leone, in a book which sold 
800,000 copies - a record for a 
political title. Leone was forced 
to resign, but he later sued Ced- 
erna and her publisher, Inge 
Fekrinelli, and won huge dam- 
ages. In order to pay, she had 
to sell foe family jewels. 

During foe hearings, the 
prosecution lawyer marvelled 
that “she still dares to wear 
jeans at her age” By this time. 


Cederna was persona non gra- 
ta at many Milanese dinner par- 
ties - but Federico Fellini and 
other dose friends stood by her. 

Camilla Cederna was amply 
vindicated when the Tangen- 
topoli bribery scandal broke in 
1992, revealing foe corruption 
that lay just beneath foe for- 
coated facade of her beloved, 
berated native city. Never one 
to turn the other cheek, she said 
in a recent interview: “You can’t 
imagine how smug I’ve been 
feeling recently, as I watch the 
downfall of people I’ve been 
alone in denouncing for years”. 

— lee Marshall 



Cederna: vindicated 



Eddie Arcaro 


* 






George Edward Arcaro, 
jockey: bom Cincinnati, Ohio 
19 February 1916; twice 
married (one son, one 
daughter); died Miami, 
Florida 14 November 1997. 


Riding for 31 seasons ( 1931-61), 
when horse-racing in America 
was at the height of its popu- 
larity, foe jockey Eddie Arcaro 
stood out as the sport’s most fa- 
mous and popular participant. 


Known as “The Master" for his 
riding ability, Arcaro was as 
tough as they come in a day 
when foe sport void of today’s 
technological advances, was 
most unforgiving. At the time 
of his death, he still held the 
record for career earnings (of 
$30m) and was second only to 
Johnny Longden in the number 
of his victories. 

Arcaro was a record-setter. 
He is the only American rider 
to have riden two winners of foe 


Triple Crown - foe Kentucky 
Derby, Preakness Stakes and 
Belmont Stakes - Whirlaway 
(1941) and Citation (1948). 
His five Kentucky Derby vic- 
tories have been matched only 
by Bill Hartack. He also rode 
a record six Preakness winners 
and a co-record five runnings 
of foe Belmont Stakes. 

A powerful rider, he was 
fearless as well and would not 
hesitate to put his rivals in a 
tight spot. He was ruled off foe 


racecourse for a year for near- 
ly putting another rider, Vin- 
cent Nodarse, over foe rail, in 
a race in New York in 1942. 
Asked by foe stewards about 
foe incident, Arcaro replied: 
“Are you blind? I was trying to 
kill foe Cuban son of a bitch.” 

Only at foe request of foe 
powerful owner of Green tree 
Stables, Mrs Harry Payne Whit- 
ney, was be allowed to ride 
again. Mis Whitney, very ill at 
foe time, wrote to foe US Jock- 


ey Club chairman William 
Woodward and told him she 
wanted to see Arcaro ride again 
in her colours before her death. 
It was a request that Woodward, 
a member of America s social 
6Lhe along with Mrs Whitney, 
could not deny. 

Arcaro was born in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, in 1916, the sou of 
an Italian immigr ant cab driver. 
His father eventually became a 
bookmaker, which gave Arcaro 
his first introduction to horse- 


raring. 'Hie family moved when 
he was 11 to northern Kentucky, 
near the old Lalonia race-track, 
and soon young Eddie was 
knocking on racing’s door. 

He was a stablehand before 
being hired as an apprentice 
rider by foe trainer Odie del- 
land, developer of many suc- 
cessful jockeys. He then joined 
foe trainer Alvin Bookers sta- 
ble and went to Ohio where be 
began his riding career in 1931. 
His first victory was recorded 


at Agua Caliente race-track in 
Mexico on 14 January 1932. His 
victory total would eventually 
reach 4,779. 

These were the days when 
trainers virtually owned riders, 
and while Arcaro’s contract 
remained with Booker, his ca- 
reer was going nowhere. But 
another trainer, Clarence Davi- 
son, saw great potential in him 
and afer buying his contract, 
took him to Chicago, where he 
immediately doubled his win to- 


tal the following season, in 
1933. The Calumet Finn stable 
bought Arcaro’s contract a year 
later for $6,000 and his future 
was assured. 

When he retired, Eddie Ar- 
caro spent most of his time play- 
ing golf, perhaps his- greatest 
love. He also worked for a time 
as part of a presenting crew for 
ABC television, and was always 
a great representative to the 
general public for the sport 
— Dan Farley 




BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 


BIRD: Wilfred John, passed away, 16 
November 1997, after a major oper- 
ation, aged 72 years. Irving husband 
of SBvey, beloved father of Peter, fa- 
ther-in-law of Charlotte, grandfather 
of Philip and Henry, aso brother of 
Doreen. Funeral service, Wednesday 
26 November 1997. 11am, at St 
Chad’s Church, Rubery. followed 

by cremation at Redditch Crema- 
toirum, 12 noon. Runihr flowers 

oob, please, donations if desired for 

the British Heart Foundation, 
through the family. Sflvey and fam- 
ily would rise like to (hank staff at 
SeUy Oak Hospital LtU. and Ac 
Q.E Hospital Renal Unit 
TDGURh David Megunri. London- 

based choreographer, died peacefully 

at his Toronto hanreSattmiay 15 No- 
vember 1997, After a courageous 
battle with cancer. Beloved brother 
to Samuel, Exsoko, MakOcc* and hus- 


band Roy, James and wife Elsie, 
Grace and husband Edward, Allan 
and •wife Emflie, ami Mila. David wa s 
much loved by his 16 nephews and 
nieces. Many thanks to his friends and 
colleagues for their love and support 
If deseed, a memorial donation can 
be sent to the National Youth 
Theatre. 443-445 Holloway Road, 
London N7 6LW, to create a chore- 
ography bursary in David’s name. 
VULLlAMY: David fD-MJL), of ^e. 
Suffolk. Husband of Lisel, died 
peacefully on 17 November 1997, 
aged 86 years, aftera short fitness. R»- 
netal service on Wednesday 26 No- 
vember at 2pm at Eye Parish Church, 
followed by buriaL No flowen please, 
but donations if wished to Uiucet do 
Racfctmms Funeral Service. Stanley 
Road, Diss, Norfolk 

AimouKementx for Gazette BOOHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS should bo 
sent In writing to the Gazette Editor, 
The In dependent. I Canada Square. 
Canary Wharf, London EM 5DL,tete- 
phoned to 0171-293 2012 or fixed to 
0(71-293 2010, and are charged at 
UJSQ a Hn* {VAT can). OTHER 
Gazette annomcemeno mua bo «*- 
mitted M writing (or trad) and am 
charged at £10 a Una, VAT extra. 
T!liydl||llllb»ltUlllip«lll«lly»te 
time tefepb®** numbae. 


myalengagements 

rhe Queen and The DtrireofEdSn- .^^msrv of the Queen and 

w^toBMikiht^Grfdenyfafa tagAh- c r r.fi .4* 11^ attends a Thanto- 

eo 9 a private dance at Windsw Casffe- Changing of the Guard 

Rmi Prince of Wiles hosts a lunch a t the Qwaliy Mounted RegS* 

loyal Naval College, Gnrenwpcfc far ^ ^ yfc Guard at 


Birthdays 

Mr Michael Alexander, explorer 
and writer, 77; Lord Archer of 
Sandwell QC, former MP, 71; The 
Hon Hugh Aster, former deputy 
chairman of the Tones, 77; Mr Pe- 
ter Badge, OriefMetropaffiafl Mag- 
istrate, 66; Mr Alistair Cooke, 
journalist and broadcaster, 89; Sir 
Alan Gooc&son, framer diplomat, 71; 
Miss Nadine Gordimer, novelist 
and Nobel prizewinner. 74; Miss Did- 
de Gray, actress and writer, 77; Mr 
Aubrey Jones, former government 
minister, 86; Mr Piara Kbabra MP, 

T1‘ Mr TnHnny t Aarii, f hrmgr table- 

teanis champion. 75; Mr James 
McPherson, solidior, and Lord- 

1 ieotenant Of *■* fli ampmi ’Region, 

70; Sir David Pries, fanner ME 73; 
Mr Arthur Rees, former chief con- 
stable for Denbighshire and 
Staffordshire, ru gby player , and 
riwimmn t aJnhn , fi Staffor d shire. 85. 


Anniversaries 
Births: Thomas Chatteiton, poet, 
175% Sir Samuel Canard, shipown- 
er, 1787; Gene Hemey, actress, 
1920. Deaths Anton Grigpry&heb 
Rubinstein, pianist and composer, 
1894; Lev Nikolayevich, Count Thl- 
stoy, novelist, 1910. On tins day: 
Charles Stewart Roils and Freder- 
ick Hemy Royce combined to form 
the linn of Rolls Royce, 1906; 
Princess ESzabetb married the Duke 

of Edinburgh, 1947. Today is the 
Rast Day of St Beniwaid.St Dasnis, 
St the Martyr, St Felix of 

VUcris^ St Maxenria of Beauvais and 
St Nerses of Sahgerd, 


LAW REPORT: 20 November. 19 97 

Estate agent was not entitled to commission on sale 


An est a t e agent who was 
engaged by a client to act 
with “sole selling rights”, as 
defined In the Estate Agents 
(Provision of In f o rmati on) 
Regulations 1991 made under 
s W of the Estate Agents Act 
1979, was not entitled to 

commission on a sale made 
after the expiry of the 
agreement to a purchaser 
who had been introduced to 
the dient during the period 
of the agreement, if he had 
neither effected the 
introduction nor negotiated 
with the buyer. 

Mchati Harwood t/a RSBS Group v 
Smith & ors Cart of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Hothouse, Lord Justice P0 
an d Lord Justice Mummery) H 
Nowriber 1997 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
foe plaintiff's appeal against a 
finding under Order 14A of the 
Rides of foe Supreme Court 


that he was not entitled to a 
commission payment from the 
defendants. 

The plaintiff, an estate 
agent, had been engaged by the 
defendants to act as their agent 
with sole selling rights for a 
mmfmnm of six months in con- 
nection with foe sale of a res- 
idential nursing home, at a fee 
of three and a half per cent of 
foe agreed selling price of foe 
property. During that time the 
defendants became dissatis- 
fied with foe plaintiff’s services, 
and gave him written notice to 
terminate his agency at the end 
of the six-monfo period. 

Before giving notice to foe 
plaintiff, foe defendants had 
seen a newspaper advertis- 
ment saying that a residential 
nursing home was wanted. 
They had responded to foe ad- 
vertisement, and negotiations 
had ensued between them and 
the advertisers. The plaintiff 


had at no stage been involved 
in those negotiations. 'Rvo days 
after the termination of the 
plaintiff’s agency, the defen- 
dants sold foe property to the 
buyers they had found. 

The plaintiff c ommence d 
proceedings claiming from the 
defendants either a commission 
of three and a half per cent on 
the selling price of the property, 
or alternatively liquidated or 
other damages for alleged 
breach of contract. He applied 
for summary judgment under 
RSC Order 14, and appealed 
to the county court against 
foe refusal of that application. 
It was agreed that foe claim for 
commission depended upon a 
point of law white should be 
decided under Order 14A, and 
foe alternative dam for breach 
of contract was stood over. The 
judge decided foe Order 14A 
question against foe plaintiff. 

Brian Riley (Howe Roche & Waller, 


Stevenage) for the ptamttif; Antonia 
Morris (Olivers Walsh Smith, Brad- 
ford) for the defendants. 

Lord Justice Hobhouse said 
that the point at issne was foe 
construction of the contract be- 
tween the plaintiff and the de- 
fendants. The definition of 
“sole selling rights" in foe con- 
tract was taken from the Estate 
Agents (Provision of Informa- 
tion) Regulations 1991 made 
under section 18 of foe Estate 
Agents Act 1979, and was in the 
following terms: 

You win be liable to pay remuner- 
ation to us, in addition to any oth- 
er axis or charges agreed, in each 
of the following circumstances: (a) 
if oTCTditxmrf contracts for the sale 
.:.-c property are exchanged in the 
pen--*! during which we have sole 
selling rights, even i£ the purchaser 
was not found by us but by anoth- 
er or by any other person In- 

dndln : yotnsel£ (b) if unconditioiia] 
c---tnu-r for the sale of the prop- 
er- v ( achanged after the expiry 


of the period during which we have 
sole selling rights but to a purchas- 
er wbo was Introduced to you dur- 
ing that period or^ with whom we had 
negotiations about the property 
during that period. 

Paragraph (b) appeared to 
cover two alternatives: either 
the individual had been intro- 
duced to the client by foe 
agent, or the individual had 
been introduced to foe client 
by somebody else, but the 
agent had negotiated with him 
on behalf of the client. That was 
the meaning of foe paragraph 
white was arrived at on a con- 
sideration of how a client 
would reasonably understand 
the language used, which was 
the critical consideration. 

The plaintiff's argument 
that foe relevant words in 
pararaph (b) meant “intro- 
duced by anyone” could not, 
accordingly be accepted, .and 
the appeal would be dismissed. 

—Kate OTiankm, Barrister 
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Sealing the deal: (from left) Herb Allison, president of Merrill Lynch, Hugh Stevenson, chairman of Mercury Asset Management, Michael Marks and David Causer 

Merrill snaps up MAM in unexpected £3. 1 bn deal 



The revolution in global financial 
markets took an unexpected step 
yesterday as Merrill Lynch agreed 
a£3.lbn takeover of Britain’s 
biggest fund manager. Mercury 
Asset Management. 

Tom Stevenson, financial editor, 
watched another British 
institution fall into foreign 
ownership. 


Merrill Lynch snapped up Mercury Asset 
• . Management yesterday with a £17 a share 
recommended offer. The surprise deal will 
‘ create the world’s third largest fund man- 
ager, catapulting MAM'S senior fund 
managers, Carol Galley and Stephen 2am- 
merman, to the head of a global investment 
powerhouse. 


MAM, which saw its funds under man- 
agement recently pass the £l00bn mark for 
the first time, will continue trading under 
its current name in the UK. Worldwide, 
Merrill Lynch Mercury will control $450bn 
(£266bn) of funds, putting it behind only 
Fidelity and Axa. 

The deal is a farther How to British own- 
ership of the world’s leading financial or- 
ganisations. The takeover follows the 
acquisition by foreign buyers of Morgan 
Grenfell, SG Warburg, Klein wort Benson 
and Barings. Barclays has just agreed to sell 
its investment banking arm, BZW, to 
Credit Suisse First Boston and NatWest is 
rumoured to be considering a sale of its 
Markets arm to an overseas bank. 

The terms of the deal, which valued 
MAM at 3 percent of Its funds under man- 
agement, took the City by surprise and sent 
shares In other fimd managers soaring yes- 
terday. When NatWest bought Gaitmore 


recently it paid under 2 per cent of assets 
under management and yesterday analysts 
were reassessing the possible value of sim- 
ilar businesses. 

M&G, a fund manager with a big re- 
tail franchise, saw its shares rise 160p to 
1335p> Perpetual jumped 240p to 2475p and 
Schraders, an investment bank with a big 
fund management operation, rose 140p to 
1815p. MAM'S shares closed 380p higher 
at 1675p. 

The £17 a share being paid by Merrill 
Lynch in cash represents a 31 per cent pre- 
mium to MAMTsshare price before the deal 
was announced Reflecting an uncharac- 
teristically poor investment performance re- 
cently, MAM’S shares have underperformed 
the market this year after outperforming 
strongly in the lOyears since it was floated 
off from its parent SG ‘Wfertnng in 1987. 

David Komansky, chairman and chief 
executive of Merrill Lynch, denied yes- 


PI A set to fine 
firm of financial 
advisers £600,000 


STOCK MARKETS 


The Personal Investment 
Authority, the financial 
regulator, is set to 
~ underline its 

determination to resolve 
the pensions m fa-selling 
k? review by levying a 
record fine of around 
£600,000 against a firm 
of financial advisers* But 
as Nic Gcutd , Personal 
Finance Editor, reports, 
the PlA’s stance is under 
attack amid claims that 
the watchdog has 
ducked from taking on 
the big offenders. 

The PIA's disciplinary com- 
mittee is understood to be in the 
final stages of agreeing the de- 
tails of a £600,000 fine against 
financial Options, a network of 
/ independent financial advis- 
ers. An announcement is ex- 
pected in the next few weeks. 

ft is believed £400,000 of that 
fine will relate to failures oo the 
part of the network to meet 
deadlines set in connection 

with the pension mij^lmg 

review. The remaining £200,000 

is thought to be in connection 

’■* with other compliance jaflures, 

identified ir a visit by PIA in- 
speaora to the company s Man- 
chester headquarters mm 
ThMP were ludeea 



DQl lO ^ — . — .. ___ 

inspection earlier this year- 

Aspokeswomanfox the ireg- 

■riatoTyeswnfey 


financial j * _ n . 

Wish to -give credence torn 

“STimy Heath, ex- 
ecutive of the wody 

non, the advisers trade body, 
said: -There is inequity m the 
way this question feeing 
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visers, Brian 
Leith, is the 


UK’s third-largest IFA net- 
work. with more than 600 fi- 
nancial advisers. 

The company offers to sort 
out compliance problems for its 
members in return for a slice of 
their commission income, 
which reached about £15m last 
year. The privately owned com- 
pany's turnover in the first half 
of this year, including other 
business ventures, was £V2J2m- 

The P1A fine will be the fifth 
large penalty arising from the 
pensions review since the sum- 
mer. It follows a £50,000 levy on 
Berkeley, a Coventry-based 
firm of IFAs; £425,000 against 
DBS Financial Management, a 
stock market-quoted network of 
advisers; and £140,000 against 
M&E, another IFA network Tb 

date, the only fine against an in- 
surer is £450,000 against 
Friends Provident last month. 

Action by the regulator 
against those judged to be fail- 
ingin the speed with which the 
pensions review is being carried 
out comes amid mounting crit- 
icism by Helen Liddell, the 
Treasury Minister, of many of 
the bigger insurers' delays in 
compensating victims of the 
pension transfer scandaL 

More than 600,000 policies 
switched from occupational 
schemes to private pensions be- 
tween the late 19S0s and eariy 
1990s have been identified by 
companies as bring in need of 
urgent review. It is believed that 
at least half will require com- 
pensation because the advice to 
opt out of company schemes 
was wrong. Up to 400,000 pe<> 
pie are waiting for compensa- 
tion more than four years after 

the problem was identified 

Mrs Liddell threatened on 
Tuesday to prevent the worst- 
offending pension providers 
from offering stakeholder pen- 
sions and individual sayings 
accounts and to bar individual 
company directors from work- 
ing within the industry. 

The minister hopes to use 
new provisions,’ set to come in 
force next year, whereby the 
PIA will use newly launched in- 
dividual registration 
to weed out errant directors. 


FTSE1D0 



Dow Jones 




» ' " 

’ - 


i r 

_* T — » 

1 

t ■ 

w | 

■Dow Jams Max and F*s*>x 5pm 
Indices 

tafia* Btan 

Ctaaga 

ChMBt<%) S2takUa> 

Kvtta* 

rwfiPU 


4330.10 

-15.30 

-0.32 

5367.30 


Kl 




0.15 


KMtlil 

Htll 

imvmm 


EEl 

-0-22 

2570.50 

1835.70 

3.58 


msmm 

■ta 

-D.22 



336 

iE33F_LgH 




HC.‘ST1HE 


2127.50 

325 


■EEH 

m 

mmm 



1198.70 

3.41 


■ESQ 




UEMM 

865.90 

1-05 

Dow Jones 


mmm 



■**•;**■■ 

1.76 

Nikkei 


egaiM 


iti&sia 

msta 



mum 

mmmitsihm 

3775.38 

3J92 

Dax 


1.35 

■DJivflEi 

4459.09 

Z758.11 

2.00 

INTEREST 

RATES 













Short staffing 



UK 10 yes 

it gift 








A. 



1,1 i * 

It I w 


US tong bond 



*5 pa 


Money Market Rates 


Bond Yields 


UK 

7.68 

1.27 

724 

0J95 

6.61 

-0.88 

653 

-1.17 

US 

5.88 

0.38 

6L00 

021 

S£2 

■034 

6.04 

-0.39 

Jacan 

0.44 

-0.05 

0.53 

-0.11 

1.94 

-0.78 

2J>4 

-0.76 

Germany 

3.75 

057 

4.11 

0.81 

5.52 

-027 

G.15 

■0.59 


main price changes 


Maw ttgM Falls 


PttaW Og’w %Om 


M mntea iB7S.nfl3flfl.00 29-34 tonka Ere 156^0-101.00 -39.22 

mSSGto 1335.00 160.00“ 13152 Saleway m00^400_J624 

PBtnmiaS 2475.00 240.00^1074 WMams 350.3 -39.5 -10,13 

Aied Gadoids 125.00 10.50 9.17 TI Group 470-30 

CURRENCIES 


V£ 


















'“T'T 

II I * 



m 



f 


/ 




JR!? 




** f 



. . * f 

U T W 


Dollar 



M5PH 

fitaDP 

AIR 


atm 

Trugo 

IT rBot 

1.6915 

-0.45C 

1.0776 Storing 

0.5912 

+0.100 

0.5981 

D-Mart 

19317 +0i3pf 

15144 D-Mark 

1.7325 +0.7301 

1.5058 

Vfin 

215.33 

+¥1.84 

187.08 ttn 

127.17 

+¥120. 

111.81 

£ index 

104.0ft 

+020 

92.10 5 Max 

10620 

+060 

96.10 

OTHER INDICATORS. 





cut 

os 


UK ’ 

0« 

HU Up 


•VB 


19.26 IMb Uji GDP ,114.1)0 33)109.7 Jan 

-1-M 37&45 m NW 

ewnM 512 0.01 4.87, BasgR^ Iff JJ» 

source: Bloomberg 


www.bloombergxom 


terday that the takeover, worth 25 times 
MAM's earnings last year, represented a 
classic top-of-bull-market deal. He said 
MAM was an ideal strategic fit for Mer- 
rill, adding that the price reflected the great 
potential of the combined group. 

Fund management is being seen as one 
of the greatest areas of growth in the fi- 
nancial services. Around the world, dereg- 
ulation, demographic trends and the 
withdrawal of governments from welfare 
provision are creating opportunities that 
only large fund managers will be able to 
fully exploit 

The deal will give Merrill a leading po- 
sition in UK fund management and access 
to European and Asian markets. For Mer- 
cury, the takeover opens up the vast US 
market where it has so far had almost no 
presence. 

Hugh Stevenson, chairman of MAM, 
will remain with Merrill Lynch for a year 


to oversee the integration and is then ex- 
pected to bow out. His deputy chairman, 
Mr Zimmerman, and vice chair Ms Gal- 
ley become joint heads of the combined op- 
eration, which will be based in London. 

The operations of Merrill and MAM are 
almost completely complementary and 
Mr Stevenson promised their would be no 
redundancies as a result of the takeover. 
MAM employs 1300 staff in 19 countries, 
almost insignificant compared to Merrill’s 
54,200 employees in 45 countries. 

The only question mark over the deal 
was the likely reaction of MAM’S institu- 
tional clients to its change of ownership. 
Nigel Thylor, a pensions consultant, who 
advises several Mercury clients, said: 
“MAM have been going through a diffi- 
cult period, performance-wise on their pen- 
sion fund assets. This on top is going to 
unnerve people.” 
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Four leave 
after UBS 

suffers big 
trading loss 

The giant Union Bank of Switzerland yes- 
terday disclosed that it had been rocked 
by huge trading losses, possibly running 
into hundreds of millions of pounds, in- 
curred by three derivatives traders in New 
York. The traders have left the bank and 
the affair has also claimed the scalp of 
their boss, Ramy Goldstein, who worked 
at the UBS London office. 

LIBS refused to quantify the size of the 

loss, declined to make any comment on 
whether the losses resulted from fraud- 
ulent trading and would not discuss the 
circumstances surrounding the departure 
of the four employees. Traders at other 
City houses reckoned the losses suffered 
by UBS could top £22 0m. 

The New York-based traders were 
Ronny Apfcl.Neall Thhalmein and Allen 
Burstein. Mr Goldstein was described by 
one trader last night as “an extremely 
sharp guy", and was generally considered 
to be one of the most talented dealers in 
the Cfty. All four worked for UBS’s equity 
derivatives department. 

One trader said: “The view here is that 

they Jthe four traders] were sacked be- 
cause they lost money, not because any- 
thing underhand, such as mispricing, was 
going on." But another said he was 
“very surprised" at Mr Goldstein’s de- 
parture and the manner of the departure 
suggested “something big" had gone on. 

In August, UBS said its first-half fig- 
ures for its equity derivatives department 
were “‘unsatisfactory’’. The bank did not 
detail results for its equity derivatives di- 
vision, but total trading income rose by 
just 1 per cent. One banking observer said 
last night “The first-half results, though 
disappointing, do not seem sufficient to 
warrant Mr Goldstein’s departure." 

Mr Goldstein’s responsibilities will 
transfer to Hans Peter Bauer, global bead 
of fixed income, currencies and deriva- 
tives. The departure of the derivative 
traders is thought by some dealers in the 
City to be part of a big reshuffle. UBS is 
likely to announce details of a wide-rang- 
ing shake-up of management tomorrow. 

- Leo Poterson 


P&O-Stena merger gets green light 


An Anglo-Scandinavian ferry 
giant emerged yesterday as 
Britain’s P&O and Sweden's 
Siena Line were given a condi- 
tional go-ahead for their merg- 
er by competition authorities in 
Westminster and Brussels. 

Both the UK Government 
and the European Commis- 
sion gave the merger the green 
light provided the two compa- 
nies agreed to price capping on 
short Channel routes once duty- 
free sales were abolished in mid- 


1999. The new company, P&O 
Stena Line, will start operations 
eariy in 1998. Margaret Beck- 
ett, President of the Board of 
Trade, said the price cap was 
necessary because the abolition 
of duty-free retailing might 
have led to a “fall-out" among 
ferry operators. 

Despite the seemingly oner- 
ous condition, both companies 
expressed delight with the deal 
They have been waiting to com- 
bine since October 1996 when 


both claimed they needed to cut 
capacity and end the fierce fare 
wars between ferry operators. 

“We will start implementing 
the plan within hours. It’s been 
a long time waiting for H but at 
least it has been worth waiting 
for ” said Lord Sterling, chair- 
man of P&O. 

Stena will take a 40 per cent 
stake in the venture while P&O 
will get the remaining 60 per 
cenL Both will have equal vot- 
ing rights. 


Some 1,000 jobs in the total 
workforce of 5,000 are likely to 
be axed through voluntary re- 
dundancy. The RaiL Maritime 
and Transport workers union, 
which represents most staff, 
gave a cautious welcome to 
the merger. The two companies 
will combine operations across 
the Channel, especially on the 
lucrative Dover-Calais route, 
competing mainly with Euro- 
tunnel. 

- Randeep Ramesh 


Shares in lonica 
crash 40 per cent 


lonica, the fledgling 
telecoms operator which 
entered the market in 
competition with British 
Telecom 18 months ago, 
was facing its first crisis 
last night after its shares 
crashed 40 per cent in a 
day. Michael Harrison 
examines where the 
strategy has gone wrong 
and whether the business 
can get back on trade 


Shares in lonica, which was 
floated on the stock market in 
July at 390p, collapsed by more 
titan £1 yesterday to close at 
1563p, wiping £170m from its 
market value. 

The plunge followed a warn- 
ing from the company that sub- 
scriber growth had come to a 
halt because of computer soft- 
ware problems in its “wireless” 
telephone network. 

Since Ionica’s £640m flota- 
tion four months ago, the val- 
ue of the business has shr unk 
by 60 per cent and the shares 
are now barely trading above 
what analysts estimate to be its 
net asset value. 

The cause of yesterday’s 
dramatic decline was a warning 
from the company that delays 
in the installation of computer 
software into its netwoik of base 
stations meant that Its ability to 
sign up new customers would be 
severely constrained until next 
May.. But analysts were even 



more unnerved by the high 
churn rate of customers quitting 
the netwoik, which operates by 
using fixed radio technology 
rather titan underground cables 
and overhead wires. 

The City also took fright at 
the slowness with which lonica 
is managing to install its nation - 
wide network of 3,500 base 
stations that will eventually 
cover 18 million homes. 

In the past three months cus- 
tomer numbers have grown by 
only 7,000 to just over 31,000 
while coverage has increased to 
1.65 million homes. Operating 
losses rose to £34m. 

lonica yesterday appointed 
a new chief operating officer, 
Mike Biden, and two other se- 
nior executives. Mr Biden was 
formerly in charge of sales 
and marketing for BTs 
residential telephone business. 
But the City remained un- 
impressed. “This is a woeful 
tale of management in- 
adequacy and incompetence, ” 
one analyst said. 
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NOTICE TO NEW LOOK 
CARDHOLDERS 

THE MONTHLY RATES OF INTEREST 
APPLICABLE TO NEW LOOK CARD 
ACCOUNTS OPERATED BY GE CAPITAL 
BANK LIMITED ARE TO BE INCREASED 
AS F0LL0WS:- 

F0R CARDHOLDERS PAYING BY DIRECT 
DEBIT THE MONTHLY RATE WILL BE 2.15% 
(EQUIVALENT TO AN APR OF 29.0 
[VARIABLE]}. FOR CARDHOLDERS PAYING 
BY ANY OTHER MEANS THE MONTHLY 
RATE WILL BE 2.28% (EQUIVALENT TO AN 
APR OF 31.0 [VARIABLE]). 

THE NEW RATES WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE 
ON 1 DECEMBER 1997 AND WILL APPLYT0 
ALL INTEREST BEARING BALANCES 
OUTSTANDING ON AND TO ALL 
TRANSACTIONS DEBITED FROM 
THAT DATE. 

THE FINANCIAL DETAILS IN 
CARDHOLDERS' CREDIT AGREEMENTS ARE 
VARIED TO REFLECT THESE CHANGES IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 
THOSE AGREEMENTS. 

GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED. 
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO. 1456283. 

REGISTERED 0FICE: 

6 AGAR STREET, LONDON WC2N 4HR. 

GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED IS AFFILIATED 
WITH GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY (USA) 
AND NOT CONNECTED WITH THE ENGLISH 
COMPANY OF A SIMILAR NAME 

GBMB39 11/97 
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South Korean minister quits as financial crisis explodes 
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Political heads rolled and 
a battery of measures 
were announced 
yesterday to try and stem 
the financial aids in 
South Korea which is so 
big that it threatens to 
make the economic woes 
of other Asian nations 
look like little more than 
a sideshow. Stephen Vines 
reports from Hong Kong. 


The situation in South Korea is 
now so serious that the gov- 
ernment has abandoned all pre- 
tence that little bits of tinkering 
are sufficient to stop the free- 
fall of the local currency, the 
massive drop in share prices and 
a general attack of jitters about 
the stability of the nation's 
finan cial institutions. 

Yesterday, a day after the 
National Assembly showed itself 
incapable of passing urgently 
required finance reform bills, 
the Finance Minister Kang 
Kyong-shik stepped down to 
Cake blame for the crisis and was 
replaced by Lim Chang-yuel S3, 
a former International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) executive 
director. 

His hand has been strength- 
ened by his additional appoint- 


ment as deputy premier. The 
appointment sent a small breeze 
of optimism through the stodc 
market where the blue chip in-, 
dex, which has been in free-fall 
in recent weeks, managed a 
modest 1.6 per cent rally. 

Mr Lim has wasted no time 
in announcing measures which 
start to address the prob lem s of 
Korea's chaotic, corrupt and 
clearly floundering financial 
system which is attached to one 
of the world's biggest industri- 
al powerhouses but is %hl years 
behind the industrial sector in 
its development. 

According to Mr Tim the 
nation’s banks are saddled with 
non -performing loans totalling 
S2Sibn (£17bn). The outlook for 
recovery is not gaod unless there 
is wholesale restructuring of the 
financial sector and a large mea- 
sure of government assistance. 
For a start Mr Lim announced 
a trebling of tire size of the 
governments bail out fund for 
financial institutions to SlQtm. 

Meanwhile, there is relent- 
less pressure on the K or ea n 
won, which has devalued by 
more than 20 per cent in the 
past year. Yesterday ft hit a new 
low of 1,035 against the US dol- 
lar. Mr lim declared that the 
government would now allow 
fluctuations of up to 10 per cent, 
instead of 2.25 per cent, in ef- 


Safeway slumps 
on profits warning 


Safeway, the 
supermarket group 
which abandoned a £9bn 
merger with Asda in 
September, suffered a 
setback yesterday with a 
shock profits warning 
caused by poor sales 
growth and low product 
availability. Nigel Cope, 
City Correspondent, 
reports on a new victim 
in the supermarket 
battle. 


Safeway shares lost 16 percent 
of their value on the warning 
as the company said full-year 
profits were likely to below 
those of last year. Management 
blamed weak sales growth, with 
same-store sales up by just 0.5 
per cent, as well as low prod- 
uct availability and the loss of 
lop-up shoppers to rivals such 
as Tesco and Sainsbuiy’s. Safe- 
way admitted it bad concen- 
trated too much on attracting 
high-spending family customers 
without targeting sufficient 
ranges at other groups. 

The company denied it had 
sought the Asda merger be- 
cause of the weak performance 
of its own business but said it 


did not intend to restart talks 
because the regulatory hur- 
dles were likely to prove in- 
surmountable. *T don’t see any 
circumstances under which dis- 
cussions could be reopened,” 
said Safeway’s chief executive, 
Pfilin Smith. 

As the shares crashed 64p to 
330p, analysts said Safeway 
faced a long haul to improve its 
performance. “Safeway has 
been exposed for what it is - 
Britain’s fourth-best superstore 
operator,” said Andrew Fowler 
of UBS. Frank Davidson, of 
HSBC James Capei, said Safe- 
way would find it hard to stim- 
ulate its sales because of its 
weaker brand and a more com- 
promised store portfolio which 
featured too few large, out-of- 
town stores. 

Another analyst said Safe- 
way would find it much hard- 
er than Sainsburys to engineer 
a revival: ’The difference is that 
Sainsbuiy’s was a historically 
very good buaness that just had 
a couple of bad years.” 

Mr Smith admitted the com- 
pany might have taken its eye 
of the basics of retailing. 

The profits warning came as 
Safeway announced flat first- 
half profits of £228 m. Like-fbr- 
like sales increased by just 2.8 
per cent on last year. 
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feet sending the won into free 
float 

This measure will contribute 
to the greater convertibility of 
the won, which, in the short 
term, is likely to be something 
of a liability but in the longer 
term win contribute to greater 
internationalisation of the fi- 
nancial sector. 

Mr Lim poshed this process 
along yesterday by announcing 
a series of reforms that were pre- 
vkwsfy strongly resisted by con- 
servative figures. Among the 
more important measures are: 
the opening of the corporate 
medium and long term bond 
market to foreign investors and 
the stepping up of sovereign 
loan raising overseas. 

A move to give greater ac- 
cess to foreigners in the equity 
markets was also recently in- 
troduced blit got rather lost in 
the scramble for the exit fcy over- 
seas institutions who had been 
brave enough to dea l in South 
Korean shares. 

The South Korean m«rh»t 
had been awash with rumours 
that Seoul would fellow the ex- 
ample of the Thai, Philippine and 
Indonesian gpwerameats in seek- 
ing IMF assistance to alleviate 
the financial crisis. However 
fiercely nationalistic and inde- 
pendent Korea is loath to follow 
suite. 


Mr Lim said yesterday that 
instead of going to the IMF he 
was looking for “strong” co- 
operation particularly from the 
US and Japan, which have ex- 
tensive ties to Korea. He said 
that loans from American aDd 
Japanese banks would help 
their economies because of the 

strength of these ties. 

Meanwhile, an emergency 
eleven-person committee is be- 
ing established to urgently con- 
sider measures to tackle the 
crisis. Three of the committee's 
members will be journalists, 
providing yet another demon- 
stration that Korea tends to do 
things differently from other 
countries. 

The Korean economy is far 
bigger than that of Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the P hilipp ines and 
Thailand combined. These 
countries have so far driven the 

A«roi p financial frisk, ft « daunt- 

ing to contemplate what may 
happen if the situation in Ko- 
rea really gets out of hand. 

Despite worries about this in 
Japan, domestic concerns 
yesterday were the main reason 
for the stock market falling 
over 5 per cent, its biggest sin- 
gle day percentage point decline 
in almost two years. 

The sharp Ml flowed a two 
day raDy which pushed the mar- 
ket np by 11 per cent as investors 


looked forward to government 
intervention to bail out ailing fi- 
nancial institutions. When it 
was made dear that tins was not 
in the govemmeofs mind, sen- 
timent rapidly swung negative. 

Elsewhere in Asia markets 
were dominated by low vol- 
umes business as investors 
shied away from taking posi- 
tions. The Malaysian stock 
market, which was badly shak- 
en oh Tuesday by what looked 
like a political motivated 
bailout of a company con- 
trolled by the ruling party, re- 
mained shaky with shares 
Mling some 3 per cent in value. 

Meanwhile, a fresh plunge 
in Japan’s stock market boost- 
ed the dollar and US Tteasory 
bonds. The Nikkei index fell 
more than 5. per cent to 
15,842.46, its biggest drop since 
the January 1995 Kobe earth- 
quake, after Ryutaro Hashimo- 
to, the Prime Minister, deoied 
that public funds would be 
used to rescue the ailing bank- 
ing system. 

In New York trading, the 

dollar surged to sir mo nth hi gh 

ofYenl2734 against the Japan- 
ese currency. 

The rise in the benchmark 
30-year Treasury bond took its 
yield to the lowest for nearly two 
years in a pronounced “safe- 
haven” effect 



Kang Kyong-shik stepped down to take Marne for trie arias and was replaced by Lim 
Chang-yuel, 53 (above), a former International Monetary Fund executive director 


National Power to spend £1 bn abroad 


National Power 
yesterday unveiled plans 
to invest a further £lbn 
on overseas expansion 
and cast doubts on the 
prospects of dean coal 
technology coming to 
the rescue of Britain’s 
mining industry. Michael 
Harrison reports. 


Keith Henry, National Powers 
chief executive, said its equity 
investments in overseas gen- 


erating capacity were likely to 
double in the next two to three 
years. Since privatisation in 
1991, it has spent £lbn taking 
interests in 8400 megawatts of 
plant But Mr Henry said this 
figure could rise to 11,000 to 
12,000 megawatts by 2000 and 
result in a further equity in- 
vestment of £lbn. 

National Power has identi- 
fied seven projects it is hope- 
ful of proceeding with including 
a $1.5bn (£890m) coal-fired sta- 
tion in Indonesia and two big 
gas and coal-fired stations in 

f!hina_ 


News of the expansion came 
as National Power announced 
that overseas profits grew to 
£67m in the first half of the 
year, helping offset flat UK 
profits caused by its declining 

marke t Sham and g inw ing imv 

petition. Overseas eammg s for 
the year are expected to reach 
at least £130m. 

The company also disclosed 
that h had contracted to buy 
most of its coal requirements 
for next year at prices which are 
about 20 per cent below those 
it has been paying RJB Mining. 
The coal c o ntracts with RJB 


Mining are set at prices of 
around £1.45 a gjgajouie com- 
pared with international prices 
of £1 to £1-20 a gjgajouie. 

National Power also said 
that the prospects of RJB re- 
ceiving government support for 
a 700 megawatt dean coal sta- 
tion it was planning to build at 
Keflingley in ^st Yorkshire ap- 
peared sEm- Studies by RJB, Na- 
tional Power and Tbxaco 
indicate that electricity from the 
station would cost 3.9p a unit 
compared with a pool price of 
2fip, meaning the levdsofsub- 
skiy would need to be significant. 


Botnar ordered to pay £68m PFI receives £500m boost 


Octav Botnar, the millionaire 
founder of Nissan UK. was yes- 
terday ordered by the High 
Court to pay£68m in taxon div- 
idends channelled into a char- 
itable trust set up in memory of 
his daughter. 

Mr Botnar, who has lived as 
an exile in Switzerland for the 
past five years following a raid 
on Nissan UK headquarters by 
the Inland Revenue in 1991, 
said he would appeal the judg- 
ment The ruling follows a de- 
cision by the Revenue to 
abandon the prosecution of 
84-year-old Mr Botnar on 
charges of tax fraud and lift two 
arrest warrants. 


Mr Botnar said he found the 
latest ruling “highly creative 
and the product of an inventive 
mind, bearing no resemblance 
to reality”. 

Mr Botnar has already paid 
£5 9m to the Revenue in set- 
tlement of aD its outstanding tax 
claims against Nissan UK He 
intends to return to Britain 
probably early in the new year. 

The latest judgment follows 
a two-day bearing in the High 
Court last month which found 
Mr Botnar was personally liable 
for tax on the dividends paid 
into the trust between 1974 and 
1990. 

- Michael Harrison 


The Government gave a much 
needed boost to the Private Fi- 
nance Intitiative (PFI) yesterday 
by announcing that it planned to 
fund £500m worth of local gov- 
ernment construction projects in 
1998(9, double the amount it has 
agreed to finance this year. The 
decision should pave the way for 
a huge expanson of the 

PFI, which is aimed at out- 
sourcing canstructito projects to 
private contractors. Most of the 
£500mwfl be invested m schools 
and transport. 

The Government has also in- 
troduced measures to streamline 
the PFI process which should 
speed up the award of con- 


tracts. The move comes in to re^ 
spouse to growing c ritici sm from 
the private sector of the PFI 
which has been dogged by heavy 
delays and bound up in bureau- 
cratic red tape. 

Hilary Armstrong, Local 
Government Ministe, said* ‘Au- 
thorities and the private sector 
can now use the opportunities 
PFI provides to remedy invest- 
ment backlogs in schools, trans- 
port systems, police, fire, waste 
and other services.” 

Adrian Montague, head of 
ffe Treasury FFI Taskforce, said: 
“W; have a lot of new projects 
in the pipeline. There is a huge 
amount of interest in the PFI" 


IN BRIEF 


Vickers joins Bank of 
England as director 


John Vickers, Professor of Political Economy at Oxford Uni- 
versity, has been appointed an executive director and chief 
economist of the Bank of England. Professor Vickers, an 
expert on privatisation and regulation, mil replace Mervyn 
King, who becomes a deputy governor of the Bank when 
the Bank of England Bill passes into Law next spring. The 
Rank has also appointed Richard Brealey, Professor of Fi- 
nance at the London Business School, as an adviser to the 
Governor on financial stability. Meanwhile, Sir Alan Budd, 
former Treasury chief economic adviser, has moved to the 
Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee. Gus O’Donnell a for- 
mer aide to John Major, has stepped into Sir Alan's shoes, 
although in a somewhat changed role, at the Treasury.. 


BCCI accountant convicted 


Abul Hameed Chiragh, the 53-year-old chartered accoun- 
tant at the centre of the BCCI banking fraud, was yester- 
day convicted of false accounting, conspiracy to defraud and 
perverting the course of justice following an investigation 
by the Serious Fraud Squad. Mr Chiragh was used by BCCI 
to draw up false accounts for bogus off-shore companies. 
Mr Chiragh was a friend of Saleem Khan, who is alleged to 
have received £100,000 in bribes to orchestrate a fraud in- 
vohring the transfer of $l-2bn (£710m) of funds to Abbas 
Gokal and his Gulf Group of multinational companies. The 
fraud lead to the collapse of BCCI in 1991. 


Confidence in Germany dips 


Business confidence in western Germany dipped for the first 
time since April, according to the Ifo survey, falling to 99.7 
from 100 in September. Tbe equivalent index for eastern Ger- 
many showed an increase from 103.2 to 103.5 but remained 
below its 1997 average. The Bundesbank reported a drop in 
the headline growth of M3, its key monetary indicator. 
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Why the real value is in fund management 



OUTLOOK ~ 

ON MERRILL LYNCH'S 
PURCHASE OF 
MERCURY ASSET 

management. 

IONICA'S FALL FROM 
GRACE, AND THE 
P&O FERRY MERGER 


This is a stoiy with a happy ending, not least 
for Hugh Stevenson, Carol Galley and 
Stephen Zimmerman, whose hard work 
overtheyeareat Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment yields them wealth beyond the 
dreams of avarice. But it is also a good end- 
ing for former shareholders in SG V&zburg, 
who have done rather well out of the in- 
vestment bank's ignominious demise as an 
independent entity. That is not something 
anyone would have believed pnwrihu- at the 
time of TVhrburg’s enforced sale for litt/e 
more than book value to Swiss Bank Cor- 
poration two-anri-a- hatf years ago. Then 
all die talk was about how appallingly War- 
burg’s had allowed its costs to run out of 
control, and the humiliation of its faiif-ri 
merger talks with Morgan Stanley. 

What was largely ignored when SBC 
bailed out Warburg's was that the British 
investment bank's shareholders were left 
with the good bit, its 75 per cent stake in 
Mercury Asset Management. That com- 
pany was yesterday knocked out to Mer- 
rill Lynch for a cool £3.1 bn, or nearly four 
times the amount of the original invest- 
ment bank. Thus does the child outgrow 
the parent In round terms, then, Wuburg 
shareholders eventually secured some 
£3.2bn of value from their investment, or 
more than half what Travellers is paying 
for the mighty Salomon Brothers. Not so 
bad after all, Mr Warburg. 

The really interesting thing about the 
MAM deal, however, is what it says 
about the relative values of investment 
banking and fund management Merrill 
Lynch is setting a new valuation bench- 


mark for active fund management by pay- 
ing 3 per cent of MAM’S iunds under man- 
agement Few deals, in Europe at least 
have exceeded 15 per cent before. MAM 
was always going to command a premi- 
um. ft is by far the biggest independent 
fond management company in London, 
and its investment performance, until quite 
recently, has been outstanding. 

However, there is a quite separate 
theme running through this beady valu- 
ation. % Merrill's own admission, there 
is less and less money to be made out of 
straight securities trading these days. 
There could scarcely be a more logical 
strategy, then, than to buy the customer. 
Unlike the securities houses through 
which they buy and sell shares and bonds, 
fond management companies like MAM 
are able to deliver a stable stream of high- 
quality, fee-based income. 

In achieving this, the fond manager is 
in large measure behaving like a parasite 
on the belly of the investment bank, us- 
ing its capital and stealing the bank's best 
research to improve performance. The 
most successful investment banks these 
days are the ones, IDs Goldman Sachs, with 
their own proprietary trading operations 
and the ability to charge top dollar for their 
services. You only have to look at the ex- 
perience of BZW, Nat West Markets and 
UBS to know that in general nobody makes 
much money buying and selling stock on 
behalf of the fond managers. The value is 
thus shifting from the trading of securities 
into the management of the funds. 

Merrill's acquisition of MAM raises the 


old concern about the way control of the 
City is slipping into foreign hands. In fond 
management, however, it is genuinely pos- 
sible to make the argument that what mat- 
tens is less who owns the business than 
where it is run from. Merrill is malting it 
plain dial the whole of its institutional port- 
folio management operation will in future 
full within MAM’S orbit, and that this com- 
pany mil be run on an arms-length basis 
from London. This deal is therefore 
more of a gain for the City than a loss. 

Furthermore, the barriers of entry in 
fund management have always been low 
and the whole business is filled with en- 
trepreneurial opportunity. Look at the way 
the hedge fund operators have come from 
nothing aver the past 15 years. MAWs dis- 
appearance within the belly of Merrill 
Lynch should create more openings for 
British-owned independents than it clos- 
es. From every perspective, then, it is hard 
to see who loses from this deal. 

A new issue 
comes unstuck 

The market can be a harsh master and its 
judgement yesterday cm Ionica, the upstart 
rival to British Tfelecom, has been blunt 
and uncompromising Yesterday’s 40 per 
cent plunge in Ionica 's share price leaves 
the company trading at around net asset 
value. When a company is only worth what 
its assets can be sold for, that usually im- 
plies it is bust. This is a quite breathtak- 


ing fall from grace for a company which 
was floated as recently as July. Forget the 
fiiv» words and fabulous forecasts of the 

prospectus. What SBC most have 

meant to say was that Ionica would be a 
basket case within four m on ths. 

To be fair, yesterday’s markdown in the 
shares was almost certainly an overreac- 

tion and was accompanied by little in the 

way of volume. The company has £230m 
in cash, a debt facility of £300m which re- 
mains untouched and a bunch of key 
shareholders who, for now, are locked hi 
still supportive of the chief executive and 
founding father, Nigel Flayford. 

Unfor tunat ely, Ionica also has a moun- 
tain to climb to restore C3ty confidence and 
on equally long way to go to demonstrate 
that the freeze on agoing new customers 
is the result of a temporary, technologi- 
cal glitch and is not symptomatic of more 
deep rooted manag erial and marketing 
problems. The prospectus in the summer 
was lull to the brim with health warnings, 
but no-one suspected Ionica would come 
out in spots quite this quickly. Still less 
could anyone have anticipated the nature 
of the illness. The ailment Ionica has gone 
down with is a computer virus - in this case 
the inability of its main supplier, Nortel, 
to develop on time a key piece of software 
which allows Ionica to increase the capacity 
of its network. 

This will not be sorted out until May 
which is an achingly long time in the de- 
velopment of a start up business. Hew many 
customers will be happy to wait until May 
as BT nibbles away at prices, is anyone's 


months later. Unless Mr Flayfoid s fest on 
his feet, Ionica’s number may be up as an 

independent force in telecoms. 

!fs right to give 
P&O a green light 

Fresh from living up to her moniker by 
stopping Freemans and Linle woo ds m 
their tracks, Mrs Blockit has performed 
a nifty U-turn in the Channel and allowed 
P&O and Stena to lash their short-sea fer- 
xy operations together. But in doing so she 
has still managed to disagree with both her 
Director General of fair Trading, who rec- 
ommended outright prohibition, and the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission, 
which recommended a set of behaviour- 
al undertakings which Mrs Beckett did 
not think went far enough. 

The decision to permit the forty merg- 
er to proceed subject to a price cap once 
the prop of duty free disappears in 1999, 
is probably correct The damage to jobs, 
service and competition would have been 
worse had Lord Sterling and the Swedes 

been forced to slug it out to the death with 

the Channel Tkmnel. What the decision 
says about mergers policy is less clear cut. 
What is plain is that as long as Mrs Beck- 
ett is in the driving seat, the consumer trill 
always be king . The pursuit by Barclays 
of NatWest looks ever more hopeless. 


Bank o? 

rector 


Government hints 
at willingness 
to scrap Serps 


Retail sales rebound after sluggish September 


want terras 


n German 


The Government yesterday 
gave the aroqgest signal yet that 
it was willing to consider phas- 
• vPg out State Earnings Re- 

flated Pensions Scheme for new 
entrants to the labour market 
John Denham, pensions 
minister at the DSS, yesterday 
made it dear that the Govern- 
ment was considering phasing 
out Serps for new workers as 
part of a raft erf pension reforms 
to be unveiled early next year. 

Speaking at a London con- 
ference on pension schemes, 
Mr Denham repeatedly de- 
clined to commit Labour to 
keeping Serps as an option for 
new workers, sticking closely to 
the manifesto formula: “Serps 
should be" retained for those 
who wish' to remain in it” 
Asked. whether this induc- 
ed new workers, Mr Denham 
said; “I think the manifesto 
commitment is dear enough.” 

The formula gives Labour 
enough political room to phase 
out Serps over the long term 
without breaking its manifesto 


promises. The formula only 
applies to workers already con- 
tributing to Serps through na- 
tional insurance payments and 
.does not cover future workers. 

If tiie Government goes 
ahead with the reform, new 
workers would still accrue the 
ffil-SOa^week basic state pension. 
But they would have no alterna- 
tive but fo join a private scheme 

for their second-tier penskKL 
' ApropbsdVpbaseoulSezps 
would echo a pre-election pro- 
posal by the Conservatives to shift 
Serps and the basic state pension 
into private, funded schemes. 

Private providers are press- 
ing for Serps to be phased out 
in favour of “stakeholder pen- 
sions”, a new form of private 
sector scheme, details of which 
the Government wfll announce 

early next year. Privatising Serps 
for new workers is opposed by 
members of Labour's old guard 
who say it is better value than 
private schemes for people who 
change jobs frequently. 

- Andrew Verity 
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NOTICE TO ETAM CARDHOLDERS” 

THE MONTHLY RATES OF INTEREST 
APPLICABLE TO ETAM CARD ACCOUNTS 
OPERATED BY GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED 
ARE TO BE INCREASED AS F0LL0WS:- 

FOR CARDHOLDERS PAYING BY DIRECT 

DEBITTHE MONTHLY RATEWILL BE 2.15% 

(EQUIVALENT TO AN APR OF 29.0 
[VARIABLE]). FOR CARDHOLDERS PAYING 

BY ANY OTHER MEANS THE MONTHLY 

RATE WILL BE 2.28% (EQUIVALENT TO AN 

APR OF 31.0 [VARIABLE]). 

ALL INTEREST BEARING BALANCES 

OUTSTANDING ON AND TO ALL 

TRANSACTIONS DEBITED FROM 

THAT DATE 

THE FINANCIAL DETAILS IN 

■^^SSSSSST 

RE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED. 
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO. 1456283. 

; REG REGISTERED OFFICE: 

„ . n ctreET LONDON WC2N 4HR. 
2.S LIMITED is affiliated 
^ELECTRIC COMPANY (USA) 
S ^NOT CONNECTED WITH THE ENGLISH 

ANO SSof'' a “^ NAM L..», 


October was a bumper 
month on the high 
street, with sales 
growth at a near- record 
pace. But the Bank of 
England will want to see 
how much the tills jingle 
over Christmas before 
raising interest rates 
again, writes Dkme Coyle, 
Economics Editor. 


New figures showing a big 
bounce in retail sales volumes 
last month, after a September 
depressed bythc funeral of Di- 


ana, Princess of Wales, set 
alarm bells ringing yesterday 
over interest rate prospects. 
Sales growth of 6.4 per cent in 
the year to October was dose 
to the July 1988 record. 

The scale of the rebound 
took City analysts by surprise. 
Most now expect the Bank's 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) will increase interest 
rates at least one more time. 

However, any increase is 
likely to occur after Christmas. 
Adam Cole, an economist at 
James Capd, said: “The Bank 
is forecasting a sharp slowdown 
in growth in the new year. It 
vWBTneed fo be proved wrong 


before it can justify another in- 
terest rate rise.” 

The MPC will have little 
fresh evidence before its De- 
cember meeting and can 
therefore avoid playing 
Scrooge. The most important 
statistics due in the next two 
weeks wiD be today's figures for 
broad money growth, which 
the Bank has said it wants to 
see slowing down. 

Although retail sales were 
far more buoyant than ex- 
pected, some economists 
found signs of a weaker trend 
than during the summer. The 
distribution of free shares in 
The building sdcieties con- 
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verting to banks boosted vol- 
umes in June, July and August 

The Office for National 
Statistics said there was some 
evidence that the pace of ac- 
tivity on the high street was 
slowing, despite the 2JS per 
cent surge in volumes during 
the month. 

Adjusting for September’s 
dip, the three-month growth 
rate had slowed from 13 per 
cent to I per cent in October. 

Spending on items such as 
furniture and electrical goods 
continued to expand at a very 
rapid rate. Clothing and 
footwear sales were also par- 
ticularly strong last month. - 
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COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


Change to 
Interest Rates. 

With effect from the start of business on 
20th November 1997 the following Business 
Cheque and Deposit rates are applicable to 
the accounts set out below : 

Bate per Annum 
GROSS %* GROSS* 
CAJL% 

Business Interest Cheque Account 

Instant Access Cheque Account 

£250,000+ 3.75 3.80 

£100,000-249,999 3.30 3.34 

£50,000-99,999 2.85 2.88 

£10,000-49,999 2.45 2.47 

£2,000-9,999 2.10 2.12 

£1-1,999 1.20 1.21 


£ 250,000+ 
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£50, 000-99,999 

£10,000-49,999 

£2,000-9,999 

£1-1,999 


Designated Clients Account 
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3.90 

3.96 
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Allied Colloids the share of the day as merger rumours abound 


taking stock 


MARKET REPORT 



CATHY NEWMAN 


Mergers are being concocted 
in ibespedality chemicals sec- 
tor, according to rumours, 
with Allied Colloids the main 
focus of attention. Dealers 
could not get their hands on 
the company’s shares quick 
enough yesterday. More than 
14 million were traded, send- 
ing the price up 105p to 12Sp. 

Frenetic buying and selling 
has continued unabated since 
Tuesday nighL One transaction 
saw 1 million change hands at 

118p. 

And the buyer? Laparte, 
which said a few months ago 
it had £450m to spend, appears 
to be the predatory name in 
the frame. Jim Leng. chief ex- 
ecutive, has finished restruc- 
turing the company and could 
be looking for other activities 
to occupy his time. Laporte 
ended down 7 -5p at 629p. 

The chemicals sector was 
not the only one to feel some 


heat yesterday. Fund man- 
agers saw some action fol- 
lowing the Merrill Lynch 
£3.1bn takeover of Mercury 
Asset Management. MAM 
jumped 380p to £16.75 and 
pushed other banking stocks 
higher. Sehroders was the 
biggest Footsie riser, up 140p 
to £18.15. Of the second-lin- 
ers, Perpetual, up 240p to 
£24.75, and M&G, up 160p to 
£13,35, were in favour. Hen- 
derson joined in the action as 
well, finning 167 Jp to £14.40. 

There was talk of corporate 
action at Reutokil Initial, 
which ended the day 17.75p 
better off at 256.75p. Howev- 
er, the house broker said the 
volume- of shares traded was 
□ot out of the ordinary. Just 
over 4 mill i nn changed bands. 

Separately, investors in 
Royal Bank of Scotland were 
in the money, with the shares 
adding 25-5p to 675p after 


speculation that Abbey Na- 
tional could bid. The bank was 
also attracting buyers after 
news of the merger between 
Fust Union and Core States 
in the US. 

Vodafone got the right 
. number yesterday after the 
previous day's losses. The 
phone company improved 
14Jp to 356p after a snow- 
storm of positive brokers’ 
notes. Lehman Brothers, SBC 
Warburg. BZW, UBS and 
HSBC James Capel all issued 
buy recommendations. 

It was a question of num- 
ber unobtainable, though, for 
another telecoms company, 
Ionka. The group fell from 
grace in a spectacular fashion 
yesterday, just four months af- 
ter its July flotation. Ionka led 
the second-line fellers by a 
long stretch, crashing lOlp to 
156 Jp after gloomy interim re- 
sults and news that its network 


roll-out was to be delayed 
sparked a crisis of confidence 
in the management. 

Retailers were left on the 
sb elf yesterday after Safeway’s 
profits warning. The company 
owned up to a downturn in 
sales which led to dull inter- 
im results. Brokers' down- 
grades followed, aod the 
company led the Footsie fali- 
ers to dose 64p poorer at 330p. 
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SBC Vferburg, Soci€t6 
GemSrale and UBS were 
arflpHg ffwfl* wuii riing negative 
noses yesterday. 

Other remaindered food 
retailers were Sarasbuiy. 
down 17.5p at 476.5p, and 
Tesco, 16_5p poorer at 473.5p. 

Exporters had a tough time 

as the pound strengthened on 
the back of better-than-ex- 
pected retail sales figures. 
Among those to fed die pain 
were TI Group, down 3 Op at 
470p, and Zeneca, off 4lp at 
£17.17. 

Rio Unto, the global min- 
ing giant, was a big Footsie ca- 
sualty as market-makers took 
fright at the slide in base 
metal prices and sent die stock 
down 26.5p to 720p. UBS is 
among several brokers to have 
slashed forecasts. The invest- 
ment house has lopped its 
1998 estimates by 9 per cent. 
Rio is more exposed to cop- 


per than its mining peers, so 

reports of excess supply in the 
copper market in the past few 

days have hit it hard. During 
the first six months of the year, 
copper accounted for more 
. than one-fifth of Rio’s sales. . 

P&O got becalmed in early 
trading after news that Mar- 
garet Beckett Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry, 
bad cleared its merger with 
Siena Line but had attached 
conditions. The two cross- 
channel ferry companies will 
have to give guarantees about 
passenger fares. F&O was as 
low as 65 lp at one point but 
rallied later to dose just 2p 
down at 667p. 

Another transport com- 
pany diff ering from a lack of 
fiiel was British Airways, 8p 
worse off at 555p, after easy- 
Jet said it was seeking legal ad- 
vice about the airline's plans to 
offer a rival “'no-frills’’ service. 


Can West Global Communica- 
tions, the family-controlled 

Canadian broadcaster con- 
tinues to raise its stake in Ul- 
ster TV, one of the last 


ca *** 1 

■fd* 


companies. CanWest, which 

first bougJrt into Ulster last 

month, snapped np another 
500,000 shares yesterday, 
taking its bolding to 8-38 per 

cent Although the company 
insists it is not about to make 
a fell bid, it is increasing fee 
pressure on Scottish Media 
Group, which is expected to 
swallow Ulster. 


Savoy Asset Management is 

hoping to ride on the back of 
the appetite for fend man- 
agers when it comes to fee 
market today The company, 
which specialises in fend 
manag ement and stock- 
broking, has placed 1-5 mil- 
lion shares at 95p. Dealing is 
expected to open at lOOp to 
105p. 
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information will start to appear within a few seconds. 
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Safeway takes its 
eye off the ball 

**« a teUing few weeks in the 
supermarket sector. The attempted 

betWeen Art® and Safe- 
«ay always seemed to indicate that the 

needfid more scale to 
^ht the battle against Tesco and Sainsr 
bm/sandnow we know which company 

needed that deal mosL 

Yesterday’s profits warning from 
Safeway was a belter by any standards. 
Non-existent sales growth and a warn- 
ing on fun-year profits came on top of 
fet half-year profits and an interim div- 
for the first time since 

1992. ft is obvious who has lost out most 

to the resurgent Sainsbuiy’s. 

And we have a return to the normal 
received wisdom that not all of the big 
four supermarket operators can succeed 
at the same time. 

Safeway's predicament is ali the 
more surprising given the progress the 
group made with its Safeway 2000 ini- 
tiative which set about restructuring the 
cost base and attracting family shoppers. 

What appears to have happened is 
that while Safeway was achieving great 
marketing successes with its Hany and 
Molly advertising and whizzy in-store 
technology, it was taking its eyes off 
some of the nuts and bolts of retailing 
such as stock availability and the sup- 
ply c hain. 

Meanwhile, the wooing of high- 
spending family shoppers seems to 
have deterred secondary customers. 

The proposed three-point, three-year 
recovery plan is not all it appears either. 
The aim to increase sales by £1 bn in the 
next three years works out at just 4 per 
cent a year, which rivals are achieving 
anyway; the £60m cost savings are not 
significantly more than previously an- 
nounced and, of the £600m promised 
to shareholders over three years, £400m 
of that wfll be the normal dividend any- 
way. 

That leaves shareholders panting for 
a paltry lOp per share which probably 
won't arrive until the third year. 

With an Asda deal virtually ruled out 
on competition grounds and no obvi- 
ous overseas bidder, it could be a long 
haul 

On full-year forecasts of around 
£400m, the shares, down 64p to 330p 


Safeway: At a glance 

Maiket value: £3.6bn, share (vice 33Cp (-64p) 

StfUig.recprtf r ' fa 9 $ ■ 


Turnover (£bn) 

Pre-tax ", 

Earnings per share (p) 
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(HI) trading 


yesterday, trade on a forward multiple 
of 13. 

That is a deserved 26 per cent dis- 
count lo the market and the shares look 
no more than a hold. 


Land Securities 
looks good value 


Property companies are enjoying the 
good times again after a prolonged re- 
cession which saw property shares 
tumble in the first half of the 1990s. 
Relatively low interest rates coupled 
with the strong economy have seen 
rents grow rapidly and stimulated a 
sharp rise in property values. 

Land Securities, which dominates 
the property sector, representing one- 
quarter of its total value, has been the 
major beneficiary of the industry up- 
turn. Its shares have risen by 37 per cent 
since the start of the year. 

After this storming performance it 
is tempting to take profits. The shares 
certainly do not look cheap. Analysts 
forecast Land Securities' current net 
asset value at 856p a share. That 
means the group is trading on a 14 pre- 


Share price 

pence 

450 



92 93 94 95 96 97 J 

mium to net assets compared to a sec- 
tor average premium of 10 per cent. In- 
deed historically property shares have 
traded at a discount to net asset val- 
ues, reflecting the cyclical nature of the 
business, which suggests the whole sec- 
tor looks rather pricey. 

Despite these concerns, the prop- 
erty industry and Land Securities looks 
set fair for the next few years. Strong 
demand should see rents continue to 
rise. Traditionally the yield you get from 
investing in property is less than that 
you would get from gills. At the mo- 
ment the reverse is true. This suggests 
that property yields will foil or in oth- 
er words, property values should rise. 

Land Securities is (ess highly geared 
than many of its rivals so it may not ben- 
efit as much from rising property val- 
ues. But the virtue of the group's 
cautious polity is it should continue to 
produce steady growth. A shift into the 
buoyant retail sector and a uew£450m 
investment programme mil also stand 
it in good stead. 

Land Securities shares slipped lOp 
to 970p as it announced a foil in pre- 
tax profits to £291m (£2D2m) for the 
six months to September due to aloss 
on property disposals. 

However investors should concen- 


trate on its net asset growth. UBS fore- 
casts net assets should rise to 9Q5p by 
next March and 1075p the year after. 
Good value. 


Courtaulds 

counts on Tencel 


So it doesn't wrinkle, it’s tough and it's 
as soft as sQk. But can Courtaulds' 
“wonder-fibre", Tencel revitalise the 
chemical group's flagging fortunes? 
Courtaulds shares have dumped to 
270p, less than SO per cent of their value 
five years ago, and 75p down on the 
day on the back of poor first-half re- 
sults. Pre-tax profits in the six months 
to September were £62m, 5 per cent 
down on last year. 

Tencel touLed as “the Lycra for the 
millennium'’, is unlikely to prove as lu- 
crative as Courtaulds once hoped. 
First, the wonder-fibre is used in jeans 
- M&S is among the notable Tencel 
converts - and demand in the denim 
market is relatively weak. Second, 
Courtaulds, once the sole Tencel sup- 
plier, is now beginning to face com- 
petition. Nevertheless, prospects for 
Thncel are still good. Courtaulds reck- 
ons that Tencel will account for 20 per 
cent of all turnover within five years. 
Currently, it accounts for about 3 per 
cent of sales. 

Even if 'Ihocel fulfils all expectations, 
it is unlikely to be sufficient to trans- 
form Courtaulds into a high-growth or- 
ganisation. The company needs to look 
elsewhere if it is to turn things around. 
Prospects at its coatings A sealants di- 
vision, which account for about half of 
turnover, look good. Courtaulds has an 
entrenched position in market niches, 
such as aircraft coating. Rslymer prod- 
ucts, which saw a moderate rise in prof- 
its this hall also look strong. 

The real problem is that around 
one-fifth of revenues still come from 
viscose and acrylic. Not only are these 
mature markets, but competition, par- 
ticularly in viscose, is vigorous. What 
is more, raw material prices for viscose 
and acrylic are notoriously volatile. 

Forecasts from ABN Amro pat 
Courtaulds on a forward p/e of about 
12. The large discount to the market 
looks justified. Hold. 


Newcastle Utd scraps 
super stadium plans 


Newcastle United’s goal 
to build a football super 
stadium to rival any in 
the world has been 
clashed. Andrew Votes finds 
that local opposition to 
the new site looks to 

have scuppered the 
club’s plans. 


Newcastle United is set to 
abandon plans to build a 
55,000-seat stadium. It admit- 
ted yesterday it had submitted 
alternative plans to Newcastle 
City Council to upgrade and ex- 
tend St James* Park, its exist- 
ing ground. 

Newcastle had hoped to 
spend £90m on constructing a 
stadium at Castle Leazes Moor 
and converting St James’ Park 
Into a huge leisure complex in- 
cluding an indoor arena and 
running trade However it failed 
to count on huge local opposi- 


tion to the scheme whidi would 

have meant the loss of acres of 
paitfemd in the heart of the city. 
Several pressure groups, wfah* 
included friends of the Earth, 
and local campaigners such as 
No os the Moor and 

Friends of Leazes Park, col- 
lected a petition of 18,000 sig- 
natories opposing the scheme. 
Faced with the prospect of a 
lengthy public inquiry, New- 
castle was forced to reconsid- 
er its plans. 

The news met with a mixed 
reaction in the financial com- 
munity. Newcastle's shares 
have performed poorly since it 
floated at 135p last April 
f inin g to 99.5p- Some analysts 
.said the alternative plans re- 
moved fears that Newcastle 
would struggle to fund the sta- 
dium which would not have 
started producing extra rev- 
enues until the turn of the 
century. 

Vroay Bedi, a football ana- 
lyst with brokers Wise Speke, 


said yesterday: “This removes 
one big question mark hanging 

over the shares. The move 
should be treated with opti- 
mism.” 

However another analyst 
“There has been one U- 
tura after another since the 
flotation including the resig- 
nation of Mark Corbidge (for- 
mer joint chief executive]. It 
hardly inspires faith in the 
club’s future and manage- 
ment-” 

Sir John Hall, the club's 
former chairman and main fi- 
nancial backer, dreamed of 
creating a stadium that would 
be the envy of the football 
worid. Dubbed the “San Siro of 
the North”, the three-tier, 
bowl-shaped stadium would 
have initially held 55,000 sup- 
porters and mirrored the San 
Siro stadium in Milan. 

Newcastle now proposes to 
increase the capacity at St 
James’ from just over 37,000 to 
more than 50,000. 


Hyder goes Marchpole chief executive 
into the red set to net £11 m from float 


Hyder, the Welsh electricity, 
water and gas supplier, yester- 
day showed the financial pain 
of Labour’s windfall tax. A 
£280m tax hit took the 
company £190m into the red in 
the six months to September. 
The result compared with a 
profit of £90m last year. 

Group profits before the tax 
hit rose from £ 100.7m to 
£105.7m. Core utilities per- 
formed strongly, said Paul 
Twamley, Ryder’s finance di- 
rector. Particularly successful 
was the move into gas supply. 

Hyder supplies 270,000 peo- 
ple with gas and is adding 2^00 
gas customers a month. The 
company, formed by the merg- 
er of Welsh Water and Swalec, 
the Welsh electricity company, 
started supplying gas four 
months ago. 


The chief executive of March- 
pole Holdings will net £llm 
when the designer and distrib- 
utor of Yves Saint Laurent 
menswear comes to the stock 
market next month. Michael 
Moms. 52, joined the group in 
1985 when it was awarded its 
first licence for mens formal- 
wear in the UK and Ireland. 
He has a 60 per cent stake in 
the business which will foil to 
38 per cent post-flotation. He 
has spent 25 years in the 
menswear industry. ■ 

The shares are expected to be 
priced at around 120p-150p,vaJu- 
ing flie company at £14Qra£165iiL 
Marchpole specialises in the 
design, sourcing and distribu- 
tion erf menswear and beyswear 
under licence from YSL The 
company has recently agreed a li- 
cence for YSLscasuahvear in the 


Japanese market. It said all its 
YSL licences woe renewed at the 
beginning of 1997 for a 10-year 
period. 

Marchpole recorded pre-tax 
profits of £22m in the year to 31 
December 1996 on sales of 
£36.9m. The directors said yes- 
terday that they estimate this 
year’s profits to be not less than 
£11 Jm. 

The directors said the flota- 
tion would enhance the group’s 
status and assist its UK and in- 
ternational growth strategy. In ad- 
dition they said it would give it 
greater financial flexibility by 
raising £39m to redeem prefer- 
ence share capital and loan stock. 

Mr Morris said: “A stock 
market fistingwill provide March- 
pole with a springboard for the 
next phase of its growth. ” 

-Nigel Cope 


MJN Best Buys 

From The Award Winning British PC Manufacturer. 

Take a closer look at our new range of ‘Best Buy* high JBjfi 

performance systems, now available at truly amazing prices. 
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NUN 233M 

■ Intel Pentium 233 Mhz Processor 
Mth MMX Technology 

- 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 3.26b Seagate ODE hard drive 

• 4Mb ATI Rage II 3D graphics 

• 16 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs sound blaster 32 
wavetabte sound 

- 14' SVGA 0.2Sdp screen 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• MJN AT midi-tower system unit 
with 7 bays (not shewn) 

• Ml standard features bekw 

• Pretoaded software bundle (mail 

& antivirus not Included) 

i FREE 33.6 voice modem 

• FREE Epson Stylus 300 color 
Intyet Printer (limited to first 100 

. customers who 
buy titie model 
only) 


NUN 200M-2 NUN 233NI Ex NUN 266-2 


• IBM 6X86MX PR200 Processor 
with MMX Technology (higher 
performance than 233M system) 

• 64Mb EDO RAM 

• 4.3Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard drive 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

- 56K Rockwell voice modem 

- 4Mb ATI Rage 11+ DVD 3D ffaphics 

- 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetaWe sound 

• 14' SVGA 058dp screen (IB" £70 
4-VAT =3 £32.25 extra; 17* £220 
+VAT = £25650 extra) 

- 512K pipeline burst cache 

• Videophone receive for incoming 
videophone calls 

• Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 430TX 
PC97 chipset 

- AH standard features below 


■ Intel Pentium 233Mhz Processor 
with MMX Technology 

•64Mb EDO RAM 

► 6.4Gb Seagals ultra ATA hard drive 

• PC-TV system with Teietext and 
video capture 

1 56K Rockwefl voice modem 

• 4Mb ATT Rage R+ DVD 3D gaphics 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

1 Creative Labs 30 wMBble sound 

■ 14* SVGA 0-28dp screen (15* £70 
+VAT = £82.25 extra; 17* £220 
+VAT - £25650 extra) 

1 512K pipeline buret cache 

> VideoPhone receive tor Incoming . 
videophone calls 

1 Voice reception with IBM Simply 
SpeaWngGOLD 

MJN ATX system with Intel 4301X 
PCX97 chipset 
AD standard features below 


• Intel Pentium II 266Mhz ' 
Processor with MMX Technology 

- 64Mb SO RAM - • 

- 6.4Gb Sea&m ultra ATA haddrtie 

■ PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

■ 56K Rocfcwefl voice modem 

•’8Mb AGP ATT Rage Pro 3D graphics 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 

- 14‘ SVGA 0.28dp screen (15* £70 
+VAT = £8235 extra; 17* £220 
+VAT - £258.50 extra) 

- 512K pipeline buret cache 

• Videop hone receive for incoming 

. videophone calls 

• VOtee recognition with IBM Simp# 
Speaking GOLD 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX 
PC97 chipset 

• AM standard features below 


Inc. VAT 
Model:770 


11 ZM -VAT ^ ^ 

£ 1091“... £ i256" a ^ 

Modet788 ModW.771 

OS Lotus Smartsute 97, Qitidcan, 

Standvd mafl. IBM Arah'frus and 

Btftf*sSSSSSS5fSMS 

and games port - 1 *®J r !hrfllde H (Muded wihPUJS modes onw 

Nate:- Microphone not mduaed \F cwaea 

iTrvsvr Stvtus cotor 720 X 720 dpi InkJet printer £129 
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Inc VAT 
Modet789 
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Inc VAT 
Mods 1:790 


MJN plus 
MODELS - 1 SywMW WP U&Pit M 
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ere omyeo +vat- 
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,$ The right choice 
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Offers 
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01282 777 555 
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Despite every effort, unforeseen dangers can upset the calmest of business 
environments. However, a Trade Indemnity credit insurance policy can help 
you do business with confidence; wherever you choose to trade: 

Our World Markets policy has been developed in response to the growing 
need for a simple method of insuring UK and overseas commercial debt, 
plus overseas political risk through a single policy. 

Trade Indemnity the UK’s leading credit Insurer, and part of EULER -the world’s 
largest credit Insurance group, has nearly 80 years’ worldwide experience 
providing credit management solutions to businesses of every size, in all sectors. 
For more details about our Worfd Markets policy call 01454 204104. With 
Wbrld Markets, no one can take a bite out of your business. 


TRADE 

INDEMNITY 

a EULER company 
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What is happiness? An economist 
thinks he may have the answer 


Life-satisfaction levels of the Employed 
and the Unemployed 

Europe 1 97QS-1 990s, % 
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DIANE 

COYLE 


ON WHY THE 
ITALIANS ARE 
MERRIERTHAN 
THE IRISH 


“Happiness is the sublime mo- 
ment when you gel out of your 
corsets at night," according to 
the actress Joyce Grenfell. It 
only goes to prove that happi- 
ness is something vciy personal 
and subjective, whose analysis 
has always been left to poets and 
philosophers. Nothing to do 
with economists. 

Or is it? In some recent re- 
search an economist has inves- 
tigated whether any economic 
numbers influence our happi- 
ness or sense of well-being, 
and found answers that ought 
to be of huge interest to the Eu- 
ropean leaders meeting in Lux- 
embourg today for the Jobs 
Summit. For unemployment, as 
you might expect, makes a big 
contribution to unhappiness. 

Cynics might argue that it is 
typical of an economist to chum 
through an enormous amount of 
computer calculations to prove 
something that any fool could 
have told you. However, the re- 
search, by Professor Andrew Os- 
wald at Warwick University and 
others, also sheds fascinating 
light on how unemployment 
compares to other economic 
variables in terms of unhappi- 
ness, and therefore how much 
emphasis governments should 
he putting on economic goals 
which are often in conflict. Eco- 


nomic policy is all about mak- 
ing trade-oflsand taking painful 
choices. It is no good knowing 
that unemployment is a bad 
thing if you do not know what 
measures people might nr might 
not accept in order to reduce it 

Professor Oswald points out 
that economics is a minority in- 
terest precisely because no- 
body believes the budget deficit 

or the growth in construction or- 
ders or whatever is one of the 
ultimate goals of government 
He says: “The stolid greyness of 
the business pages of our news- 
papers seems to minor the fact 
that economic n umb ers matter 
only indirectly.'' 

For those persistent enough 
to have ploughed this far 
through the greyness, the pro- 
fessor and his co-authors es- 
tablish from opinion surveys in 
the US and Europe that well- 
being has increased modestly in 
the US but has not risen uni , 
formly in Europe. 

While the Italians have 
grown happier, Britons have be- 
come slightly less content, and 
the Irish and Belgians much less 
happy, over the past couple of 
decades. Well-being has not 
moved uniformly upwards de- 
spite the fact that in all of 
these countries average income 
per head has increased. 

The economists establish 
formally that extra GDP - at 
least in these high-income coun- 
tries - does not make any more 
than a slight contribution to 
happiness. In other words, the 
measure that all politicians 
make the totem of their success 
in economic policy, the growth 
of GDP, is neither here nor 
there as far as the well-being of 
the voters goes. 

This result will not come as 
a surprise to those who have 
long argued that GDP is not an 
appropriate indicatoror target 
of economic policy. The New 
Economics Foundation’s alter- 
native index of “sustainable 
economic welfare" explicitly 
takes account of negatives such 
as pollution, depletion of re- 
sources and spending on crime. 


It is lowemow than in 1979. The 
oew research goes cm to explore 
what does account for changes 
in happiness levels if it is not the 
growth of the economy. 

Personal characteristics nat- 
urally play a tag part. Being well- 
educated, female, married, 
young or old but not middle- 
aged and having few children all 
contribute to a higher level of 
happiness. 

Having a higher level of in- 
come makes a small contribu- 
tion. But the most important 
factor by far is having a job. In 
particular, unemployed people 
are very unhappy. 

Professor Oswald cites a 
wide range of other research 
showing the prevalence of sui- 
cide among the unemployed. 
Although the death rate from 
suicide has declined over time, 
those without work are 12 times 
more likely than the employed 
to attempt it, according to one 
study. 

As well as this qualitative ev- 
idence, it is possible to put a 
measurement on the unhappi- 
ness caused by unemployment 
In most countries, becoming 
unemployed has an impact on 
individuals' well-being equiva- 
lent to dropping from the top 


to the bottom quarter of the in- 
come distribution. The conclu- 
sion: “Unemployment is a 
major economic source of hu- 
man distress." 

Well, few people would 
quarrel with this, and especially 
not the European leaders strut- 
ting their stuff for the cameras 
in Luxembourg today and to- 
morrow. 

But does it mean that gov- 
ernments should do anything it 
takes to cut the jobless rate? In 
particular, should they forget 
about the current pa Iky ortho- 
doxy and just expand govern- 
ment spending or cut interest 
rates enough to boost the econ- 
omy and consequently the num- 
ber of people with jobs, 
whatever the consequences? 

Many influential voices ar- 
gue that they should, such as 
Robert Reich, the former US 
Labor Secretary. On a recent 
visit to London he urged cen- 
tral bankers to loosen upon in- 
terest rates and let the economy 
expand at a faster rate, and was 
particularly critical of the Bun- 
desbank for raising the cost of 


makes people unhappy, and 
they are willing to endure a se- 
vere recession in order to re- 
duce inflation. The survey 
evidence since 1975 suggests 
that, on average, a nine per- 
centage point higher unem- 
ployment rate was acceptable in 
order to lop 10 per cent off in- 
flation and the importance of 
unemployment and inflation 
for average happiness is there- 
fore roughly equal 

This is not the same as say- 
ing that the happiness cost of 
unemployment is the same as 
that of inflation, for the foil so- 
cial cost would include the total 
individual misery caused by un- 
employment, which is large. 
However, the fact remains that 
lower inflation, other things 
being equal, means higher weA- 
beiug. And, in political calcu- 
lations about the me dian voter, 
it ought to have equal weight 

with unemployment. 

The bad news for the politi- 
cians at the Jobs Summit is 
therefore that the one easy so- 
lution some economists offer to 
Europe’s unemployment prob- 
lem is not a viable option. They 
would have to be very confident 
that expanding demand would 
not lead to higher inflatio n to 
see it as the answer. 

At the same time, if conti- 
nental political leaders really 
care about the well-being of 
their citizens, they will have to 
accept that the low unemploy- 
ment Anglo-Saxon economies 
hold some lessons for them. 

It is jobs, and not an abstract 
concept of social solidarity, that 
make a big difference to hap- 
piness. To deny this boils down 
to arrogance. They might as well 
tell their unlucky unemployed 
to get on their bikes and move 
to a country that is creating jobs. 

“ Happiness and Economic 
Perforrnance ", Andrew Oswald; 
and “The Macroeconomics of 
Happiness ", Rafael Di Telia, 
Robert MacCulloch and An- 
drew Oswald. Both working pa- 


borr owing at a time when un- 
employment is at record highs. 

The new research indicates, pens from the Centre for 
however, that inflation also Economic Performance, LSE. 
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Peter BafUfe, BZW’s head of corporate com- 
munications for the past five years, has left 
foe investment bank to take up the same role 
at GKN, foe engineering group that owns 
Westland Helicopters. Far from being a vic- 
tim of last week’s acquisition of BZW’s 
equities and corporate finance activities by 
Credit Suisse First Boston, Mr BaiUie is leav- 
ing with foe bank's blessing, I'm. told. 

“Fve been talking with GKN for a few 
months," says Mr Baillie. “I spent most of my 
career in manufacturing and it wfll be good 
to get back, to it.” 

The affable Scot has gardening leave 
until January, when he swaps BZW’s Canary 
Wharf glass towers for GKFTs swank offices 
in St James's, central London. 

Bob Diamond, foe New Yorker who now 
heads up the business left at Bardays, renamed 
Barclays Capital has decided not to replace 
foe irreplaceable Mr Baillie. 

GKN wiU be familiar stuff for Mr Baillie, 
who has decades of defence and automotive 
experience. When he was spokesman at 
Plessey’s, he was foe only member of foe cor- 
porate staff to be kept on by Lord Weinstock 
when GEC swooped. Before that, he spent 
10 years Austin Rover. 

Tis the season to write about shopping sur- 
veys. Neil Mason, an analyst with Mintel, foe 
retail research company, says the British pub- 
lic spends £1.6bn on food and £345m on dec- 
orations during the festive period. If anything, 
we’re becoming more obsessed by spending 
at Christmas. Nearly one-third of retail sales 
and more than one-quarter of total consumer 
expenditure is made in the fourth quarter, a 
share which is rising, says Mr Mason. 

So what should you be flogging this year? 
Mr Mason has found that sales of chocolate 
confectionery have gone up by 163 per cent 
in 1995-6. Other winners indude mince pies, 
up 103 per cent, biscuit assortments, up 103 
per cent, and “snack nuts” (what other kind 


8. 9 per cent over the same period- 

Against a background of financial ^ jn foe 
eSi Nomura International ^smadfe 
what it calls landmark apporntmeoT by pro- 
moting a non-Japanese, a temer Amttfain 
Marine called Max C Chapman, to become 
chairman and chief executive. Mrpapm^m 
54, will operate in London where Nomuralc- 
ternatiooal the global subsidiary ofTokyo- 
based Nomura Securities, has its base. Mr 

Chapman succeeds ThfeashiTsutSin, who has 

spent foe past four years in foe post. - 

Mr Chapman was president and duel op- 
erating officer of Kidder, Pteabody, foe ™ 
Street firm, until he joined Nomina In- 
ternational in 1989. His specific bnef today 
is to beef up Nomura’s European business. 

Meanwhile Sir Douglas Wass, former 
Tteasray mandarin and ex-chairman of Axa 
Equity & Law, will retire as Don-executive co- 
chairman of Nomura next May at foe age of 
75 after 11 years at foe helm. 

Antony Snow, chairman of Hill & Kuowltoa, 
addressed a galaxy of foe great and foe good 

on Tbesday at foe PR firm’s 70th birthday party 
at Apsley House, foe first Duke of Welling- 
ton’s mansion on Hyde Park Corner. 

Amazingly for a spin doctor, Mr Show 
cracked a reasonably funny joke. (Only jok- 
ing, chaps.) He told foe assembled tycoons, 
editors and grand panjandrums that when he 
left Oxford he wrote to his father, thanking 
the latter for his generosity in supporting Snow 
jnr over foe years. Mr Snow also told his pa- 
ter fhnt he was to become an advertising agent 

“He replied that he was pleased to have 
been of what assistance he could, but ques- 
tioned whether advertising was really the high- 
est to which I could aspire for so much 
investment," Mr Snow told foe audience. 

Some 25 years later Mr Snow told his dad 
that he had swapped advertising for PR “I 
received an ecstatic acknowledgement, say- 
ing he had always had foe greatest confidence 
that I would progress from advertising and 
he was particularly delighted because he had 
long believed that there was much to be said 
for proportional representation.'’ 

Martin Sorrell, head of WPP, foe advertis- 
ing and mar keting group, was breakfasting at 
foe Connaught with a colleague of mine this 
week when he espied an Armani raincoat 
han g in g over foe back of a neighbouring tiiair 
Mr Sorrell summoned a waiter and had a 
heated conversation about the ownership of 
the coal The WPP chiefs cry was that this 
was somebody else’s raincoat - so where was 
his Armani raincoat? Finally foe advertising 
grandee gave up and left with foe disputed 
raincoat So who has got the real one, and is 
there anything interesting in foe pockets? 
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Grapevine all of a 

flutter over Durack 


In the top flight of jump 
jockeys in Britain, the 
Irish are dominant. Now 
the word around the 
tracks is that their ranks 
could soon be swelled by 
yet another fine talent 
from across the water. 

* ^ Seamus Durack is only at the 
start of his riding career in 
Britain, but already he is fa- 
mous in Uanspyddid. There, in 
that Breconshire village, Du- 
rack is revered as the man who 
steered an unsung local mare, 
named Flutteitoud, to victory at 
Chepstow the other day. The 
odds were 50-1 and quite a few 
of the locals had a flutter to tell 
their grandchildren about. 

Racing has its own villa ge 
and gossip is the main curren- 
cy. Durack, an amateur from 
Tipperary, has ridden nine win- 
ners so fer this season and his 
performances at Chepstcw and 
elsewhere have got the lace cur- 

, tains pulled well back, 
if At 22, he is one of the 
favourites for the amateur jock- 
eys' championship and has 
been riding for leading stables 


Wee those of Philip Hobbs, 
Howard Johnson and Veaetia 
Williams. Last Saturday, be 
rode a 7-1 shot. Secret Gift, to 
win at Windsor for Jenny Pit- 
man. Backing his mounts this 
Reason to a £1 stake is produc- 
ing a £45 profit 

Flutterbud’s trainer, Brian 
Eckley, is in no doubt that the 
reputation Durack is rapidly ac- 
quiring is deserved: “I booked 
Seamus after bearing about 
him, and then going to a bet- 
ting shop to watch him ride at 


BY CHRIS 
CORRIGAN 


Warwick. He keeps a horse col- 
lected. He rides low, which I 
like, yet he’s still effective. He 
has the gift. Horses run for him 
and J think he’ll go to the 
top." 

Durack is hims elf from a 
small place - Gooldevane, near 
Clogheen, where his father is a 
doctor. Seamus studied equine 
science at the University of 
Limerick, and puts his progress 


in the saddle down to sheer 
hard work plus a share of good 
fortune. 

“You need luck in raring and 
people have helped me get the 
breaks,” he says. After an un- 
spectacular record at point-to- 
point meetings in Ireland, he 
arrived in England last year with 
little more than a thorough ad- 
miration for top riders. In par- 
ticular, he names Richard 
Dunwoody and 1 bay McCoy, 
Graham Bradley and Jamie 
Osborne. “They’re all fine 
horsemen. They don’t just ride, 
they use their heads. Riding is 
not just to do with strength. It's 
a lot to do with attitude, and the 
jockeys I most admire ride in- 
telligently, real cool." 

His first stop in England was 
as a stable lad with Philip 
Hobbs in Somerset. In March 
this year, it was Hobbs who pro- 
vided Durack with his first win- 
ner - Orswell Lad at Newton 
Abbot. Soon, the doctor's son 
moved to Berkshire to link up 
with the trainer Dai Williams. 
"Seamus has an eye for a 
fence and horses jump so 
well for him,” Williams says. 
“He plagued the life out of 
me for some rides and, when 
he did, he was placed on 


Seamus Durack: In pursuit of elbow room in the top flight of National Hunt jockeys 


horses who had never been 
in the frame before.” 

Another astute observer 
to spot Durack early on was 
Sporting Life reporter Mick 
Connaughton, who has been 
lauding the young man's tal- 
ent for months. 

But perhaps the key fig- 
ure in his development has 
been Yogi Breisner. some- 
thing of an equestrian guru 
who has made his name in 


the Berkshire area chiefly by 
curing horses' jumping prob- 
lems. Through Jamie Os- 
borne, Durack contacted 
Breisner and came under his 
tutelage. Breisner studies 
his student's race-riding 
technique on videos and on 
the Racing Channel. 

“I call Yogi after I’ve 
been riding and he tells me 
what he thinks,” the rider 
explains. “Most of all he ad- 


vises me over the way hors- 
es jump. He’s very keen on 
getting a horse mentally 
switched on and how the 
jockey can then get the right 
response from a horse." 

Further guidance comes 
from Dave Roberts, the 
agent who also looks after 
several top professional rid- 
ers. “My ambition is to win 
the amateur title," Durack 
stresses. "After that I would 
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hope to turn professional." 

How does he account for 
the dominance of Irish rid- 
ers on British racecourses? 
“Horses are a tradition, a 
way of life in Ireland,” he 
replies. 

“The other thing is, if you 
go to a gymkhana in Eng- 
land, you won’t see any boys 
riding there - there’s only 
girls. It’s different where I 
come from." 


Sun/s stroll 
is a National 
attraction 


Susy Bay’s odds for both the 
Grand National and Gold Cup 
at Cheltenham were cut yes- 
terday after his all- th e-way vic- 
tory in the Edward Hanmer 
Memorial Chase at Haydock. 

The grey’s National price 
was reduced to 12-1 favourite 
from 16-1 by CoraL The same 
bookmakers shortened Charlie 
Brooks’ horse to 20-1 from 
33-1 for Cheltenham after his 
owner Andrew Cohen con- 
finned that he hoped Suny 
Bay would run in both races. 

JUutirokes offered Sony Bay 
at 9-2 favourite (from 12-1) for 
the Hennessy Gold Cup at 
Newbury a week on Saturday. 

Coral also cut yesterday's 
Haydock runner-up General 
Wolfe to 33-1 for the National 
after an encouraging run. 
Third-placed See More Busi- 
ness is now 33-1 from 50-1 for 
the Gold Cup. 

0 Peintre Celebre’s win in the 
Prix de PArc de THompbe 
earned the colt the Cartier 
Horse of the Year title last 
night. At a ceremony in Lon- 
don, the Daniel Wildenste in- 
owned colt beat Pilsudski, 
Singspiel and Spinning World 
to claim the award. Xaar took 
the honours as the top two- 
year-old colL 


WINCANTON 


HYPERION 

1.20 Royal Pot Black 2.50 Bear Claw 

1.50 Maid For Adventure 3.20 Nasone (nb) 

2.20 Scathe Alley 3-50 Persian Butterfly 


ting from JM Boys In a nwtcetf hsndcap over tits trip at Sundown. It was a moderate 
raca by normal Sandown standards and Rotative Chance has more on his plate infer a 
penally. Royal Pot Bteck shaped teMy wgf in e Newton Abbot marathon (Skrtof) on Ms 
hunflhg debut, running better that It nawns before weakening and being piied up. Thom 
was also a fair beginning from Etahken at Ctapstow and he may have more scope than 
fra more obvious Sea Tkrth. Selection: HOMME DE FER 


season, winning three times al Eatec He wb probably owr fra lop when contesting a 
hot novices’ hantfeap at V m Apr! an life final outing «*i mey ba usfog this as a pre- 
lude to novice chasing. Al fra sema ha s Sound to go unB In such a smaD fickl Cotonai 
Blazer, plied up in fra same Ayr ®ca as Cool Ctarmar, is two years younger and loty 
to haw more scope. He had won two amal moee In fra west country either side of frai 
Ayr n« and could um out the one they al have to beat Selection: SEATTLE ALLEY 


GOING: Good (Good lo Sort in pieces) 

• Rlght-twxl, galoping coursa a»nn of 200yd 

• Course is NE of town on B30BL Tamptecombe station (service from London, Water- 
loo) 4m ADMISSION: Members £1250 (Junior Members, 17 to 22 yearn, £650); Tatter- 
sateCfc; Couaa (and cars to course) E4. (Under-tts free kite si enclosures). CAR PARK: 

• LEADING TRAINBS: M Pipe 34 wimarafram to8 iwmare raves a success ratio of 258%. 
P Wcholte 25-124 (202%) J Gifford 1+50 (233%) P Hobbs 14-B9 (H.1%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: C Mauda S wins from 64 rides gives a success ratio of HI*, R 
Fsnani 647 (17%} N WBSamson 7-6B {KM} B Johnson S3* (25») 

• FAVOURITES: to7 whs tram 403 races (38%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Kongiss Melody (150). 


1.20 


GREAT WESTERN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 
added 2m 8f Penalty Value £3,727 

A P McCoy 


4/23-1 HHJ0TVECHANCE{11)(iq (ISsBSDcugbuf'Brmd) JKingeil 5. 

3 HI RCTVaL ACTKJN (16) (B Hare] 0 Sherwood 4 rt 5 

8 BSMXEN(l2)(PJDRoUnoa)MBradttd<5 tl 0 

CFO RVEBOYS(7)(ttsSJMdtN)Rftodges5llO 


6962 fKMME OCRS (34 (Mss MVfenca^adocQ K Bafey51t Q 

332-4 KKQSLAfO TAVERNER (29) (R Mortal] 0 Sherwood 6 d 0 

3 Ure s WOWC(za(nwFoirPBiilB-Lft] Phttte511 a. 


-JAifcCstfiy 

.A Thornton 

BPowofl 

N Wtluvoan 

.C. Honour (7) 
..G funny 


HM)- LBIEOF CONQUEST pR). (MnC A Junes) R Hodges 7H0 .TJMwphy 

Q/4BP- IBSTER GENEROSITY (258) (Cofr Coin Whadon) C Wtadon B Tl 0 DffSuSuan 

33J3-P HOWL POT BLACK (15) (A Lora) PHcbbe 6 11 0 RDuranndy 

233*2 RUU CUSTOMS (n)(lb 0km MchtarqC Bowie HO 

Pi-6 TAKE MY SIDE («1) (V8e Robots) M J Roberts 5 11 0 PNkte 


a W RA1CBURV RDGE (611) (LsotoSnoofc)L Snook 5109- 
-22623 SEATARTH (68) (FPLufl)PBo»«i6 B9.. 


„L Cnmnins (5) 
R Johnson 
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BETT1NG: 3-1 Royal Action, 7-2 Hoasns ds Far; 11-2 Relative Ounce, 132 Royal Pol Block, 6-1 
Etabkeo, 10 Take My Side, 12 LMte Wort, 16-1 Run Customer, 20 Kfogstand ftewBK MJ others 
19B& Ktatagton 7 n 0 P Hds n-2 y Gttfad) 11 mi 

FORM GUIDE 

Royal Action ran wel against Prince KJnsky over the rriWmum trjp hare on his comeback 
betora cantering rxxrtdte beat hta only serious rival over an3trtForrtwe». He ahoirt not 
have any problem with the eartra frrea turtangs and that b dearly better farm than any 
of Ns rivals has achieved, but 6 la more or tees certain HOMME DE FBI wffl co me on a 
good dasl for his second to previous wimor Brownes \M Led al Hareferd test month. 
That was Homme De Ftorti first attempt over hunfles and ha tat* a good hold and ran 
men over a trip that was almost cartaWy Inadequate He wB afa» be Uttar and wtth that 
experience can go one batter wtth another five futongs to tnmL RelsMwi Chence shared 
isa wpieefadon fertile step up ta dbtanca when making fra moat at fra fete he «n g«- 


-t en I E-B.F. TATTER SALLS (IRELAND) MARES NOVICE CHASE 
- 1 ,au l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m Penalty Value £3,357 

t PTO- CAMLLAS LH3ACY (267} (Harry T Cdte) HGobfl OG jUrJTfeHtf (5) 

2 42PP-P KOW3E5M&OOY(B) (KLDsrelCPofhenB BC SBnroughB 

3 M21-P MAD FOR ADVENTURE (16) (Qvs Etadw) Mss H Kntyit 6 1) 12 ._. BFsntoo 

4 1025 MRS EM (HA (CO) (BF) {G Z Ifai) P Nchcfe 5 1) to-— TJlfcephy 

9 253P3 STRATTON FUfEHftl) (Stuart Hc**j H Htowo7 O C BPownl 

-edsrind- 

BETTMG: 4-SUts Em, 15-8 Urid For AdMrtin, 152 StnstonRyvi. 20-1 ottwra 
1096: Kod* Pnmas 5 tl B T Desconba f!) 8-1 (C Popbam) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

There was not much between Maid For Advenbaa and URS Si over huntlu and it Is 
difflait to know how they wN tare as chasers. Maid Far Advsntue certeiniy looks the 
part and ana thrown in qUto deep at Enter on her chasing debut 16 days aga She dd . 
not make too much of a show behind Grouid Nut, always befeig behind and plied up 
before the lest, end aflhou^i she should do conskteredy bettor to this less c o mpaWve 
nice, her two hurdes wins last season warn txith arouid the two-and-frrae-quartBrrnie 
mark and this may not be a sufficient test of starrina. k*a Em wl almost certaWy get 
further, yet bo tsr el her wins —two binders and Ins' over hurdesi two flora —have al 
been over two miss. 9ie la a hofrdstar to stabiemato and winnbig chaser With impim- 
ty and Rcoly ta make her mark m a chaser this mnaon with n short- head dafaetover hur- 
das hare last month to set her 143. The race mw heve come a bit son) vdun flopped al 
Ascot soon abac Kongiee Matody and Sintton Ryar mw need ftdsn to have any chance 
end CamDaa Legacy, who Is out ot a hatfetatar to Just So (touched off in the «B4 Grand 
National) end DifraeMa'(nraMip In fra Gold Op and fourth ^ ^trthe NatiotiU In DM). Is 
Matty to do subonnU a ly bettor not* she has ttmad to chasing. . Setectta* MRS Sw 


2.50 


HAMILTON UTESTAT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£10,000 added 3m If 110yds Penalty Value £7,035 
44ZPZ- SUNt£YBAY(2iS)(pO)(B^0t<tskMriBnnaGBsber)PMfrcit n CO — TJMwpby 

-HOI DANGQt BABY (11){D) (Strati ftachgJP Bowen 7 11 V APUcCcyB 

‘ " _R Johnson B 


2.20 


TOTE BETTING SHOP HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2m Penalty Value £3,415 

1 362-06 PWZEHGHTER (B) (D) [J Won) B Lkwetjn 6 C 0 Hr J LUawetyn 

2 0C1-0 SEATTLE ALLEY (W) (D)(L8P PannacshtOPB tWbbS4 11 TT JAMcCMtry 

3 fflIPI- COUME.BLA2Hl(20«) (D) (TWBkdBcombei k*oHK«^451513 JFTWiy 

4 WTO- COOL GUWBl (216) (Tfcfiaid Pafcramj J King TV 13 -A P McCOy 

-4dMlmd- 

BETTWG: 64 SeeBM Nhf, W) Cokml Blsan; 7-2 Cool Gunner; B-1 PitzM^Mar 
1996: Montock 6 10 7 T Durante 0) 3-i (P Hodges) 4 ion 
FORM GUIDE 

Prizefighter, only 2b tower than when tmed oft at Worcester sight days ago, seems out 
□fit, though BEATTIE ALLEY ta given the vote ow the ethw two only because homey 
be Sightly straghtar. Last seasons Triumph Hude seventh subse^nntty won at Ung- 
(Wd and picked up a handcap at Haydock on Ns final outtog. Stoce then, he has ran re-. 
’ '/ on the Hat and only last month took in a hurda race in tha United States. Cool 
r showed Nmaett to be a tough end consistent partarnar In the west country last 


3 /FI IB- ffiAR &AWp5){RoafrfatosUmaBd}0 StanmodSTI 6—_. 

4 1H6U ANire LAVAL (23) (CD) {MaCJrtstc^iwWilgrtJK Balayan 4 NWHsanoo 

5 PF2UP/ FALMOUTH BAY (582) (Jamas Morton) 0 9en«xxl 8 tl 3 JAIfaCnOy 

E 14391/ BRAVE IfGHLANDER (EC!) (C) (3 N J Erifcinco*) J GHsd 9 tl 0 .PHtto 

7 1UU3S FULL OF BOJieaE (12) W piping Rating) R Hodge* 810 a RDuanedy 

8 FfiRU 8AHFSWANDO(1!9 (P)fl*aSN JEirtSricos) JGStonlTl 100 LAapsO(3) 

-adsciind- 

Mranun wgtt. 10K lhia fisndcsp might San Ramndo W 13b 

BETTO& 11-4 Bear CHw.7-2 AnM Lwd.4-1 Smley Bat, M Dsogsr BM» 7-1 Brava MgMaBdei; 
10-1 MmoMh Bqn 12-1 RM Ot Bounce, 14-1 Swi Fnwndo, 

199K Ancks LBWl (ks) 7 10 11 CODwyor 94 (K Baity) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Danger Baby being a tats non-runner leaves (tto way clear tor BEAR CLAW. He was a 
smart hudar and looked good whan wfrning a novices' chase on his first rui [you eodd 
not count an earfier mo* as ha M st tha fist) last season at Ewtac so ha cornea to hand 
early Ha was fatty hi^iy-tried ki two s^naqusra outings and CQlJd be reasonably traat- 
ed tor Ns fist ourtog in handicap company LocsBy-tramd Suntoy Bay, a standng dah 
tare to hte heyday; never once had the cut in the jfomd he needs last ssason. In the ok- 
cumtancas ta ran soma oraefctog races and frere are stfl good prfan to ba won with 
the tl-yaanold, probably vrtion tackflng longer dstancea. Andre Land won frki race first 
tima out last toaaoh ehd was going wttl when bkndering and imetotnghlB rider AChal- 
lanham on.his comeback. He aos al set tar a gUck /aappwamnce at Stmtfera two dq« 
laker uitj breaking a blood vassal In tha panda ring, but he Is another thM appreciates 
cut to the ground and he woUd go ctoae at hta best Josh Gtitanlk horses are in such 
good form that Brave HlgMendor could give a good account of rtmaetf on hs first out- 
tog since winning at Ayr to April WEB Saisctton: BEAR CLAW 


Mhhun ws^Jt rtlst True /wdcap tw^it If* Hartvvwv 8a lift. 

BETTI MG: M tasoee, 1-1 PhBrafic, 5-1 Mr Strang Gala, 1M Hescai, 7-1 Man ofThs Match, 10- 
1 Graohsm Frida 1M fWitoan Cavrfsc 16-1 Gran WanA 20-1 Tbs HorWvwe 
IMS Hghtond Jack 6 1) D R OtnMody 6-1 (A Turrel) 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

NASONE he«ts fro hamfcon on Ita first attempt cjver fences but Is by no moans ovar- 
burdened Tl* buifrer wkvw went cfcna to boating a usafut sort in Hkaricano Lamp over 
tardas at Ssndown last December and was consklared good enough to try Ns bek at 
the Chattenham FbativeL Tha stable b going so wen that a winning start over fences is a 
atnarg possUty PfaBataHe has to be a very big danger to receipt of tob after the way 

he ran beNnd stabtemate Alar Moor and Sammoreto over an ears tors and a half fur- 
longs: at fre tost meeting. He traveled bettor than the winner until the second last and 
may prefer this starter trip. He wi certaMy be straight* Ur Strong Gala dd not get 
ham In tint race and should be a lot happier with this dstanca The soi-year-oU is get- 
ting it together over tenoee and looks good fer a place at IbbsL Neseafs FontwaQ win Is 
hard to assess tn frs* ta waa soon treOng to a test-run race yet was presented wtth it a* 
ter tta departure of thB tost two in fre betthg. Man Of The Match. Mwrper tor a recenr 
spin over hurtles at Sandown. could be Ihe bettor proopect on his tfcst try over fences. 
He is bit for It Selection: NASONE 


3.50 


BATCOMBE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,248 

Sm HE KNOWS THE RULES (19) [Tha HooOvjWbd) R 9uOfcr 5 11 B .aStppkiffl 

-4BM2 PBSiAHBUTTB1Hy(2TKD)(M»KAAstaMRS»cn3aS W8 — A P McCoy 

asm DISTANT STORM (13) M P H DriRCof) B LlBWBlyn 4 tt 7 BPowelB 

4P225 MOONLIGHT ESCAPADE (13) (BF) (P 9bM) R Hodgn 6 to i R Dunwoody 

DS4-» BAAB(17)PJWDa4M)HBMar6D0 .VSWtwyB 

6P05P INDtAH CROWN (16) (R4p BucHay] NThamscri7 UD D Morris B 


OfflOP- ACMlPRMCEpaq(nABhB0r4N^kK>6«)0. 
PPPP-3 Q1SBH OF HE SUn (iq(RL Scoria) N Michel 8 D0- 


.MGi«frS(7) 
-SopMa RBciwI N 


3.20 

1 42506- 

2 aao-i 

3 4HJ30 

4 0030 

5 -tain 
B PPM 
7 W*- 

a o Pit 

e op/ap- 


TUTE BOOKMAKDtS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £5,000 added 2m Si Penalty Value £3,571 

NASQie{2iq(iohnnacMl}JGIMei1Q PWds 

MESCAF (KZ) (zq (Tn Owes) R Pom 7 Tl 1 DOHaTl 

MR STRONG GALE (1^ m(TG A CfqppeQ PMchds8t1 D TjMvpbyB 

MAN0FT1EIIMTCHrtl)<MsaaMhPa^MBJPiknBn7Da G Upton 

HGHT0WNCAKUJB1(7) (UwR Dobson) RHodgn6VC ADmwxxfy 

PWATBJC (US (P U DbW%)^ B Atoar 6 15 11 Alkomtoo 


GflANHAHPRDE(ni){IMSRBckia)KBBky7DB 

GRASS ISLAND (91Q (B6 UMHghlto C3vi BighemngJ TCassy 8 D 0 R Jafnam 

THE HBSIVORE (35q (kBa Robots M J Rttris B D 0 -P Unity (3) 

-ftdtcMrad- 


am MCKYYEARNCOMBE(iq(l3evifCkdifiaMnStod)ABBniMr5eO— XCtaamkiS(S) 
-BdaBtared- 

IMnua wabto 104 T«vfandrap mgfii:Saa98d «Jft rtfcn Gowi 9sf 5b AcMftfcq* tW2b, 
OuBon aitmSuk OttpcmambeBaBb. 

BEHTNG: 7-4 Dlitam Storm, 3-1 Ha Knows Tta Rdas, 4-1 MandgM Escepads, 1M Panian Bto- 
tBTOy, io-1 SaaB, 16-1 Gtavan ofTtw Sufe 20-1 Indtan Crown, 26-1 edws 
199b W^tanrs Wfey (USA) 5 11 « M A nzgarak) 4-1 (N Hantvson) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Although he tas awn a visor before bHare have made a tremendous rfcfference to DIS- 
TANT STORM and he toBowed hta defeat of Daman h an Exetar seler with a game win 
from Sofcflw MaJr In amfer company to Iflis af Utawtar, whom lf» fevoulto Moonlight 
Eacrereda, was more than 20 lengths back to fifth and only 6to batter m. Distant Storm 
is back to the promise he showed last Beeson and weighted to mafca it a hat-trick. He 
Knows The Rules b back in the right grade after flying a bit high at Ascot over a longer 
tripi Hta rider takas a handy 71i oft the topwefght, but Bendan Powei. on board for two 
of trie wire, opts fer Distant Storm. Poraiai ButtsrfTy was more Bra her old seif at Stiat- 
fort last ttm. then agah it was only a sotor. Setacttam DISTANT STORM 


:T 

iY 

>7 

3 



RACING RESULTS 


- * 


HAYDOCK 

1.10s 1. HILL FARM BLUES 0} Bridg- 
i, water) 16-1; 2. KMtuyn’s Pet 7-2; 3. Tm 
' Maggy 20-1 14 ran. 10-T1 lav Potter Ag*i 
Ml). 17s 'A. (WBrtabaumta Nesscfffe) Tbtec 
CBAO; B43a CL5a £2BQ Dual Forecast 
ESBfiO. CSF: ETQSa Trio: £37340 

iM: 1. SAWT C1B-(A UnW ww 
far, 2. Miss Roberto WO30; 3. Mflhmtc 
5-T 5 ran. ■«, U IF Jordan. Laamhatei). T»e 

aao-.ctsa n3a df:£zso.csf:£A57. 

2.10s 1. SUNY BAY (G Bradtey) txwo; 
2. Ganerat Wo»a »-1 : 3. See More Buof- 

oess 13-2 10 ran. 3-1 lav Eudpe pfrV U 
7. (C Brooks. LfBriboum), Tbta: E390: £220 

E 23 a £ 23 a df.- E 2 MQ csr raaBtiho- 

ast £^9Q3G Trio: E77BQ. 

2Atk 1. THROWER (C Ma uds) 

BoB Staflboy tM; 3. No Mora Haaafe 2-1 

fw. B iw. 7. hd (S BrootetawUfflrifl^ 
take: £130: MU £4» ^ £22.10 CSR 
E2UB 

3.106 1. PONGO WARINC (A Magu*^ 
EMt fev. 2. Rustic Ak 
2. 6 ran. 3, 'h- 

Ibbs £240; £160 DR ES* 1 £Ba 

340: 1. CA89RAMH ( R Garrttty) » 1: 2- 

S5KS SffiVSSSTt’tt 

Hanwtond, l^drflBhanX^Knm^^ 

E2XLSTIOQ DF: E3740L CSF: £S54L ihcea: 
Q54103 

■hHtpuC not won (ped of £3173182 car- 
riwttoniwd to Warwick todasfl. 

P to pet £54Bn Ouadpot: E7Sfla 

Pleee fc £2983a Ptaca 5: £83U 

HEREFORD 

wftsrBSsassBa« 

■SSSSSwas - 


|Oscar arrives 

The European challengers, Pfl- 
snd&ki, Caitano, Oscar 
Schindler and Astarahad* have 
arrived safely at 
course for Sunday's Japan 
Cup. But Mons, whose trip 
Japan was delayed by ate* 
meal proMem, w>B 
quarantine station until 

theinde|endent 

racincIe®? 

AAA4 1 _L 


0891 261 


WARWICK 

971 

WINCANTON 

972 

sajcmao 

973 


983 



\M: 1. SEAHAWK RETRIEVER A* J 
Tlzzanl) 3-1 fev; 2. Jason’s Boy 7-2; 3 
Northern Optimist 20-t 8 ran. 4, efist (P 
Mdnb) Km £230;£12Q MQ £230 DF: 

noea csf: ctzxa mcast emss. 

2.00: 1. GUTTERIDGE (G Tbmwy) 9- 
2: 2. South West Express 5-1; 3. 

Thomas Crown 6-112 ran. 4-1 tavGaf- 

toptog Guns. 29. Z (P Evans). TWa: 
ESflft £320, £200 £230. DF: ES2B0. CSF: 
£2833. TrlCBSt £17128. Trio: £19600 
(part won). 

2J3I0: 1. PLAY GAMES (G Hogan) 26- 
1; 2. Sherwood Boy 5-1; 3. Astral Enva- 


R1CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Brave Highlander 
(WTncanton 2-50) 

NB: Music Please 
(Warwick 330) 


sion 33- v 12 ran. 3-1 1w 
1’/s 'h. (R Lae). Tola: 


i Mood (4th). 

I'/s ’A- (R LaeV fom 

M»nn Duel Forecast £12046 CSFj! WMU 

THcasC £836656 Dfe: £55656 Non ftto- 

nara: Kumarl King, Pooh Stick, 'ferda 

Luna. 

3JW 1. WffiLSH SIIK (C Llrate^ll^O 
fav; 2. KSrmett Square S^lj^DwiTM 
Tbin B-i 10 ran. 7. 1L (D GandodoL Jem 
E2D0; £14A £«» V* 
paoaa Tricsat £19026 Trio: £3700 NR. 
Shannon 1 «t- 

3 JO: i. MYSTIC ISLE 
vanagh) 100^0: 2. Scotby 9-*tav; 3. 

idaat Partner 10 - 1 9 ran. 26 Q* 

Gaseteal TM« 2*50; £130. H50, EI^O- 
CSF: 5^056 Trio: £2080 Onty 
throe Ifnlahad. 


4JXfc 1. LATIN MISTRESS (L Curvitas) 
7-1; a Lands'. Counsel VM; X Cool 
Spring 14-1 16 ran. 7-4 fav Daisy: 8. % (P 
Mchol^ tatK £m E14Q E320 £1260 DF: 
£5730. CSF: ED236 Tria £3B2a Nan ftjrv- 
ner Ttreads 

Placepot: SmoiM. Ouadpot £3340 
PtaeaR £8131 Place *01431 

KEMPTON 

120: 1.SADLBV3 REALM (ECBtacften) 
tl-S; 2- Aflta felernattanaf 100-30; X 
Inctiydonay Boy 25-1 B ran. 9-4 fav 
HoOrham Bay (9th). I'A, 27. (P HktatK. 
Mkieheed). Ibka: GUO; £15(X £146 £616 DF: 
G60a CSR £2331. Iticssc £39081 
1-50: 1. KADASTROF (N VAvneon) 
to-11 tor, 2. KtagefoM Pat6-1;3L Nrxdnsk 

6- 1 B ran. 26 26 (R Dtekkl NewenD- TMk 
£170; £120, £330 DF 1 . G4.70CSP. EB44 

220: 1. CUNTON (N WMemsctn) 5-2; 2. 
Moiarialn Storm 64 tev; 3. Wdea 5-2. 7 
ran. a 27. (KBbIbji UnoerLambounL ‘take 
£3,70; £160, £1B0L DF; £420 CSF: £616 
250c 1. SUPER TACTICS (A Thornton) 

7- 2; 2. GNendme 10-1; X Art Prtaea 3-1 
5 ran, 7-4 fav Big Mott fWV U hd. (R Al- 
ner, Btandtonl Fdram). Tbta: £450; £140 
£2.70. DF: £2020 CSF: £2755 

620: 1. MENESQMIC (A Thornton) 54 
fsvr 2. FWr Society 10-1.-3. Act of f«h 
7-4, 6 ran. dfct, dtat. (R Wra* Btandfard Fo- 
aro).TMa: S23R £180 £300 Dft E4S0 CSFi 
£1246 

SJSfle 1. FTUBOSHIP (M A Fajgeiakfl 
3-1 tav; 2. Grooving 9-2; X Rred Earth 62. 
B ran. 6 H. IN Henderson. LamborarOTMa! 

S3.70; £140, etaa kibo. df: swa csf: 
tes& Tricast ES2sa 
pfecapob £6690. Ouadpot £16*L 
Place 6: £Bm Place 5: £2706 


WARWICK 


HYPERION 

12.55 Fljon 1^0 Green Green Desert 2.00 Rim For 
Dante 2JJ0 Speedwell Prince 3.00 L/TTLE MARTINA 
(nap) 3-30 Ginger Fox 


VjaI ETHELFLEDA’S MOUNT HANDICAP CHASE 
-^1 (CUSS P) E6.500 added 2m 


GOING: Good. 

• Left-hand oouree. fan-in of 340 yards. 

• Racecourse ta W of ctiy on B40S5 Buses from stations at Warwick 
(fei)ata Leamington Spa pm) ADM1SB1 Oft CtobCt2(« to 24-yeaK*ta 
£Q; -firitersaSs £6; Cause £5 CAR PARK: £6, 

• LEADING TRAINERS: ** Pipe 27-t)1 057%), DWchoteon 21>-91 p2%). 
HraJ Pttman Q«l (213%) N TeMon-Oavlea 11-71 (U9%) 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy T7-42 (405%) N WWarwon 16-70 (223%), 
A Megutn fe-TB puiq W Marston 10-7B (127%). 

FAVOURTTES: 66-3B7 (403%). 

BUMCEREDHRST TIME: Oakmonl (630). 


1 1E21- SUSJUE FELLOW (193) (Q N Heretefflcn 7 12 0 — MAFfegwakt 

2 Mill QRSN GREBI DEB8TT (FR) (B) (D) 0 Shanmod 6 11 13 Per) 

AUagidn 

3 2F-TB COOUSNHBtO(2D)(D)n Akw7ti 3 PI 

-Sdactarad- 

BfcTTWG: 4-5 Gmn Gratn Oesert, 7-4 Sobtare FbIok 11-2 CoiMaan Haro 


SHIPSTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£9,500 added 3 m 2t Penalty Value £6,613 

BOM BAROfCT (12) D NkMan 7 till RTtamtoii (3) 

U2P2J* HATCHAU BOV pi) D Mchotaon 7 tl 2 Al 


3 1P21-F GOD SPSD YOU fM) |0) C Mortick 8 1) 13. JRKnmgbfi 

4 PUB-4 LITTLE HARIHA (iq TO D Grasel 9 B 11 MAFtagarid 

-4dedand- 

BETTTNCfc 7-4 BvoMt, 94 Hetchan Box 8-1 God Speed You, 4-1 Little Mar- 


2.00 


12.55 


HARBURY SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m 3f 

13136/ CHARLAFRIYOLA0tM)(P)TGraMieacI9l1 1) — —LStfhwnP) 

EWta FUONflti) JAtan4117 JCNzpuuR 

/Z14P TH. E TOOM (T) MM C Cane Bit 6 DLMhyV 

40340 REACH FOR (MJOflY (7) Graham HdwSOTl 4 Mr SI 

4B254 FROMIEl FUGHT (Q) (D) MmLEkUB 7 11 4 

-W02 EDWARD SEYMOUR (42) WjMbVII 1 Tv 

43064- WSCCMNTTUUy(20fl C Jackson tZ -OS RThoationP) 

BM-D4 SR PAGEANT (E) (CO) K Mtgwtar B B 6 DBridRWferB 

1 R3BR- KBfTAVRUS WAY pSS) B De Vkari 8 13 5 CLtoealyn 

F-F435 HOWL HAND (13) R Anreon 7 B 4 Ur H Anneal V 

-23(84 J0MnUF1Ypl)Jfane6to< AMe^ike 

‘ _T Uortkeer (1) 

— Df _ ' 


‘EMMA PHIPPS FIRST BIRTHDAY HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m 3f 

1 tm- SPTOAL BEAJftflO) NHwxtaSon5 CO tfrCVJgora#) 

2 OEZ- HAHDV LASS (137) (D) J SmMi 8 1) C MrOWPInRP) 

3 vao/2 f8MRMDANlE(Z2)OHubbatl7toto AHegut® 

4 2F6S AMCHERARK(t27)ASliaa(er4 06 TBey 

5 Z23SU- SttDSWIXROSE(Ma)(Ef MMuggaifebe9to2 MAbao 

-5dectarad- 

BETTW& 11-10 Spectal Bad, 3-1 Run For Dmte, 62 Apache Piak, 6-1 Handy 
late, 14-1 Brictapak Ross 


q 3#)| ASHORNE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
. -I £2^25 added 2m Penalty Value £2,749 


1 

2 
3 

9 
to 

it 

■o 

to 
% 

to OQSPD WOOOL*NOS LADTOO(7/) P WtfwdS B0_ 

-ISdMtand- 

Mtahum mfaht; Kilt, fin f 

Dmw-sa 5fe HtaHRMW » OD. Hfaodknft t«t fi»aa fib 
BET7JNe« FrmOerFtyt, MMm TW» 5-1 RJOS; W Edaanl Seymoa^ 1B- 
1 -ME Ikon. Known* Vfa* 12-1 Rsadi For Gloiy, Vtacort TbOR 14-1 oBm* 


236] 


SWK CAPTAIN CinOHE (9) (CQ KBittgoasr ton 0- 

CPSW CtRVEL£YDMKB10Va)8DoNBflO 

DOOM WES1COAST (1 B) M 'Ub 6 T) D-. 


.MrHOMmr 


VARLEY HIBBS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

/221-U BOURBON COflllY (1^ M» S Wfal 7 O tt TBay 

MR/1- DAWNBMADBH(2S3){0)DCenetoto toUaky 

/P2-B GRARMR (12) (D) P RKhera 7 D 12 Cl 


30T-FP HANA8IS (IR) (12) (OQ S BracMaw 6 to to S Wynne 

*S$- lOlERSFORD (2SB){0) NGssvtoStolS WMantan 

B220-5 OPERETTO(15) Ms S Nock 7 to to „_J R Kavwegh 

OP- 102 ROSSSJ-lSUICfif) khi J Fftnan fl 10 12 RF mmt 

WM SPCTWHLPHMrantoNTv«ki>Ctotas7toto CLtavnlyn 

U3F0B ZATTOON (B) (C) (BF) D Mdwfeon 6 to "E AMaptaeB 

SKIP- ARTEIIC PLAN p44) RAkwStoll P Holey 

S2& HBIHDRSE (1B4) Mas A HovardOappel to to 11 HrLJMtanl 

3- KMDO(AfMRD1207)liksL^tor5to11 

DID- KHOCKKUT LADY (303) A Foster SO 7 

-ttetadared- 

BETTMG:7-4ZMDan 3-1 DobmI tatand, 7-2 Spaedwid Prince, 8-1 GntonL 10- 
1 Mtaritwri , 1»i M m e rti ,20-3 Dsaaiwada; Operate. AfttaflcPIai, Hathom, 
25-1 ottwre 


i 

4QM A13WEV PILOT (12) R Peacock S t) to __ 


2 

P- BQLDBKTB1(P175 ja*fcg. «1Z 


3 

0 COASTGUARDS HB« (45) UUter 4 to to- 



0 EAGLE CANYON ^ FJcatal 4 to C 



58 aA-YfeMOU (1 BJS Dd*4 « P_ _ 



H. DD P miens 7 to to.. . _ 






4F/ GRATEBRirBHptoQ J Akn5to12 



HAIMANERROR ffST) G McOcut 7 B B 



0P4 HfGHTBQniXTOI TO) L GrasaUt 7 to 12 

.W Hasten 







to 

GS42S- MUSIC PLS>BEfl9S) MsaVWaraSMB- 

R Thornton 




to 

P- STB1AR LBE (IQ() M Rdglasa 4 V 12 

CUMBlyn 

17 

to 

04 THEKB1RYLEKEKI (&f N Chenee 4 to 12 
332 TOMCA (IQ D GendaBs S to to - 

MAFfageoid 

— Allegata 


-BCaflod 


VBVET JOWS (F44) G CtartaeJoies 4 to to. JHr A CharireJooM 

20 8D4-P CAPSOFF (12) G Htibad 4 to 7 SWyme 

21 POO DAUGHTER Bt LAW (7) MsaCCaoa4to7 DLaMty 

22 DFP StSSWGHURST H.YS1 (14) R Octal 5 V 7 XAbpuu(3) 

-22deetared- 

BEniN& 52 Ginflar fin; 4-1 Unto, W BBkf Butter, 8-1 Utato Ptasae, Oob 
UvWy, 10-1 H ak rananoc 12-1 Tta Kerry Ledganri. Capsoft, 1H ofrea 


S EDGEFIELD 


-SlkytarP) 
. — RGuMt 
A Dubbin 


HYPERION 

1.10 CnUtHOV w?™ U™ SEJSS 


J2SM3S™ «■ - <*»» 

sSss3s?a«waasSfflSff 

ssa- easttiSsiSS555 SSS5ETV 

— - ■ — - -- n7U 


4 1P-QU4 GONE ASHORE (8) (D) M Bares 0 « 8_ 

5 6/0234 XAJPFIL (13) (CD) N MBSOnS to 7 

0 FV3SP0 WED BROOK fW)(Bf) Bason 7 tt 7_ 

7 -Z32P4 CAflD0BBI«P)JBW%3O7 

a fsf-64 cwculahon p) ( cd) d ucCtn hob. 

-adsdared- 

BETTmG: S-4 Chore* Lkw, 3-1 VWtki Rama, 4-1 C3routaOao, 11-2Ttw 0W OTJoe- 
nM, 132 Cantendav 7-1 UMptte, 14-1 Son Ashore, 15-1 WBrf Brook 


BETTMG: 4-5 tend CRy; 52 D'Arbtay snaat, 5-1 Cunbortand Bhm, 12-1 Ota 
Ota. 15-1 Dak Oak, 25-1 Wodtap, as-1 otim 


>CMcOamacr(7) 
B Storey 


3.10 


jCB^han P 4 ®** J ***** 13-70 

wteoredv 


£2,500 added 2m if 

aza-a sttonoj»«(ti)WMSou«^912o 

B2M BAHfflni}SCtarti8l2a_- ' 

"CL.. uraaK rt® G U MOOS 6 Tl 9— 


WA STEPHENSON MEMORIAL NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS C) £8,000 added 2m 5f 

42M1 irauOTtHDWJTtaiwailA .RSuppto 

RGont 


|2J0 


(Vt TTWN THAI (41) (!^N Mston ATI 4 

38068 AMIMnCptyiBqFIAIanBSB 

PPPPR BSTS»(7T8)JBaRby8t)to! 

0PW3- HAflFDBCBHT (21B (CO) 


-BBiony 


CHcCoreacfcfT) 

MRantayetoto Fltaa 

PZPCfil 0LDALE(835)(C) JCuto? DC J Catalan B 

M Foster 


TTTH- TRBW£ (21^ (COJ C TTnmon S 17 E_ 


13308 QWCtSG0RSE(14)(D) ■/‘taftaracnStofl ^MteehwPJ 

30085 DAWN kBSSiON (tl) (BF) T ETOorby 5 toll RGantByB 

a-Tiat ED0fDANCa(T7)TO JHawd Jchn3tr5CT1 A Dobbin 

-10 declared - 

BETTIMG: 11-4 THbune, 3-1 Harttacant.MTairiTtal, 134 Lfctwoft Daw MU- 
lion, 7-1 Admtie, 5-1 Edan Danar; 10-1 odws 


REGAL SUNDERLAND STADIUM NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 3m 3f 
110yds 

FPD/PO BUWa®fBOY(9)Dlart>7toB JBate 


DBMS GH£N(a)(BRUiiMtawtay6Vto- 




6634- HBH WUJCARDQCQ (348) JHdhkJ Jettison 9 1) to ._J) Mur 

9S04J* JUTDUCHE(lD5CM£St) 

1FM0 SKY nUWB (48) M lkJra«K6 O to WDvanV 


SLfSm JACK (F14) R Ffrtty 9 « U . 
P040IB WUBftTO (11) Bfthrtl7V ID., 


M BADGER HEL (3S) Mss 5 W9tamm 4 10 9 . 


JCMaghan 
_R Supple B 
-fawfe 


0 C0tSNAWWAJGE(ll)MSca«ty4to9 C McCormack (7) 

SOP* KRAUNQEN(9) NCharbafcaiBttS. B Storey 

0204-4 U5STREpD)G Richards 010 5 ADofafafai 


00034 GAUTBYHBIPSafa) [13) GM Moon 4 04. 

-12 dectartd- 


JiBan% 


BETTWGE7-4 LocKta, 94 GsJen, 5-1 Staler Jack. 7-1 Irish YfikScard, 51 Gad- 
by H«4iMka4 W Kr*W 33-1 at tare 




D Part* 

MesHCtark^ 

-THoflaP) 

-J Supple 

J) Barter 


2.40 


COUN MACANDRHW MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (AMATEUR RIDERS) (CLASS F) 
£4,000 added 3m 3f 


3.40 


SEDGEF1ELD PADDOCK BOOKMAKERS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 
2m If 


s aw- w.revw. — 

ffi ss^JSSSOt — ™ 

6PB- 


P/m- WUOBtf (107) UaJ Storey BB7 
664UP DAItiCOAK (7) (C) J CutaTI toB. 


rC Storey (5) 
JMS&atan 



43 -TB ETBJMULOTYdfleBUretlJflTffl-., ~ — »« Bratamo p) 

MOSS FAHBLAYSTRffiTp)(CD) WKonpBTI 5 Ik S DurtC* (7) B 

2I-U36 OMBBRANDBUESflB) AJLodo«iod8l15JllBiADaiiiBl(7] 

3PLS3U OLE OLE (71) (C) (AaEIAanop H H 2. ltrAPato»(7)V 

P0TO3 SHOUAN (9) JtakdsBli7 MrJCrewtay (7) 

4F5/45 HICKSONS CHOICE (40) JlteOe 9 10 7 MtaePflQ&*on(5} 

-DdacireBd- 

Unitmae&tltotTti Thm)mtimr<rt^Sh^Hiimir*Chcinatt4b. 


1003 GLENUGfi: (160) (CD) G M Moore 6 to 0- 


Ji 


ROSSIAN RASCAL (20) T&stertiy 4 till. 
MF142 BUT^flT) (CD) MaJBrOwfl8ti7. 


.ECNtaghenp) 


5-1222 PWTlAfflJ SQUIRE (IT) (D)(BF) J Jeftnon B 11 4 . J( K Gntfr (7) 

2531-8 SrtUSHBDB1WLp1)(CC)TO9DaiMitinO PMren 

30W GENERAL'S QflDBtS (15) (C(^ J Timer 6 118 Rteffle 

nmcrai(1^C&wt6fl2 JIDoUm 


-54506 RU8SUW(13)MtaKLaitoStoO -Jba 3 Unto (7) V 

-ffdadamd- 

Mnkram aag/t ifla 7J£i True taneftap aeehc FUMbvM2M. 

BETTINGk 52 RuaMaa Rased, 3 <i 93MiteureM, 4-1 Patoaod8iwka,52Be- 
res, 5-1 Oerogie, 18-1 Ktaiehsm, 33-1 ottm 
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Burns' talent may be decisive force in RAC Rally and title race 


The young British driver, Richard 
Bums, could play a key role in 
the destiny of the 1997 World 
Rally Championship. And a good 
performance, as he teib 
Deride AUsop, would mark him out 
as a future winner of the event 


Aii about him the talk is of the Wbrid 
Championship conundrum, of Colin 
McRae and To m mi Makinen. When it 
comes round to him, the question is how 
he might influence the title issue at next 
week’s Network 0 RAC Rally. 

Richard Burns politely and dutifully ac- 
knowledges he has “a job to do" for his 
team, and therefore for his team-mate, 
Makinen, when be sets out from Chel- 
tenham on Sunday. But he is palpably a 
young man with his own agenda. 


He reasons: “The best way I can help 

the team is by going out and winning the 

rally and ensuring Colin doesn’t That 
would obviously be the best result for me 
also and I have no doubt I can do it,” 
Bums’ personal ambition is an in- 
triguing sub-plot in the final act of the - 
World Rally Championship. The main sto- 
ryline features Makinen, and his endeav- 
our to retain his title in the face of a revived 
challenge from McRae, the man with 
home advantage. 

Makinen, the 3£year-oId Fmn, requires 
only a point from the British event and even 
that would not be necessary if the 29-year- 
old Scot failed to win the three- day trek. 

The Mitsubishi team, based at Rugby, 
are hoping Bums can apply sufficient prcs^ 

sure to break McRae and turn the rally into 

an lap of honour for Makinen. However, 
you sense the 26-year-old Englishman, fa a 
mite ill at ease cast as the destroyer. 


. Burns said: “In all honesty I can’t see 
Ibmmi wanting any help from me or any- 
one else. You could get a situation where 
I’m running in sixth place and he's sev- 
enth going into the last stage, ia which case 
I could give way, but I can’t see that at- 
nation arising. 

“Thnnni and Colin are very similar in 
terms of ability and style. You would have 
to put your money ou Colin to win this 
rally because he’s good under presrare and 
he's always extremely quick on the RAC. 

“But although the RAC is one of the 
most unpredictable rallies in the cham- 
pionship and anything can happen, I be- 
lieve there fa no way Tbrami will finish out 
of the top six, and that's all he needs to 
be concerned with.” 

Bums' championship sights are cm next 
year and the years beyond. Long identified 
as a potential contender, be trade hfa World 
Rally Championship debut in 1990 and be- 


came the youngest winner of the British 
championship m 1993, at the age of 22. 

T3> prove himself the best in the world 
he must have a regular drive-andhe has 
reinforced his claims with oonsfatendy com- 
petitive performances' froma limited pro- 
gramme this season. He has driven the 
Carisma GT in only seven of the 13 ral- 
lies yet has five top four finishes, includ- 
ing second place on the Safari, and seventh 
. position in the champ ionshi p standings. 

Success in the RAC would provide the 
perfect finale to the year and perhaps a 
defining influence on his career. Not least 

Vrar aire-- it might us bw him from theshad- 

ow of McRae. His best result in the event 

isthe third he achieved two years a^i, but 

that went almost unnoticed as his col- 
leagues celebrated the ultimate triumph. 

A change of the RAC RaDy route, cen- 
treing on Cheltenham racecourse and 
eliminating the fabled northern tracts, such 


as Kjelder, has met with a mixed reaction 
but has Bums’ approval 

He said: “We’ve still got a lot of chal- 
lenging stages in Wiles, though, and Fve 
always gone well through the Welsh forests. 

“I know some people considerit ft big 
loss not to have. Kielder, but Ted sure the 
rally will be far from straightforward. It 
will be tough, it wffl be very competitive, 
and I think it will be very interesting. 

“I’m not the only driver who could be 
patting pressure on Colin. Both Carlos 
■Sam?, and Juha Kankkunen at Ford can 
go all out for the win without any pres- 
sure on them. There could well be a cou- 
ple of Tbyotas m there as welL* 

Which suggests Makinen would be ad- 
vised not to drag his heels. “I don’t think 
he will," Bums says. “The Lancer is a car 
design er! to be driven fiat out. not 83 per 
cent If he dilly-dallies it won’t work prop- 
erly. And if you are concentrating reality 



Burns: *1 have no doubt I can win’ 


well, which you have to, it is very difficult 
to go too slowly." 

Burns has no such dilemma. “1 have a. * 
very clear objective. I'll be giving* eveiy-> ■ 

thing from first to lasL I know I can win and . 

I know that if I drive well it can happen.” ; 


FOOTBALL 


Francis the latest victim of quick-fix mentality 


The resignation of 
Gerry Francis from 
Tottenham yesterday 
means that only seven 
Premiership dubs have 
the same manager they 
had two years ago. Time, 
the crucial element in 
team-building, no 
longer seems an option. 
Qenn Moore examines the 
reasons. 


“In the modern game I don’t 
think Alex Ferguson would 
have lasted the three years he 
did before winning a trophy at 
Manchester United." This sen- 
timent, expressed yesterday by 
Gerry Francis, has become the 
mantra for departing managers 
everywhere but that does not 
make it any less relevant. 

In late 1989, early in the 
fourth year of Ferguson's reign, 
Manchester United were 15tb 
in the table and under intense 
pressure from fans and press to 
change the manager. Ferguson 
survived to prosper but it is hard 
to imagine he would do so 
now. Managers at the big Pre- 
miership dubs face more stress- 
es than ever. The hype is 
massive and it is not only fans 
who want success overnight. 
Chairmen and players also 
want to be associated with suc- 
cess and, at dubs like Spurs and 
Manchester United, there are 
the added pressures of a stock 
market listing. The job has 
also expanded post-Bosman, 
with managers needing to be 
aware of players world-wide. 

"There is no football man- 
ager I know that cannot take 
the job home." Francis said yes- 
terday. “It is a 24-hour-a-day 
job. You are always doing 
something, you are on the 
phone or something’s happen- 
ing. You cannot get it out of 
your head." 

Alan Sugar, the Tottenham 
chairman, said the pressure 
starts in the media in July “be- 
fore we even kick a balL 


The eyes have it: Gerry Francis, with the Spurs chairman, Alan Sugar, in the background, announces his resignation yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


“It affects players and has 
brought Gerry’s resignation. 
He believes physically and tech- 
nically it is not possible [to 
change things] because of the 
snowball effect. If he put a mask 
on and called himself Francis- 
co Geraldo and came back 
here tomorrow I can assure you 
things would turn around im- 
mediately. This is a matter of 
psychology, of pressure, not of 
skills." 

Francis, citing poor results 
and newspaper speculation as 
a cause of that pressure, added: 
“I don’t have to play football so 
r m not playing under pressure, 
but if I were to leave it would 
relieve it." 

Francis decided to resign af- 


ter the home defeat by Leeds 
on 1 November. A section of the 
crowd called for his departure 
after the game, during which 
Spurs were abject, and his soul- 
searching in the past-match 
press conference hinted at his 
inner turmoil. Sugar talked him 
out of resigning then but, after 
a 4-0 defeat at Liverpool the fol- 
lowing week, Francis insisted 
The subsequent delay was in- 
tended to ensure a smooth suc- 
cession which would have been 
achieved had it not been for 
leaks at the Swiss end. 

Bath intimated that sup- 
porters’ pressure also influ- 
enced events, notably the 
signing of David Ginola. “We 
needed somebody who would 


go past players," Francis said. 
“That's Spurs. When we were 
winning a lot of games 1-0 a 
couple of seasons ago, getting 
in the top three, people were 
complaining there wasn’t a lot 
of flair. I knew tracking back 
and defending wasn’t David's 
greatest strength but as a man- 
ager you think you can change 
players.” 

Sugar added of Francis: 
“Pressure was being brought to 
bear by people who wanted 
entertainment - if he'd stuck to 
his principles we would not be 
here [in the valedictory press 
conference] today." 

Francis’ bleak recent mood 
matches Ferguson’s in late 
1989. “I turned into something 


of a hermit. . . 1 wouldn’t go out 
anywhere... I felt some sort of 
traitor to the United support,” 
he later wrote. But he added: 
“I didn't let it influence my de- 
cisions when picking the team, 
no matter what the outside 
pressures." 

Ferguson, 11 years at Old 
Trafford, and Joe Kin near near- 
ly six years at Wimbledon, are 
the only Premiership managers 
to have held their post for four 
years. Thirteen of the 20 have 
been in the job less than two. 

In business, such a man- 
agement turnover would be 
inconceivable so one wonders 
why chairmen, who are usual- 
ly businessmen, sanction It in 
football. They are, at least 


coining to recognize that the job 
fa too big to be run the old way. 
Christian Gross, Francis’ suc- 
cessor, will surely foDow the 
guidelines established by Ruud 
Gullit and Aisfrne Wenger and 
concentrate on coaching and 
identifying new players. 

Gross comes well recom- 
mended, but has a considerable 
task on his hands. “[My reign] 
fa not a success," Francis con- 
cluded, “because I have not woo 
anything. I have gone closer 
than one or two people but that 
fa not good enough. It isn't easy. 
It fa 36 years ance they won the 
title here and they have had 
some great players, bad some 
great managers and spent a lot 
of money." 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Milosevic still happy at Villa 
despite Napoli interest 


Yesterday 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE Spitt- 
ing Challenge Cup second round: 
Postponed: Famborouflh v Hare fo rtL 
THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP First- 
round replays: Postponed: Dulwich 
Hamlet v MfeOng; Brighton v WfaWng. 

Tuesday’s late results 
COCA-COLA CUP Fourth round: Ar- 
senal 1 Coventry C3ty 0 (after extra Sms),- 
Derby County 0 Nswcastfa Utd 1; Leeds 
Utd 2 Beading 3; Liverpool 3 Grimsby 
Town 0; Mttfesbrourti 2 Bolton Wan- 
derers 1 (aetl: Oxford Utd 1 1sswfch T«vn 
2 (aeO. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
First Dfrbton: Bradford City 1 Sheffield 
Utd 1 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Second Division: Bournemouth 2 
Southend i; Bristol City 2 Plymouth At- 
gyte 1; Burnley 1 MSwal 2; CarSste 0 
Chesterfield 2; Pulham i 'taric Ctty 1; 
CHEnqhsm 1 Bteckpool 1; Northampton 
4 Brentford 0; Preston 1 Bristol Rovers 
a Watford 2 Oldham 1; Wycombe 0 
Wrexham a 

P W 
-18 O 


2 Notts County Q; 
Orient 0; Exeter 1 


n 1 Leyton 
' E Hartle- 


pool 2 Rochdale 0; Lincoln Ctty 2 Don- 
caster 1; Rotherham i Scunraxps 3; 


13 

p 

Peterborough -.18 

Exeter -18 

Notts County — 18 

Lincoln City — 18 

Sc un thorpe — 18 

Barnet 19 

Hartlepool — .-16 
Scarborough — 18 

Chester — 18 

Colchester— — IS 
MacdesffeM — fa 

Shrew sb ury W 

Rotherham 18 

Torquay fa 

Cardiff * 

Leyton Orient -18 

Mansfield 18 

Cambridge — IB 

Rochdale IS 

P ar flngton fa 

-18 
-18 


a to 
B 3 


« 11 
6 5 


Bristol City — fa If 

MlttwaU 17 9 

Northampton — IS 8 

YOfh 18 8 

Chesterfield 18 7 

Oldham 18 7 

W rex ha m 17 7 

GOHngham— 7 

Blackpool .» 

Bournemouth _fa 
Bristol Roms -fa 
Fulham fa 



Southend 
Burnley- 
WalsalL 
Luton - 
Caifista ... 
Brentford 


L F APta 

2 32 1242 
4 29 S36 

4 25 1731 

3 22 1231 
525 2129 

4 20 1828 

5 30 2527 

5 » 2026 

6 24 2326 

7 27 3025 

5 19 1825 
fi 24 2424 
fl 19 024 

8 fa 1022 
7 28 2921 

6 17 1721 

7 23 2B1B 

8 23 2719 

3 10 17 3418 
8 7 fa 2317 
5 8 18 2317 
5 8 17 2717 

4 10 21 3216 
4 fa fa 31 18 


Hull 

Brighton 

Doncaster 


L F APIs 

2 35 1834 

3 26 1833 
3 2B fa 33 

3 19 1433 
A 24 2030 
5 29 2*29 

2 26 1328 
7 29 2727 
7 27 2427 
5 27 2427 

4 26 fa 26 
7 29 2725 

5 28 2726 
S 26 2529 

3 IB 1823 

7 fa 1823 

8 24 2322 
8 6 25 2620 
2 10 21 2420 
7 7 23 2719 

2 11 20 2917 

3 H 23 3515 
6 10 13 2712 
6 12 12 « 8 


1 ; ■&iwwrth 8 Gtastoy Ftowra 3 Midland 
Division: Bedworth 1 Htocktoy Utd 3; 
Bteton 2 Iheston 2; BtakmaU 4 Corby 2; 
Moor Green 1 Stoutoridge 1 ; Redcrah 5 
Sutton Cddfitt 1 ; Stafford Reraeis2 Sol- 
huB Borough t Southern DIv&on: Wit- 
ney l Trowbridge 1 ; Yhte 1 Newport AFC 
2 . 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
Division: Dbs 0 Lowestoft 2: Efy 2 New- 
market 1 ; fiakartwn 1 Bury Ttwm 1; Hah 
Stood 1 Febst(M04; l-Bston 2 Stowmaifcst 
0; Sutoury Town 1 Harwich & Rartoston 
0; Ttotree 2 Sudbury Wanderers 4; War- 
boys 1 Soham 3; Woodbridge 1 Clacton 
1 : wroham o Gorteston 0 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE 
First DMsfcuc Buracough 0 Mossfsy 0; 
KUsgreve Athletic 5 Mafie Road 2; Sal- 
ford 4 Prescot Cables a 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Hatfield Main 1 Uvw- 
sedgel 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Division: Boston Town 
2 MkrleaatHacta*ona3; Bourns 3 Stam- 
ford 5; Cogcnhoe 0 Ford Sport) 0; Ey- 
nesbury 0 Patton 1; Lang Bucfcby 2 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 


GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE SpeW- 

— — 9 dq) second round: 

li ft Morecambe 3 Leek 2; 

UMBOND LEAGUE Premier DMstorc 
Bfyth Spartans 0 Emlay 2. First Divi- 
sion: MaBoek2 Lincoln Utd 3; Worksop 

0 Baber & Unif Hla First Division Cup 
first round: Gratna 2 Waridngton 0; 
Netherfietd 0 Great Harwood 2 
HYMAN LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Kkigstontan 3 Gravesend & Northtat t 
First Division: Beriehams t ed 1 Wem- 
bley 2\ Wokingham 1 Grays 2. Second 
Division: Bf8irttTBe4 Banstaad 0: Mb£ 
low 4 Windsor 8 Eton 1; Northwood 0 
WivenhoeS: Tooting S fcfcetem2 Brad{- 
nel a Third Division: Rackwel Heath 

1 Cantoerieya Gusrttai iMiaanraQB 
second round: Handon 2 Canrey Island 
4; Aveteyl Basingstoke a Full Mam- 
bars Cup first round: fflehto 1 Bore- 
ham Wood 2. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE PremtarDM- 
siarcAlftarstoire 3 Rottweli; Dorchester 
0C>anteyT:Gk5«»sterCJty4&pmsgwg 

RorereZ: Habswai Tbjn 1 Burton AJ- 
tfon 1 ; Nuneaton Borough 0 Kings Lym 


Corby 3 WaCngborougti Tbwn 1 
INTERLINK EXPRESS Midland Afi 
lance: Hatesown Manias 3 Banrafi 2. 
<^BERT LEAGUE CUP Second round 
first leg: Barry Tbwn 2 Rhayader a 
CALOR COUNTY ANTRIM SHIELD 
Ftret round: Baftmwa utd 2 Balyetare 
Comrades 3; Bangor 1 Ctftonvlle 2 
1: Crusaders 3 Newiy Tbwn 2 (aet); 
;rv0 Santonin 0 (Seflr Dundela 5 
Carrie* Rangers 3: Dungannon Swifts 1 ' 
Lama 5; Untold 2 KBytaagh ft Ported- 
own 4 Ante 2. 

KARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND CUP SemHkwl flrat leg: 
DundaB 0 Shetoouma t 
DUTCH CUP: Rods JC Kartaade 1 \feen- 
dam 0; PSV Bndhoran amateurs 3 TW> 
star jnaWsn 4 

GERMAN LEAGUE: Boruarrie Dortmund 

2 wafsbug 1 : WWer Bremen 2 Schata 
i ; Kartaiiw i Sodun 1 : Dubburg 3Ham- 
buga 

DUTCH LEAGUE NAC BredaO WBsm I 
TOuga 

BBjGSAN LEAGUE Lflfflfflel SAndertecM 
2 

ITALIAN CUP Third round second tog: 
htemaztonaieQ Piacenza 1 1 hgg: 2-1). 


Aston Villa are ready to sell 
Savo Milosevic, after Napoli 
tabled a bid for the Yugoslav in- 
ternational. 

The VUIa manager, Brian 
little, was thought to be re- 
luctant to let the 24-year-old 
striker leave, with Villa travel- 
ling to Romania to face Steaua 
Bucharest in the third round of 
the Uefa Cup on Thesday, but 
he knows he faces the prospect 
of Milosevic leaving on a free 

transfer next summer under the 
Bosnian ruling. 

. . “We have to talk to Napoli 
and see if there is an out- 
come," Little said. Officials 
from the Italian club, who are 
second from bottom in SerieA , 
were in Birmingham yesterday 
for talks. However, the player, 
it seems, may not be teen to 
play ball. 

“No one has contacted me 
from Napoli, and I don’t want 
to go there," Milosevic said. 
“That fa what I will tell them if 
they ask. I am quite happy to 
stay with Aston Villa, because 
I am playing well and believe 
that the team can improve." 

Nottingham Forest have re- 
leased their Italian striker, An- 
drea Sflenzi The First Division 
leaders are believed to have 
paid the former international 
about £150.000 to sever his 


contract, which was due to ex- 
pire at the end of this season. 

The 31 -year-old, who scored 
just two goals in 20 appearances 
for Forest following a JEl.Sm 
move from Torino in 1995, has 
been in Italy since last season, 
when he joined Venezia on 
loan, but the deal was not 
made permanent 

The Blackburn Rovers and 
Scotland midfielder, Billy Mc- 
Kinlay. has signed a new four- 
year contract at £wood Park 

“I am delighted to sign this 
new deal," McKinlay said. “I 
feel settled here and there fa 
clearly a tremendous appetite 
for success.” 

Bruce Grobbelaar said he 
wilt not take up an offer to 
coach Zimbabwe’s national 
team unless the Zimbabwe 
Football Association guarantees 
his salary. 

The former Liverpool goal- 
keeper, cleared earlier this year 
on match-fixing charges, said 
ihat he had been offered a job 
as senior team coach. “I have 
advised them I will not accept 
it until there fa money to pay 
me," he said. 

Grobbelaar was player- 
coach of his national team on 
a caretaker basis last season. 

Newcastle to stay at St 
James’ Park, page 27 


Iranians leave 

Venables 

fuming 

Terry Venables claimed 
yesterday his Australian 
team have been treated 
with a lack of respect over 
the scheduling of their 
crucial World Cup quali- 
fier play-off first leg 
against Iran - and the for- 
mer England coach fa also 
unhappy with the state of 
the pitch for the match in 
Ibhran on Saturday. 

Venables, whose team 
will not be able to fly into 
Iran from Dubai on the 
morning of the match due 
to a hastily arranged ear- 
ly kick-off said: Tve been 
tearing my hair out the last 
10 days. It’s just unbeliev- 
able that we’re left in a po- 
sition where we don't 
know what's going oo. It’s 
a lack of respect, really, to 
us, leaving us tike this." 

“The surface is not 
good," Australia’s coach 
added. “These sort of 
things are a must at this 
level of world football. If 
one thing’s got to be right, 
it’s got to be the surface. 
It’s far from right, what 
they’ve done to us." 


Old Trafford men 
on award list 



Five Britons, eight Germans 
and eight Italians were among 
the 50 players named by the or- 
ganisers , France Football mag- 
azine, as candidates for this 
year's European Footballer of 
the Year award. 

The Germans include the 
1997 winner Matthias Som- 
mer, Jurgen Kohler, Andreas 
Molier and Karlheinz Riedle - 
now with Liverpool - who were 
all in the Borussia Dortmund 
side that won the European 
Cup in May. 

Portugal’s Paulo Sousa, a 
fifth member of the European 
Cup-winningade, fa also on the 
list, as is VfB Stuttgart's Bul- 
garian midfielder, Krassimir 
Balakov. 

There are six members of 
the Juventus side beaten by 
Borussia, inducting the French- 
men Zinedine Zidane and Di- 
dierDeschamps, and tbe Italian 
striker Christian Vieri, now 
with Atletico Madrid. Other 
Italians in the list include 
Chelsea's Gianfranco Zola, 
Alessandro Del Piero, Enrico 
Chiesa and Filippo Jnzaghi 

The trophy could go to a 
non-European for the second 
time in three years -the Liber- 
ian striker George Weah won 
in 1995 - as Internationale's 
Brazilian, Ronaldo, the reign- 
ing world player of the year, is 
the favourite. 

Ronaldo heads a group of six 
Brazilians including the Span- 
ish-based Rivaldo, Sonny An- 
derson, Juninho and Roberto 
Carlos and the veteran former 
captain of Brazil Rai of Paris 
St-Germain. 

The South American entry 
fa boosted by Fiorentina's 
Gabriel Batistuta and Heman 
Crespo of Parma, tbe rivals for 
the main striker's role in Ar- 
gentina's World Cup side. 


But, despite the progress of ' 
African football and Weah’s 
1995 triumph, there is onfy - 
one nominee from Africa, -jf. 
Monaco’s Nigerian forward- , 
Victor Ikpeba, currently the top. 
scorer in tbe French First Di-. : 
vision. Weah, third in the Fife 
poQ in January, is not among 
the 50 after a poor year for his . 
dob, Milan. 

Newcastle United’s! Eng- 
land striker Alan Shearer, sec- 
ond in the Fife poll and third ; 

' in the Golden Ball vote last - 
year, has, tike Summer, had his. ■ 
season disrupted by injury, di- . 
minlshing his chances of win- 
ning the vote. i. 

Including the .departed- . " 
Ronaldo and Laurent Blanc, 
now with Marseilles, the dub. ; 
with the most nominations, is i 
Barcelona with eight. - ^ \ 
Paulo Sousa, his compatri-- 
ot LuisFigo of Barcelona and 
Manchester United's Welsh ' 
winger Ryan Giggs are the 
only nominees with no chance ; 
of playing in next year’s Wbrid 
Cup finals in France. Both Por- 
tugal and Whies failed to quaL 
ify. 

EUROPEAN FOOTBALLS! OF THE YEAR 
SHORTLIST Anderson Monaca/Bnreolora '. 

(Bra): Butakov VfB Stuttgart Battrtt--. 

. la Rarentha (Arg); BMhfMin Mantfvetor Utd ' 

(Bifl: Berakamp Amoral (Natffl; BorMIUd- 
non (Gen; Btonc Benatona/Mareafes pi: 
CMesa Parma (It): Creapo Rama (Aig) ; D». 
to Pete Barcelona (Sp); Del Ptoro Juwnfua 
(It): Do acha mpa Jwgnms (ft}; DjorttaBfffr- c « 

tonaitanate (Fn; Fanara Juwrtus M: FIbo 

Barcelona (Fwj: Powtar Liverpool (Eng); 

90S* Manchester Uld (WaQ; Htestar Kari- 
aruhe (Gart; Hebnor Boyem Minich (Geft W- 
•rro Real Mad ifcl (Sp): ‘ftpefta Monaco ■ 
fffcjerta): tozapM Atabrna/Juventoa (It); Jw- 
w» (VwaeebrouofVAiteUco Madrid (&*); 1 
lONer Borussia Dortmund (Gar): Martnaz . 

aeaagj^a>g.wMWMjBtf-. 

woaer boom m Dortmund (Gar); PaflBuc* . 
kftaiwAjiBie ^ftMjto SouBaBomsafaDGrV 


mund 

Metz 


Juventus pi): l — 

Parts St Germaki (Bra); Gon- , . 
— - - - -- _Jrkl (Sp); Rtedki Bcvusda Don? 
JWKWJverpool (Get); Rfvaldo Qeporttvo La.' 
CwtitoyBarcetana (Bra); Carlo* Fteel Madrid ' 

1: Ronaldo Barcebna/Mamattnala 
U S*™"*’ Bonrota Dortnuid (Gar): . 
netdial Manchaater liMJDen); S a c dort -e 
Been Madrid (Noth); Snl Barcelona (Sp): % 
Shearer Norcaafa Urd (Eng); Sftammatarul 
Rosenborg Trondhobn (Nor): Suker Reel 


Madrid (CKM);TTian Sctnfce 04 (Gert; tW 
ram Parma (Ft); Vtori Juventa/Aaetico MBGktd. ■ 


(M; WHgM Arsenal (Eng); Zidane Juventus' 
(ft); Zo£ Rarma/Chstow (K) 


Brazil’s nutty fixture list 


Premiership managers always 
seem to be complaining about 
fixture congestion in the Pre- 
miership. but they can count 
themselves fortunate they are 
not playing in the Brazilian 
league. One Brazilian club. 
Atletico Mineiro, could be 
forced to play two matches on 
the same day next week. 

The Atletico president, 
RauJo Cury, said yesterday that 
bis attempts to get at least one 
of tbe matches changed to a dif- 
ferent date bad so far failed. 

Atletico are due to play 
Palmeiras at home next 
Wednesday in the Brazilian 
championship and Lanus, of Ar- 
gentina, in the second leg of the 
Conmebol Cup final on the 
same njghL Tbe first leg finished 
in a mass brawl during which the 
Atletico coach, Emerson Leao, 
a former Brazil go alke eper, 
suffered a broken jaw. 

“If we have to play twice, we 

will have to use a number of ju- 
nior players," a bemused Cury 
told the Gazeta Esportiva news- 
paper. I tried to convince 
Palmeiras to change but with- 
out success. They said a change 
in date would upset their train- 
ing schedule." 

Cury said Lanus had also re- 
fused to switch dates because 
they are involved in a midweek 
Argentinian championship 
match this week. 

Fixture congestion is a fre- 
quent problem in South Amer- 
ican football. Earlier this year, 
tbe Argentinian clubs, Racing 
Club and Velez Sarsfield, met 
each other in an Argentinian 


•• 


• «»© • 


championship match and both 
played fixtures in Ecuador in- 
the South American Liberta- 
dores Cup all on the same day* 

Racing sent their reserves to 
Ecuador and fielded a full- 
strength team against "Vfelez, but 
Velez sent their best players to 
Ecuador and fielded their re- 
serves against Racing, who won 
the derby but lost in Ecuador. 

In 1994, BraziFsSao Paulo ' 
played a double bill of games, 
facing Sporting Cristal of Peru 
in the Conmebol Cup and then 
taking on Cruzeiro in the 
Brazilian championship 15 
minutes later. They used re- 
serves in the first match but 
midfielder Juninho, now with > 
Spain's Atletico Madrid, earned- ' 
on as a substitute in both 
matches. 

The most im presave record, 
however, was set by Gremio in 

the same year when they played 
three matches in the Rio 
Grande do Sul champi onship a ]] 
on the same afternoon. At one 
stage around 50 players were 
crammed into the dressing- 
room. 

One of the dubs set to meet ■ 
Atletico next week, Lanus, have 

had six players banned for pe- 
riods from five to 10 matches 
for their part in a massive 
brawl at the end of a Conmebol 
Cup match earlier this month. 

Lanus were also banned 
from playing South American 
competition matches at their 
own stadiums for 18 months in 
what fa apparently a new hard-r * , 
line approach by : the South 
American Confederation. 
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Monty returns 
scene of 
misery 



Sfxyearsago, Kiawah 
Island staged a dramatic 
and controversial Ryder 
Cup. This week the 
fearsome Ocean Course 
****** to be tamed again 
in the World Cup, golTs 
gentler team event, from 
which Fred Couples has 
had to withdraw. Andy 
FamH reports from South 
Carolina. 


Not everyone was over- 
whelmed when it was an- 
; npunced that the 43nJ World 
.‘-Gup of Golf was to be played 
- on the Ocean Course at Kiawah 
Island- Bernhard Langer, for 
erne, decided to leave the Ger- 
man challenge in the capable, 
. if less renowned, hands of Alex 
Cejka and Sven Stniver. 

” Langer has been a great sup- 
. importer of the two-man natio ns 
^^competition, w inning the indi- 
. vidoal trophy in 1993. But re- 
turning to the site of his missari 
: set-footer, on the last green of 
the last match, with which 
America regained the Ryder 
Cup six years ago was too much 
to ask. 

Four members of that Eu- 
ropean team — England’s Paul 
Broadhurst and Mark James, 
‘ lan Woosnam, of Wales, and 
. the Scot Colin Montgomerie - 
-are here hoping to take home 
better memories than those 
‘.. from what was dubbed the 
Ttor on the Shore'. 

Fred Couples was due to ap- 
pear alongside Davis Love. 
' Jflie pair won the World Cup 
^pur years in a row from 1992, 
but Couples has remained in 
Seattle to comfort his father in 
his fight against leukaemia. 

He has been replaced by the 
Open champion, Justin 


Leonard, who like Love and 
Erme Els arrived yesterday af- 
ter playing in the 36-holc 
Grand Slam event for the four 
major winners in Hawaii. The 
threesome flew across half of 
the Pacific, the whole of Amer- 
ica and five time-zones to tec 
up in the pro-am. 

It was worth their while. Els. 
who defends the Wbrld Cup 
title he and Whyne Vfcstnerwon 
for South Africa in Cape Town 
lasr year, picked up $400,000 
(£243,000) after beating Tiger 
Woods by three with a second- 
round 65. Leonard earned 
$150,000 for finishing fourth. 

Montgomerie started the 
unofficial, or “silly ", season 
well by winning the King Has- 
san Trophy in Morocco using a 
new set of irons. In his singles 
match in the *91 Ryder Cup he 
scored an approximate 81, but 
halved with Mark Calcavecchia. 
Five down at the turn, the Scot 
won the last four holes with 
scores of six, five, five, four. He 
blamed the new, hard course 
with its ultra-fast greens. “It is 
softer now so the fairways will 
play wider," he said. 

Though Montgomerie, after 
some agonising, decided to re- 
main based on the European 
tour, where he has won the 
money list five times in a row, 
he wfll take up his marimum al- 
location of 12 events in Amer- 
ica next year. 

“The main point was 
whether I felt I could win a ma- 
jor playing in Europe," Monty 
said. “1 know I can. It is about 
getting my schedule right, not 
playing in Europe the week be- 
fore a major in America, that 
sort of thing. I am fortunate that 
I have the option to do a bit of 
both. I am comfortable in Eu- 
rope because 1 have been suc- 
cessful. Why change a 
successful pattern?” 


TEN N IS 

Hingis starts 
with a win 
on the court 
and off it 

The end of season 
finale of the Women’s 
Tennis Association had 
looked like being no 
more than a moderate 
work-out for the world 
No I, Martin Hingis. 
But her first 
appearance on court 
held some surprises. 

Bob Greene reports from 
New York. 

Martina Hingis won a difficult 
opening-round match at the 
women's season-ending Chase 
Championships at Madison 
Square Garden on Tiiesday 
night when Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy retired injured 

Hingis was leading 7-6, 

5- 2 when Schultz-McCarthy 
withdrew because of pain 
from a broken right toenail. 
Earlier, the sixth -seeded Iva 
Majoli had Won her first- 
round match, edging out 
Anke. Huber 7-6, 7-6. 

In the night’s final match, 
Jana Novotna, the No 2 seed, 
defeated Conchha Martinez 

6- 4, 6-4. 

Hingis kept her award- 
winningstreakgoing on Tues- 
day when she was named the 
Corel WIA "four's Flayer of 
the Year. She was named 
Most Impressive Newcomer 
in 1995 and Most Improved 
Player in 1996. . 

This year, she has won 12 

t rarrmmenis goin g into the 
son-ending Chase Champi- 
onships, and been victorious at 
three of the four Grand Slam 
tournaments: She has been 
ranked No 1 since March. 

The final score was not in- 
dicative of the battle Schultz- 
McCarthy gave Hingis on the 
Madison Square Garden car- 
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Change of scheme 

for Macqueen 


Martina Hingis was not often stretched in her first match Photograph: Osama Honda 


peL Until she was injured the 
6ft 2in Dutch woman with the 
biggest serve in women’s ten- 
nis pounded Hingis with her 
huge strokes, holding her 
own against a player who has 
lost only four times this year. 

On the penultimate point 
in the second game of the sec- 
ond set. Schultz-McCarthy 
raced to the net But, as she 
tried to change direction, she 
appeared to stub her toe and 
(ostthe point . 

Hingis won the next j 
to level at 1-1. Then, it 
of serving, Schultz-I 
went to tiie umpire 



Malool and asked for an in- 
jury time-out She bad ripped 
off a portion of the big toe- 
nail on her right fooL 

“I went to volley and I bad 

to reach.” Schultz-McCarthy 
said “My toe just totally went 
up. My nail went off my toe 
completely." 

After having the toe at- 
tended to, Schultz-McCarthy 
■ rehfrped to the court and 
. heldher service to 15 fora 2-1 
lead Ii was lb e last game she 
Wouldwitr. 

/ Tn Jtje fourth game, the 
only prafot Schultz-McCarthy 
won was via a Hingis double- 


faulted By then, the world's 
top-ranked player was in con- 
trol as her Dutch opponent 
was apparently bothered by 
her foot After she lost her 
next two service games, 
Schultz-McCarthy retired 
from the mafeh- 

The national champion, 
Sam Smith, will lead the British 
team in the First Division of the 
European Women’s Team 
Championship at Redbridge 
Sports Centre, Essex, later 
this month. Hie former Wim- 
bledon champion Arm Janes 
will be the non-playing captain 
of the British team. 

A'?'-' ■ 


CRICKET 


V.rr 

V'j pr'. 'r 


Inzamam rides luck to keep Pakistan on top 



Rod Macqueen, Australia’s 
coach, has been obliged to turn 

his thoughts to bigger, more im- 
port ant things; victory over 
Scotland is no longer a priority- 

Afier a surprise defeat in Ar- 
gentina and a laboured 15-15 
draw last weekend at Twicken- 
ham, Macqueen will be satisfied 

if his players produce an im- 
proved display on Saturday 
that takes him a step nearer to 

finding a formula that wifl work 

at tiie Wbrid Cup. 

The former ACT coach, 
whose side’s performances 
have drawn heavy criticism 
back home, wfll start at Mur- 
rayfield with the same players 
who faced England, with the 
booker Michael Foley retaining 
his place and Tun Horan and 
Andrew Blades both passed fit 
to play. 

Macqueen is keen that the 
merits of a tour that has so far 
failed to reach the heights of 
their AD Black neighbours’ ex- 
ploits are not lost at the expense 
of the long-term gain. “We ob- 
viously want to win the game, 
but what I am concerned with 
- and I am sure the players are 
too - is looking at the standard 
of our play, more so than the 
result,” he said. “We haven’t 
been happy with the standard 


so for. However, we did see 
some positives in the England 
game. 

“I have to say that if we win 
by 30 points and don’t ptay welL 
I won’t feel we have achieved 
what we set out to do. If we have 
a narrow victory, or perhaps a 
draw, or lose even, and we take 
a step up and improve on the 
Standards ofourplay, 1 wfll def- 
initely be happier.” 

Werner Swanepoel will 
make his Test debut for South 
Africa against France in Paris 
on Saturday in place the injured 
scnim-half Joost van der West- 
tauizen. Swanepoel's place on 
the bench wfll go to Dan van 
Zyl in the only team ch ang e for 
the second Tfest after the 
Springboks won the first Test 
36-32 in Lyon last Saturday. 

The Gloucester wing 
Philippe Saint-Andr6 will cap- 
tain France, while Harlequins’ 
Thierry Lacroix and Laurent Ca- 
bannes retain their places. Olivi- 
er Merle starts after scoring a by 
as a replacement in last week’s 
first Test defeat. 

AUSTRALIA (v Scottnd, MtmyMd. Satur- 
day): S Lorttm (ACT): BnwfcTHoranJWh 
OtsenEbnd) P How ar d. J Rolf (bdh ACT): E 
Ffctky fftjeenstanri), Q Grogan (ACT)', R Har- 
ry (NSW) M Fbtojr (CtoeretanA A Blades 
(NSW) J Langford (ACT) J EataB (Ouaaretand 
cans) O Hnagan, B Robinson (bat) ACT) W 
Ofahen*uo(NSWy Roptacammtt* M Hardy, 
S Ftoyna (NSW) D WBaon, M Cocfcbakt (bad) 
OaerahnA A Hte (NSW) M Capita (JCT) 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Administration clubs facing 
closure as funding is halted 
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Wtest Indies 151 and 99-2 
•” fttldstan 381 

y • 

- hgamamr Ul-Haq, batting with 
a nmner, : was dropped five 
times on his way to an unbeat- 
em-92 as Pakirtan tightened 
d£ir grip on the first Test 

- agJSnst the West Indies in Pe- 
sfejwar yesterday. 

' -Inzamam m iss ed out on 
Caring his first Tfest century at 
" ae when he ran out of part- 
i in a total of 381. The West 
trailing by 230 runs on 
, were 99 for 2 at the 
dose of the third day. 

' : Brian Lara blazed 36 in 

/- boundaries and, with the open- 

- erSherwin Campbell (34 not 
. out), will spearhead the tour- 

ing team's attempt to save the 
inarch today. 

. v 'Pakistan’s captain, Whsim 
• • Atom, is weB aware of the dan- 

i ‘ -i : ■ 
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ger Lara poses. “If we are go- 
ing to win then we will have to 
get Lara out before be is set- 
tled on Thursday." he said. 
“They are a very dangerous side 
and can bounce back any time.” 

InyarRam, whose right toe 
was crushed twice, once while 
fielding on the first day and the 
other when batting on Hiesday, 
which forced his retirement 
on 13, batted for just under five 
hours. He resumed his innings 
during the second over of the 
day after Azhar Mahmood (16) 
had departed with only four 
runs added to P akist a n ’s over- 
night score of 246 for 5. His 191- 
bafl inning s included nine fours 
and two sixes. The generous 
West Indies’ fielders dropped 
him on 5, 32, 35, 86 and 8S. 

Mushtaq Ahmed’s wicket 
to end the innings gave the West 
Indies' captain, Courtney 
Wslsh, his I4tb five-wicket haul 


in 94 Tests, ^iblsh, who took the 
wickets of Aamir So hail and 
Mohammed Wasim the previ- 
ous day, added the scalps of 
Azhar Mahmood, Shahid Nazir 
and Mushtaq yesterday to fin- 
ish with 5 for 78. 

TWrd day: Wrat /notes won ton 

WEST INOES-Ftrat filling* 161 fUattaq 

Aimed S-35) 

PAKISTAN - Rrtl baling* 

cV»?b Bishop SB 

Azhar Mahmood o Hoqpar b Wkdsh « 

Arahad Khan c Lara b shop * 

Stated Nazir bWtafch 18 

Mushtaq Ahrmd b \AW9h A 

Extras (ba b7. nbU w2) 22 

- v" 

HU (com): 6-250 7-294 8-304, M47. 
&M*n: Aitaraaa 234-760 1*8); WO\ 32- 
&-7W HQ: Bbhcp »7-W3 (yff: Srmyns 
2-0-M; Lewis 24-&B34 (nb4); Hooper 20-7- 
40-2- 

WEST WOES -Second Innings 

SCVManabwb Wasim Almm 2 

“ ' “ net out J4 

Ic^zb Mushtaq-. .» 


SL 
8 

•BC 

Extras (bStol nb7) 
Tbtol (tor 2) 


~38 

,_ts 

SB 


F»fc MA2-5& 

: WhsSit Aktam B-420-1 
(iM; Sahkl Nash aSO-V-f ‘ * 
Mrtrmod At -2-EO; Muahtaq i 
1 ; Arahad Khan S-2--&a 

Unlm: D R Shepted and Said Shah 


r*u* aso-v-o (nbS; Azhar 
Alwnadfr«62- 


Gailian mov< 
to Trent Bridge 

Jason Gailian yesterday signed 
up for Nottinghamshire’s re- 
building programme by agree- 
ing to leave Lancashire and join 
the Trent Bridge playing staff 
on a three-year contract. 

The 26-year-old batsman 
became the second new recruit 
in eight days, following the 
signing of the Zimbabwean 
leg-spinner Itoul Strang as their 
overseas player -and theHent 
Bridge county are hopeful of 
persuading Derbyshire's Chris 
Adams to join them as well af- 
ter promising negotiations ear- 
lier this week. 

Nottinghamshire's cricket 
manager, Alan Ormrod, said: 
“Ibis is an excit in g time for this 
club. Jason is not only a qual- 
ity batsman, he is a fine all- 
round performer with a good 
cricket brain who wfll be a 
tremendous asseL" 


overcomes jinx 


Sri Lanka 280-4 v India 


Sri Lanka’s Marvan Atapattu 
hit his maiden Ibst century to 
overcome bis Indian jinx and 
put his side in charge of the 
first lest in Mohali yesterday. 

The stylish right-hander, 
who failed to make a run in 
four Ibst innings in India in 
1993, hit 108 to carry the 
tourists to 280 for 4 by dose 
of the opening day’s play. 

Atapattu put on 98 for the 
fust wicket with Sanatb Jaya- 
suriya and 104 for the second 
withRoshan Mahanama be- 
fore reaching three figures an 
hour after tea with his 13th 
boundary. 

Sri Lanka were cruising at 
254 for 2 when India, who 
elected to field, hit back with 
two wickets off successive de- 
liveries with the second new 
ball shortly before the dose. 


Atapattu was trapped leg- 
before by Javagal Srinath and 
then Aravinda De Silva was 
bowled by Abey KuruviDa. Ar- 
juna Ranatunga and Hashan 
Tiflakaratne survived to end 
a profitable day for the Sri 
Lankans. 

Atapattu, whose previous 
best in Ifests was 29, survived 
a let-off on 86 when the wick- 
et-keeper Nayan Mongja 
missed an easy stumping of 
Rajesh Chauhan’s bowling. 

FM flh)7 MM wan ton 
SRI LANKA- M Mnsi 

8TJByrauij»cCnBUhan DSrtnrfh S3 

U S AtapaflulHr b Srlrath 1» 

H Koheranw Dw b KunUto 42 

PADeShabKunn* 33 

•A Rmtjnga na out - — M 

HPTMamanotaui 9 
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The futures of Keighley, Hull 
Kingston Rovers and Work- 
ington Ibwn are in the balance 
as the League gets tough with 
dubs which have gone into 
administration. All three dubs 
face having their funding cot of£ 
something which would almost 
certainly dose them down. 

Keighley, who have been in 
adminis tration for 15 months, 
have been told that they will re- . 
cove their allocation from News 
Ltd for the^emaifiiDg’TWo’ 1 
months of this year, but will be 
subject to a pay freeze for 1998. 

Workington and Hull KR, 
both in administration for over 
a year, are having their cases 
considered, but the adminis- 
trator running both dubs has 
warned that stopping their 
share-out will dose them. 

The League has said it will 
no longer bail out dubs which, 
in effect, go broke. All three on 
the current casualty list were 


interviewed by its board of 
directors yesterday. 

With Paris suspended for 
next season, Carlisle absorbed 
by Barrow and Prescot and 
Doncaster far from certain to 
start the new campaign, the 
League has already shrunk. 
But uncertainty over how many 
dubs will be involved has de- 
layed any decision on how the 
competition will be structured 
next season, although a return 
to two divisions looks likely. 

Wigan, who have rejected an 
approach by St Helens for 
Gary Connolly, have given their 
full-back. Doc Murray, a life- 
line. Murray, on loan to Ar- 
rington, was due to be cut from 
the Wigan’s playing staff, along 
with last season's two other 
signings from New Zealand, 
Stuart Lester and Paul Koloi, 
but is being kept on because he 
does not need a work permit. 

- Dove Hodfidd 


SNOOKER 


Ebdon falls to Prince 




TbhtLD8Stwa.HDPKD ha rn wa B na .WP 
U J C M MnIMm TS K L Da SM 

Fan: 2 - 202 . 3 -ZH. 4*4 

B owin g (to JMaESrinMh 17-2662: Kiwvta 
TM-45-1; Uotomy *-1-52-0: KinUa 26-7- 
71-1 ; Qan^Ty 2-8-0-0; Onfall *-2-34-0 
MMAr’SR'fendutetNSSktuSCaan- 
gjy; R S Drwtt. M Aztwrud*. W R Motq». 
AKunVie, J Srhatrv R K CfM/Wrt A Kinn*- 
la. D Motaroy 

Oig icSWMlwilltn (M) and S A 


Peter Ebdon was knocked out of 
the Liverpool Victoria UK 
Championship title in Preston 
yesterday- then said his farewells 
to two of his three racehorses. 

Ebdon was unseated 9-5 in 
the third round by Jason Prince 
□f Northern Ireland. Despite the 
setback- Ins fourth defeat m five 
matches this season - Ebdon 
reaffirmed his commitment to 


becoming the world's best play- 
er. “That’s why Fm putting the 
horses up for sale,” he said. 

Prince now meets Scotsman 
Alan McManus fora place in the 
quarter-finals. It will be his fifth 
appearance in the last 16. 

World No 16 Stephen Lee 
knocked out Chris Small 9-4 and 
plays Ken Doherty or Neil 
Rjulds in the fourth round. 


wii’iy 



ffiOTOR RACING 

^Goodyear 
to leave F I 
.after 1998 


: : fat.- 




■-Goodyear, the do minan t 
nameiri Formula One 
more than 30 years, is 
t%4eave the sport after the 
season because of 

new racing 

itions. 


• ^ The American compa- 
ifefc- who joined the Grand 
I'Prix: -scene in 1965, wfll 
f&$draw at the end of 
T^S,' blaming next sea- 
rule changes. 

whose British 
Wolverhampton, 
^ply tyres to all of For- 
^rotfa tone's main team^. 
•jhduding Ferrari, 
lleLaren,Benetton, Jor- 
dan and Williams, the con- 
itenctots’ champions. 

After Goodyear’s with- 
those teams are ex- 

;:f&ted to switch to 
... -Bedgestone - who ended 
J -Goodyear’s six-year mo- 
-fiopoly of Formula One 
season — although an - 
lifter company, Mich®!™* 
^ return to Formula 



SPORTING DIGEST 




-t994andhBSbeen»iedupa8arB- 
rdacement lor Alan Donald, who it in- 
available because he is touring 
Pretend with South Africa. But al- 
though the West indun left-handed 


he wants to atte nd Ns st ay i 

- ftxdna Wterwidwriire to choose be-^ 

tween the merits of their two overseas 
playwB. 

AustraSds captedn Marie "Riytor said 


55sS^vtcro«AUKCHMW»j; 

chip ipragton) SacnMhslK R CMprnan 
SmrSbsI (End) 685 - 507 : G Seltii 
[WJ M R FoUwri (Awl 52 T- 38 a 

Boxing 

aBinasss, 

g35BS!«Sf!«S* 

S ,HM> fC»3? 

.hoUBffctA* 
weight" 



a ptevera 1 strt* it the couitt r/sl 
ct^oickeers voted fcrhdus&teJao- 
tican In ptxsiit of a ray ctakn. On the 

ew of the second rast a^DrtKtew 

Zeafand, at PerthS YJPCA Qcund' fy- 
IcrconfoTiedhta total apportfar the 
Austraian Cricketers’ Assocuttfcn. 

Equestrianism 
Three Britons have been chossn as 
-Metrical Delegates for nertysar^ 
Vtorid Equestrian Games whlcfitate 

place bteJy (at Raod Vh®o and 

SsSksmkss 

yaxra 

ctivhg. 

Football 

The trotted Bel^d^Ai^erte^t 

yesterday a^wd Ote fcte/Un Arst 

Nofweqfan In June this y^r but se- 
andfti second chance after hts 
planned move to Manchoctur CTyfe* 
Arst wa replace the Libarian 
James DetJheh, whojoined 
Paris St-Sermain last week tour 
mSdhs after hawig moved to BeiQhxn 
from Nfca 


of trateid 4MR 83 Norlhem Iratand 
r, 9SWato9 3U2. 


Golf 

Wbtfonft Wtarren Bennett w>3 make 
a late deefsien on whether to corrmetB 
at thB Euopean Hv quaHylng soiod 
starting today In southern Spain, af- 
ter suffering a recurrence of a neck 
inMyc The ^yearcid former amatetr 
. international, who is.due to tee off at. 
B27am at GuadaMna has had to re- 
turn to the school after earning only 
£)381 orMheTwriHa yeec Acom- 
btoalion ctf the neck Injury and poor 


n ine events, having gained the sev- 
enth of the 45 cards on offer at the 
Tolt school 12 months aga 
jowb WSherad who Bottty Jones 
once said waa the greatast ooifer he 
had ever seen, hast 
after her 96lh I 
Hbt became Lady I 
won toa Ladas' British Open Amalair 
championship four Umea aid held the 
Enalsh championship five times in a 
raw She also won itv Worplesdon 
ntaf fousomas ogft times wffit sev- 
en different partners. 

PQA QRAHD BLAU Patei, HemG) F)- 
nal scores; 13S E Eh 68K136 TWbods 
66 7U 138 D Love B Tl 87. 149 J Leonard 
77 7Z 

Ice hockey 



Tuesowrs LATE RESULT: agwHea g p r 
Sheffield 3 ftp l 

Pools dividends 

VERNONS: Itehia Ctnncc 2qas£aaSSL 
23 £250, Super shots ESI) Premier 10 
EO* Ipakf on 7 corwof. 
UTTliwOODS; Itabie c hance: 24pt& 
ErtTO 3t3 £923, 4 Aaws £296, 9 home# 
(pod on 6 homos) £2327, 6 mays £255. 
2EnERS:D«tsiB ctwnca: Zepte: ER55 23 
60n Four aw»K £150 Sght hones: 
EpTOOl Four teawc SX F*r Am: £10055 


BRITTENS: Tmtola chence: 24pts CL 
Four Asm: £340 Fke anyK £S5Q ElgM 
hones (paid on seven correct) B27S 

Rugby League 
Kari Harison, captahi of Haifa*, has 
aoeed a new one-year deal with the 
West Yorkshire Super League dub. 
The 33-year- old prep forward re- 
cently underwent a knee opertekjn af- 
ter puCng out of the fteat Britain 
squad for the series against AustraSa 
Adam Fogarty yesterday signed a 
one-year oont ract with wfarringtor 
Wolves. The former HaKax Blue Sax 
and St Helens prop forwani who won 
a Siper League wtoners 1 medal with 
Sakits in 1996* dd not play this sim- 
mer but ha s now been persuaded to 
step out of retirement 
S&JC COT CHALLENGE CUP First round: 
Wbrth Vteee v Fdhnm RMiara; Chartesion 
v Wteat London Colonials; West BowBng v 
ThorrM; Radhl v Wigan St Judos; Otni 
Raidas vLouohboro. " ' " 

Rose Bridge v ICete; I 
Fohr LaneTLfitfi East) v Ead HA i 
Bub v Btackpooi Gtadstors; UoUgeon v 
Barrow Wand; BtocMnook v Haydock; 
Dewstuy Moor v Dutab Btoss; ItessUs 
Stootan V Leeds UrtvMtty; Now EareMck 
M BMete V BRK) RAforri v CkMns; tendon 
State v Myttfl Wtoriora; Ideal AB v htr- 

sM warfare; Bentxmtfi Fbngws«CR»- 
ftete Siddel v UndMy Swifts; Ecdss v 
FaaltvHStonB Lions; Broi^Mon Bed Boss 
vHulDod«s;Mlomv\bri(ACQm;QvBn- 
defivDodworgi:VteBrhoOdvW Mt g dfl Re- 
doubt; Starrinohy v Nttthghan Cnsadas; 
Shoe Cron v Cfeyton; ftrntort h V Low- 
ca: Queerabiry v East LndK John Moons 
vEaamoor Dragons; NorianOv 


nessmen ready to pump cash Mo the 
dutt Two players from Bath and one 
from WBsps ham been earmaricsd as 
targets lor Rant y pool before the 1 De- 
cember transfer deadfcia. 

. FRANCE (v Sooth Africa, second Test 
Ports, Saturday): J L Sadoimy; D Wnft- 
tL C Lameteoa S Ota. P S^4-Ancfrs 
•; T Lacrobc, P OsKhto; L Cabame^ A 
sd, P Benetton, O BrbunL O Merle, 
FTburrte M Dei Mosa C Caltana 
SOUTH AFRICA: P Montgomery: J SraA 
A Snym*\ D lUr. P Roskxjw; H Hontoal. 
W Svnswpoe); G Tafchmajm leapt) AWsrv 
tac, R Erasmus. K Otto M A n d re w s . A Ger- 
V8K J Dafton, O du Fteidt 
TUESOATS LATE RESULTS: R wr match- 
•a: Emerataq England 22 New Zeeland 58 
(WAftadfeA^SMte. Huddersfield); 
i Tonga 2D \ 


J: AMrtoshu <6^ M Koto- 
' 3-0 W KJta- 

Ebel 

Sarwu (6-5) bt Ka» ( 
taka (4-7) ot H ama no sh sTB (3-8): Tosanou- 
ITI CM9 bftoniBkaauga (4-7): CHyotafral 
(B-5) bt Akkioshkna Ibditeuma (B- 
5) bl O^nishM $3-8); TaWCDrld (3-8) tx~focri- 
nonada (5-8); Musasriimani (to-1) M 
KoMehU (6-5); Vtokarohana (7-« bt Kb- 
tofciazim H-7); TWanonomi (10-1) U Mu- 
wjwna (8-3J; _Takanotiana pO-1) . bt 


Tennis 

WTA TOUR CHASE CHAMPtONSHIPS 
IW 
IU 


Mew Tbrto Brat round: I Ma(o 8 
A Huber (Qer) 7 < 7 - 6 ; M 


B ScNiTz-McCarthy Math) 7-6 5-2 (rat): 
J Novotna (C2 Rap) bt C Martinez (Sp) 
B-4 6-4 

VOLVO WOM9TS OPEN (Pattaya, Thai) 
Wbmen’s singles second round: C 
MorsrhJtUS) tH T Tanasuqam (Thai) 4-6 
64 6-a S Menrtew bt S Mow- 

lander (Neth) 64 7-5: 0 BarabanscMcora 
me!a) bt Park Smo+iee (Kor) 7-62-2 (raQ; 
N Pratt (Aus) bt A Elmod lAus) 6-3 B-7 

6- 4; L Carte (Bel) bt C Cristee (Rom) 

7- 6 7-5. Woman’s doubies first round: 
S Nooriander (Ned^ and N Van Lothxnand 
(RjbtRHWd (Japan) and TTanasugam 
(Thai) 62 6-3; C Crisroo (Rom) and R 
Dragon* (Bam) bt A tbrdotf (OB) and 
Yi Jrtg-Qiafi (Cft) 7-6 61; O Barabans- 
dAova (Beta) and L Pfeming ;aus) W A 
Cartoon (Swe) and L Golaraa (tt) 63 B-4 





comber). 


(Ties to be ployed on 6 or? Da- 


Rugby Union 

Edde Butter, the former Whies and 
Portypool ctexah, Eb toadhg efforts 
to rewtel® te oW dub wBftrosh fi- 
nances and hofo Bft tfwm off the foot 
of the WBteh First Division. Pontypooi 
have won just one league ma»i this 
season, and Butler, now a tugby jour- 
nalist, is heating a group of bust- 


Africa 7 


Snooker 

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA UK CHAMPION- 
SHIP (Preston) 7hfrd mend: A McMartLB 
) bt J White (Eng) 

(WbTSb 
iMUPEbdon 
)Smal(So 
|6B;Q\ 

. JW 

Sports books 
anon Hughes, the former Mddiesec 
bowler, has won the rfnth WSan hffl 
Sports Book of the 'fear Award. 
Highest who also played far Durham 
took first prize for his book “A Lot of 
Hard Yakfca', which is an insight irto 

the vwrid of a canty cricketer. He 
wins a special bound copy of his own 
book, a cheque for SjOOO guineas 
0525Q and a tree £600 bet wrn FOs. 



FIXTURES 


Football 

POfrtTNS LEAGUE CUP Group Thraec 
Notts County v Leicester ( 7 ( 9 . 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
HrallMvteiOR QPfl v Swindon (2D) (Lrf- 
ha Road). 

Rugby Union 
TOUR MATCH: Sale v Tonga (7.3(9 
CUJB MATCHES; Bomu^vnir v Kkk- 
caldy ( 7 Q); KBmamock v (QCf. 

Basketball 

UNi-BALL TROPHY (Northern Pool): 
Darby Storm v Renault Leicester Riders 
(BjO). 

CLASSIC COLA NATXMAL CUP Quar- 
tBrflnat Exkte London Ibwars v Man- 
chester Gates pg. 

Ice hodcey 

EXPRESS CUP: Cartiff Devfe v Bas- 
Bbon (730); Bracknei Bees v 
Stealers 


Other sport 

SNOOKER: IX Championshp (Praston) 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

906 

The number of consecu- 
tive basketball games 
played for the Dallas Mav- 
ericks by A C Green, who 
equalled Randy Smithb 
NBA record on Tuesday 
night at Sacramento 
Kings. Green, who played 
his first game in Novem- 
ber 1986, is expected to 
break the record tonight 
against Golden State War- 
riors. 


i in 
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Lomu, the wing from hell, ready to revive England’s worst nightmares 

’en months ago, Jonah Lomu’s ranging the deck-chairs cm the Titanic, memorable than beingpfckfidfornjy first the Sate wing wtooraf^ 


Ten months ago, Jonah Lomu’s 
chances of rebuilding an All Black 
career undermined by serious 
illness looked non-existent. 

Chris Hewitt reports on the giant 
wing’s remarkable victory over 
medical opinion and says England 
will be confronted by a force of 
rugby union nature on Saturday. 


Just when Clive Woodward and his fellow 
selectors thought life could not conceiv- 
ably get any more intimidating, their AH 
Black counterparts yesterday disabused 
them of the notion by uttering two little 
words that added up to something 
large. As England spent their time rear- 


ranging the deck-chairs on the Titanic, 
New Zealand trumped them spectacularly 
by. naming the Titanic on their left wing. 

Yes, Jonah Lomu - the Himalay an he- 
man, the CapeTbwncnisader,thetbiee- 
quarter from hell -is back in business and 
he will take an awful lot of sinking at Old 
Trafford on Saturday. "Rvo tries in Tbesday 
night’s flawless 59-22 victory over Emerg- 
ing England in Hudder^ield wane enough 
to convince John Hart, die All Black 
coach, that Lomu’s recovery from a debil- 
itating kidney condition was complete and 
that it was time to reach once more for the 
outsized No 11 shirt -some would call it a 
No II sheet - buried at the bottom cdf the 
Kiwi kitbag since his last list appearance, 
against Australia 16 months ago. 

“I’m in shock,” said Lomu last night 
“Being named for this game was more 


memorable than being picked for ray first 
Tfest If Fd been wearing a pacemaker It 
would have gone off the scale. All I can 
say is that die selectors have put their faith 
in me and my focus is on turning in an 80- 
minute performance on Saturday. 

“What happened against England in 
the past is dead and buried. This fa a hew 
era, a new All Black side and anyway, 1 
don’t think the English are afraid of me 

or anyone else. Some people seem to love 

these mind games, but I'm not the bright- 
est guy so I don’t even bother. I'm only 
interested in playing my own game.” 

It was in June 1995 that Lomu’s four- 
tiy performance sent Will Carling’s side 
reding out of World Cup contentkm. Tony 
Underwood, his direct opponent in Cape 
Tbwn that day, took a season to rediscov- 
er his bearings — a torment David Rees, 


end, will be hoping to avoid. 

Rees was at his noncommittal best as 
he considered the implications of Lomu’s 
return yesterday. “Well, there was abvajs 
the possibility he would play- waai t 
there?” He shrugged, leaving Woodward 
to put the best face on a difficult, not to 

■ "TVmirlicannTIt. 


standing tackier and while well have to 
think about Lomu, at least we know ex- 
actly what he’ll dp, or attempt to do,” said 
the coach. 

Hart’s decision to play Lomu in front 
of Osborne was the one definite change 
to the side that gave a bold Irish outfit 
some heavy hammer in Dublin last week- 
e nd, The coach win decide between his two 
world-class open-sides. Josh Kranfeld 
and Andrew Blowers, as soon as the ex- 


tent of tbe min or injuries affecting both, 
players become dearer. 

Woodward, meanwhile, has committed 
himself to a double change in the front : 
row. a necessary reaction to the senimr . 
magtegfragflity all too evident dtnfag last , 
weekend's error-stnewD match with the 
Wallabies at Twickenham. The question 
nfaitssuiiotnHipeiOTime^nocpoiH^m 
picking Richard Oxkerifl, the Leicester. • 
hooker, ahead of Mark Rcgan and Andy 
Long, and giving Dance Garforth, his. 
ckib-mate, a rare opportunity on the 
tight head in place of the injured Will 
Green, England are pinning their hopes . 
cmtwcrthirdsofaTjgcis’tDothalhas&ed 
more blanks than bullets in recent weeks; 

“The scrum was the area that stopped 
ns playing right from die start last Satur- 
day,” said Woodward. "With Martin 


Johnson, m the second row we bave a 
strong Leicester presence in thefromfive. 
That unit has to do its stuff because the - 
way the game fa played now, it'Ss all dowij 
to the scran." i _ • . . ■ . ‘ - .' . . , 

s ; WfeU.aJnlc^aL As D^vidRees.dgM 
inches shorter and six stones lighter thaw 
Lomu, is likel y fo discover bn Saturday^ 
physical confrontation isnot the sole pre^ 
serve of the heavy brigade up front-' 


ENGLAND (v New 
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‘Sugar didn’t want 
me to go’ - Francis 


Tottenham yesterday 
confirmed the departure 
of their manager, Gerry 
Francis. The surprise is 
that Francis, rather than 
being sacked, had 
resigned against his 
chairman's wishes. Glenn 
Moore reports. 


Not only did Geriy Francis 
jump, he did so with Alan Sug- 
ar attempting to hold him back 
rather than push him out. 

That was the unexpected 
scenario at White Hart Lane, ac- 
cording to both the departing 
Tottenham manager and the 
football dub’s chairman. In front 
of a battery of TV cameras, 
photographers’ lenses and tape 
recorders Francis yesterday re- 
vealed that he bad forced Sug- 
ar into accepting his resignation 
not the other way around. 

Sugar confirmed that Fran- 
cis will be replaced by the 43- 
year-old Christian Gross who 
will be unveiled at White Hart 
Lane today before returning to 
Switzerland for Zurich 
Grasshopper’s weekend fixture. 
He takes charge at Spurs in time 
for Monday's Premiership home 
match with Crystal Palace. Orris 
Hughton, the former Spurs 
player and current youth coach, 
will be his No 2. 

The 45-year-old Francis, 
who managed Tottenham for 
three years and three days, 
said he was still not “exactly cer- 
tain” he bad made the right de- 
cision but, “once you've made 
it. you've made it.” 

His immediate future was to 
relax with his family - Julie, his 
wife, is expecting their third 
child. His long-term future is un- 
sure. Frauds has always insisted 
he does not need football but, 
while that is true finandally, he 
may feel the need to prove him- 


self again. He said be had already 
had “a couple of enquiries” and 
has, inevitably, been linked with 
hb former dub, managed ess 
Queen’s Park Rangers. 

Sugar paid a glowing tribute 
to Francis citing accolades from 
senior players and a personal 
feeling that Francis would go on 
and make “some other chair- 
man a very lucky person’’. How- 
ever, he looked on less firm 
ground when be was asked if he 
would be just as supportive of 
Francis if Tottenham had still 
been in 16th position in March. 
“That's very hypothetical One 
wouldn't know what one would 
be doing then,” he said, adding 
that he was “annoyed” at being 
“forced to act against the best 
interests of the dub”. 

Given that Sugar recently 
spoke of the difficulties of part- 
ing company with a manager 
mid-season when it is difficult 
to find a replacement, his com- 
ments did nothing to counter 
the widespread belief that, had 
Frauds not resigned, he would 
have been released when his 
contract expired in the summer. 

Sugar went onto blame the 
media for the team's results be- 
cause they had created a climate 
of depression. There is same 
truth ia this, but it ignores the 
impact on the fans of Spurs’ de- 
parture, under Francis, from 
their stylish playing traditions. 

“I have made this decision 
solely by rnysell Alan Sugar has 
□ever once mentioned to me 
anything about resigning,” 
Francis said. “He has consis- 
tently attempted to change my 
mind.” He also spoke of his 
“deep regret” at finding it “nec- 
essary to resign”. He said Spurs 
“had gone very dose to adiiev- 
ing things” but, “this season, our 
results have not been good 
enough.” 

Francis went on to talk, in- 
evitably, of injuries of which 
there have been many, notably 


Darren Anderton, and on- 
wanted departures such as 
those of Jurgen Klinsmann. 
He spoke, Again, of his pride at 
achieving the best record over 
the first 50 matches erf any Spurs 
manager, and with sadness of 
the pain of recent defeats. 

Though dented, Francis’ 
reputation as a coach remains 
high - he was considered by 
England before they appoint- 
ed Glenn Hoddle. 

Spurs’ fans- however, seem 
happy to see Him go. A 
spoilsman for the Spurs Action 
Group said: “Supporters have 
been calling for this for a long 
time.” The Tbttenham Inde- 
pendent Supporters’ Association, 
was less triumphalist. “It & un- 
fortunate, bm when things don’t 
gp well it’s the manager who car- 
ries the can,” their spokesman, 
Bemie Kingsley, said. 

For the players, Sol Camp- 
bdl said: “Everyone is sad Ger- 
ry is going but we understand 
the situation.” dive Wilson 
said: “He has been withdrawn 
lately, not the Gerry I know.” 
He added, of his new boss: *Tm 
sure it will be a case of Chris- 
tian Who? for a lot of people, 
but they were saying Arsine 
Who? when Wenger took over 
at Arsenal.” 

The appointment of Gross 
was welcomed by John Barnwell 
chief executive of the League 
Managers’ Association. Barn- 
well was consulted by Sugar as 
the LMA could have objected 
to Gross’ work permit, but 
Barnwell said Gross was among 
the top dozen foreign coaches 
and “very accomplished”. 

Gross already has one fag ad- 
vantage when it comes to coach- 
ing at Tbttenham. Ttoo seasons 
ago he faced a massive injury cri- 
sis at Grasshopper, using 30 
players in 36 games, yet managed 
to win the title. If only Francis 
could have done the same. 
Francis time bomb, page 30 
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Wednesday's solution 


UJLtiULJLtild tilUUltiUJU 
UUtilHUUUU 
Liiuuuuuuuuuumauu 

DUUtijUtiHU 
LJUJUL3U ULJUUtiJUUUG 

ci u u u y u in 

□ItiEILDHU UtiJUUUKI 

u in ta u 

UUEQHUl UUtilULihj 
H] II 13 13 U El B 
UCKdUUUUliJU UUUtiiU 
QtiJQUUDUUl 
GlilUUUtdGULIUUUULSG 
UtiJLUCJtiJLDUU 
uEnatiua tiuautaui 



ACROSS 

7 Vbsunent for Dominican 
in church (4) 

g Sunshine shimmering on 
back-street buildings ( 6 , 4) 

10 Vintage road vehicle, one 
accepted by winner ( 8 ) 

11 First sign of light initially 
obscured by made? ( 6 ) 

12 Looked hard before 
ploughing into pedestrian 

13 Grilled hake old king's put 

15 Ove^skty pounds, it is! (3, 
7 ) 

18 Diarist's sneerfog remark 
about backward Scandma- 

20 Crazy plan irivolviDgfiOO 
acres ( 6 ) 


22 Social group in which hus- 6 
band appears restrained ^ 

24 Lnlucky Italian journalist 
sustaining bad fall (3-5) 

25 Artide is about old church 14 
taxes, offering a counter- 
argument flu) 

26 Expletive that’s old hat, 16 
nutybe(4) 


Shock, being e^eOed 
from best university? 0 
Rifle carried by politic: 


DOWN 

1 Caravan youTlget to Al- 19 

abamapoitin?(6,4) 

2 Metal seat on terrace ( 6 ) 21 

3 One Duke entertained by 
poor Grafin beneath his 23 
status? (5 ,3) 

4 Observation about evange- 
list ( 6 ) 

5 Traraport by two kinds of 
craft from oriental port? 

( 8 ) 


E or rescue teams 

.involved when 
light’s installed on a public 
convenience (4-6) 

House’s done up by syndi- 
cate, mostly ( 8 ) 

Travelling salesmen not 
identified? ( 8 ) 

Fat fairy doing somersault, 
somewhat bashful? ( 6 ) 
Junior deric and cathedral 
dignitary bolding firm ( 6 ) 
Quest takes knight into 
humble dwelling (4) 
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Kyran Bracken prepares to defiver a ball set up by Darren Garforth as England rehearse at their Cheshire trainmg camp yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


Rise in rankings may not aid 
England’s World Cup cause 
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England have risen to 
sixth place in the latest 
Ftfa world rankings, but, 
as David Anderson reports, 
that may not be enough 
to earn them a seeding 
in the World Cup draw. 


The Football Association said 
yesterday that it is too early to 
tell if England's new high in the 
world rankings will help them 
in their bid to be seeded in the 
World Cup finals. 

England are sixth, which is 
their best position since the 
standings began. But the FA 
spokesman, Steve Double, said 
they do not yet know what fac- 
tors Fife will use to decide the 
seeds for next summer's finals. 

“It's very encouraging to 
see that England's progress on 
the field has been recognised,” 
he said. “But it still depends on 
tbe criteria Fife decide to use, 
which on past form counts 
more on previous World Cup 
record.” 

The goalless draw in Rome 
last month, which secured Eng- 
land their place in France 98 was 
the decisive result in the latest 
rankings. The climb to sixth is 
a rise of one position from last 


month and completes an im- 
pressive surge of six places 
since January this year. 

Brazil remain top, but Ger- 
many have switched places with 
Spain to go second overall 
The remaining two countries 
above England are Euro 96 
finalists Czech Republic and 
Romania, who won nine out of 
10 matches in qualifying for the 
World Cup place. England are 
now ahead of France, who are 
seventh, Denmark, who are 
down two places to eighth, and 
Italy, 10th. The most impresave 
surge in the rankings comes 
from Yugoslavia, who earned 
4.17 points for their World 
Cup play-off defeat of Hungary. 

World Cup seedings will 
not be determined by the rank- 
ings alone, but a high placing 
can be a factor, and Hoddle will 
be delighted to have seemingly 
cemented a place in the lop 10 . 

Scotland have slumped to 
36th despite qualifying for 
France 98. In the Scots' only fix- 
ture since they went through as 
the best group runner-up, they 
lost 2-1 to France, but Brown's 
team again impressed. That 
Scotland have dropped II 
places since last month’s rank- 
ing of 25 is primarily a result of 
the success of others. 


The Scots are now below the 
United States, the hosts of 
1994 World Cup finals, who are 
29th after clinching their place 
in next summer’s tournament. 
Brown is unlikely to be undu- 
ly concerned, having achieved 
his goal of taking Scotland to 
another major finals. 

The Republic of Ireland's 
narrow failure to join the Scots 
after losing to Belgium in the 
play-offs is reflected in a drop 
of two places to 45th. 

Northern Ireland, whose 
poor form led to the dismissal 
of their manager, Bryan Hamil- 
ton, are 83rd. They are 19 
places below their January rat- 
ing of 64th and find themselves 
behind the likes of Togo, O man, 
Uzbekistan and Senegal. 

Wales have been below such 
countries for some time and 
their manager, Bobby Gould, 
will be relieved to learn they 
hove cemented their position at 
98th, the same as last month. 

There has been movement 
around them and while Wales 
are now officially stronger than 
Uganda they have been over- 
taken by Indonesia, and Viet- 
nam’s are now only 12 places 
behind them. 

Fife world rankings. 

Sporting Digest, page 31 
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McRae makes appeal to his fans for fair play 


Colin McRae is appealing to 
his supporters not to resort to 
sabotage in an attempt to 
help his world championship 
cause at Network Q RAC Ral- 
ly, which starts on Sunday. 

The Scot and the organis- 
ers of the decisive event fear 
spectators may target his ri- 
val, Finland's Tommi Maki- 
aca, who needs only to finish 
in the top six to retain his title. 


Past opponents of McRae 
have found logs in their path 
and officials are anxiously 
endeavouring to lighten se- 
curity. An RAC spokesperson 
said: “We’re going to be as vig- 
ilant as it is possible to be.” 

McRae must bring bis 
Subaru home first in the 
three-day rally to become 
champion even if Makmen 
fails to claim a point. 


He said: “1 wouldn’t want 
to win the championship as a 
result of any active sabotage 
by the spectators. I hope tbe 
spectators behave themselves 
and just enjoy tbe rally. If l am 
going lo win the champi- 
onship I want to do so fair and 
square. Any other way would 
be meaningless.” 

- Derick AUsop 
Bums fights, page 30 
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